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News From The AKC

AKC Announces New 
Program for Mixed 

Breeds
New York, NY – For the past 

125 years, the American Kennel 
Club® has been the nation’s premier 
advocate for dogs and the people 
who love them. The AKC’s Board of 
Directors has voted unanimously to 
proceed with a program for mixed 
breed dogs which will allow it to act 
even more broadly and effectively as 
the dog’s champion. The creation of 
this program ushers in new oppor-
tunities for AKC’s constituents and 
clubs and will allow the organiza-
tion to grow and flourish.

“Our goal in creating a program 
specifically designed for mixed 
breeds is to share our passion for 
dogs and our sport,” said AKC 
President and CEO Dennis Sprung. 
“AKC will broaden its legislative 
influence by representing more dog 
owners and achieve greater expo-
sure for our responsible dog own-
ership messaging. But ultimately, 
the positive developments that this 
program creates will benefit dogs 
the most, and this is what we value 
above all.”

The mixed breeds program will 
be implemented in three phases. As 
of October 1, 2009 owners can begin 
enrolling their pets and receive an 
AKC ID number. Then beginning 
April 1, 2010 enrolled dogs will be 
eligible to compete in mixed breed 
classes at stand-alone AKC Agility, 
Obedience and Rally events. Soon 
after they will have access to ben-
efits such as discounted AKC Com-
panion Animal Recovery Lost and 
Found service, a free AKC Canine 
Good Citizen® certificate for dogs 
passing the CGC test, a free initial 
veterinary visit, a trial offer of pet 
health insurance and discounted 
coupons for dog supplies.

The third phase will offer a 
dedicated Web site where dog own-
ers can interact via an online com-
munity with discussion forums and 
access dog care video downloads, 
advice from experts and the most 
up-to-date news on canine health 
and welfare. The site will be con-
tinually enhanced with new features 
and benefits in order to respond to 
the changing needs of pet owners.

This new AKC initiative is the 
first designed to specifically benefit 
mixed breed dogs and their dog 

owners, however the AKC has long 
included mixed breeds in programs 
such as AKC Canine Good Citi-
zen®, AKC S.T.A.R. Puppysm, AKC 
Responsible Dog Ownership Day 
and the AKC CAR Canine Support 
and Relief Fund’s disaster relief ef-
forts. In addition, AKC has always 
actively advocated for the rights of 
all dog owners and the welfare of 
dogs through its Government Rela-
tions efforts and serves dog owners 
through its affiliate organizations 
such as the AKC Humane Fund, 
AKC Canine Health Foundation 
and AKC Companion Animal Re-
covery.

For more information about the 
AKC’s mixed breeds program, visit 
www.akc.org/mixedbreeds.

AKC Responsible 
Dog Ownership Days 

Unleashed
-- Hundreds of Nationwide 

Events Listed on www.akc.org --

New York, NY – Are you in-
terested in learning training and 
grooming tips from the pros? Or 
considering adding a new family 
member? Be sure to mark “AKC® 
Responsible Dog Ownership Days” 
on your calendar. This month-long 
celebration includes hundreds of 
organizations around the country 
holding free events filled with fun 
and engaging activities for every 
current or future dog owner. AKC 
Responsible Dog Ownership Day 
events are held throughout Sep-
tember and are listed on www.akc.
org/rdod

“According to an AKC survey, 
99% of dog owners have a dog 
because of the love and companion-
ship they provide. Dogs have be-
come increasingly important in our 
lives and the best way to return the 
love of your dog is to be a responsi-
ble owner,” said AKC spokesperson 
Lisa Peterson. “AKC Responsible 


