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News From The Enemy Camp And Good Guys

Firearms Industry 
Applauds 

Introduction of 
Fishing and Hunting 

Heritage Bill
The National Shooting Sports 

Foundation, the trade association 
for the firearms, ammunition, hunt-
ing and shooting sports industry, 
applauded the introduction of 
legislation, the Recreational Fish-
ing and Hunting Heritage and Op-
portunities Act (HR 3749), to greatly 
enhance the ability of federal land 
managers to provide, promote and 
plan for recreational uses that bal-
ance the needs and interests of all 
outdoor enthusiasts.

The bill, introduced by U.S. 
Reps. Dan Boren (D-Okla.) and 
Paul Ryan (R-Wis.), requires that all 
federal public land planners evalu-
ate the effects that management 
initiatives have on outdoors activi-
ties and provide a clear analysis of 
how proposed actions would affect 
these traditional users of federal 
public lands.

“This legislation is key to ensur-
ing that our hunting and shooting 
heritage continues to endure, even 
amidst continued threats from 
anti-hunting and anti-gun special 
interest groups, on federal lands,” 
said NSSF Senior Vice President 
and General Counsel Lawrence G. 
Keane.

The bill specifically directs the 
U.S. Forest Service and the Bureau 
of Land Management to utilize the 
multi-use mandates in their agen-
cies’ respective land-management 
plans to promote sportsmen and 
sportswomen’s access to forest and 

public lands.

The bill would further provide 
federal land managers with the au-
thority to designate specific areas 
for recreational shooting.

“The firearms industry thanks 
Congressmen Boren and Ryan for 
their continued support of sports-
men and women in the United 
States,” concluded Keane.

Firearm Sales Figures for 
September

Data released by the FBI’s Na-
tional Instant Criminal Background 
Check System (NICS) reported 
1,093,230 checks in September 2009. 
This figure is a 12.4 percent increase 
from the 973,003 reported in Sep-
tember 2008 and demonstrates that 
sale of new and used firearms are 
remaining strong and continuing 
to grow.

FBI background checks are 
required under federal law for all 
individuals purchasing either newly 
manufactured or used firearms from 
federally licensed retailers. As such, 
the checks serve as a gauge of sales 
but do not reflect the actual number 
of firearms produced or sold.

The September data follows a 
series of monthly increases dating 
back to November of 2008:

September up 12.4%

August up 12.3%

July up 8.4%

June up 18.1%

May up 15.5%

April up 30.3%

March up 29.2%

February up 23.3%

January up 28.8%

December up 23.8%

November up 41.6%

The increase coincides with a 
rise in excise taxes reported by fire-
arms and ammunition manufactur-
ers, another key economic indicator 
for the firearms industry.

According to the most recent 
Firearms and Ammunition Excise 
Tax Collection Report, firearm and 
ammunition manufacturers paid 
more than $109.8 million in the 
first calendar quarter of 2009, up 43 
percent over the same time period 
in 2008. This dramatic increase fol-
lows a 31.3 percent increase in excise 
taxes from the previous quarter (4Q, 
2008).

The total number of background 
checks reported since the beginning 
of NICS is 106,153,443.

Firearms Industry 
Applauds Senators’ 
Initiative in Fight 

to Preserve Use 
of Traditional 

Ammunition in 
National Parks

A letter signed by numerous 
United States senators to Depart-
ment of the Interior Secretary Ken 
Salazar raising important questions 
about actions by the National Park 
Service (NPS) to ban the use of tra-
ditional ammunition in parks that 
allow hunting has drawn praise 
from the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation (NSSF), the trade as-
sociation for the firearms, ammuni-
tion, hunting and shooting sports 
industry.

In the letter to Secretary Salazar, 
13 senators detailed their concerns 
about the impact a ban on tradi-


