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the judge so that you know exactly when 
he is moving away from the judge’s table 
to take his initial look around the class, 
you may just have thrown away a chance 
of success. Many an experienced judge 
will take a quick mental note of the dogs 
he thinks he likes at the very beginning 
of the class, and will confirm his initial 
appraisal upon individual assessment. 
Those he has not taken a mental note of 
initially, may just have to pull out even 
more stops to make him appreciate their 
merits when he is going over them and 
watching them move.

When the class is in progress you 
should also keep a careful eye on the 
judge as I mentioned earlier, for many a 
good judge will cast a quick eye around 
the ring between exhibits. I do this myself, 
mentally making my rough placings of the 
dogs I like as I go along.

Very occasionally a judge will actu-
ally slot dogs into the places he sees fit, af-
ter assessment of each dog. He is perfectly 
within his rights to do this, but it is not 
usually a method favoured by exhibitors, 
especially not for those who find them-
selves placed further and further down the 
line as the class progresses. When using 
this particular method of judging, which 
I reiterate is unusual in the UK, the judge 
will generally move all the dogs again at 

the end of the class and even assess some 
of them again briefly, then possibly chang-
ing some of the places before the awards 
are made.

At the very end of the class the judge 
(unless using the latter method) will walk 
up and down the line of dogs in order to 
select those he wishes to place. He may 
move some of the dogs again, but not 
necessarily all, so be sure you watch to 
see whether or not he wants you to move 
your own dog. He might also go over 
some points on some or even all of the 
dogs again. In many cases he will come up 
to the dogs in line, but in Toy breeds and 
Tibetan Spaniels, for example, exhibitors 

prefer a judge to see their dogs again on 
the table, rather than on the floor, so if you 
have one of these breeds, don’t be taken 
aback if you are asked to put your dog on 
the table again.

Another possibility you may encoun-
ter is that the judge will want to see two 
dogs moving together. This is usually 
because he cannot quite decide between 
the two for two of the placings. Again, 
another reason to keep your wits always 
about you to be sure you know what is 
expected of you and your dog.


