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of new dogs so that he can stand back 

and take a look at them all together for 
comparison’s sake, following which he 
will place the winners, including one or 
more of the seen dogs, as he sees fit.

Moving your dog
You will have watched the way the 

other exhibitors have moved their dogs, 
but the judge will tell you briefly what 
is expected. The direction in which he 
requires you to move your exhibit will 
depend to a certain extent upon the shape 
of the ring, but he will be aiming to see 
your dog’s movement from the front, from 
the back and in profile.

If you are in a small indoor venue it 
is possible that there is just one rub-
ber mat placed centrally across the 
ring, in which case the most usual 
request will be to move your dog up 
and down twice. The first time the 
judge will stand at the end of the mat 
so he can assess your dog ‘coming’ 
and ‘going’.

Then he will move to the side of 
the mat to assess the movement in 
profile. Whilst in general you should 
always move your dog on your left 
hand side, if the ring is shaped like 
this and the judge is standing at the 
side of the mat, in one direction you 
will have to change so that your dog 
moves on your right, so as not to ob-
struct the judge’s view. This is something 
you will have to have practised prior to 
the show.

In fact under no circumstances should 
you ever obstruct the judge’s view of your 
dog, which means that when you turn 
at the end of the ring you should move 
around your dog, not in front of him. 
Regrettably you will see many people do 
exactly the reverse, either because they 
know no better, or because they feel their 
dog turns better that way, but strictly 
speaking you should try never to get be-
tween your dog and the judge.

In a larger ring, you will most prob-
ably be asked to move in a triangle (again 
keeping your dog on your left hand side) 
and then either up and down, or some-
times back to the end of the line of dogs 
by way of an arc, thus giving the judge 
another opportunity to assess profile 
movement. If the judge is using the latter 
method, which incidentally is used most 
frequently on the Continent, he may ini-
tially ask you just to move up and down, 
not in a triangle. Whichever way you 
are asked to move, you must follow the 
judge’s strict instructions. If he wants a 

straight line, be sure you do just that; if a 
triangle, make nice clean corners as you 
turn. There is nothing more frustrating for 
a judge than to find that an exhibitor does 
something completely different from that 
which has been requested!

Each judge will have their own per-
sonal preference as to what they expect of 
you, the exhibitor. Many will expect you to 
stand your dog for him to see after having 
been moved, but this is not always the case 
as the judge will have another opportunity 
to see the dogs standing in line as the end 
of the class. If you are asked to stand your 
dog after moving, you will find that some 
judges like the dog to be allowed to free 
stand, so will not want you to actually 

stack him.

Standing or stacking 
your dog

Different breeds are presented in 
different ways, and even within a breed 
exhibitors have their own preference as 
to which way they like to show them. In 
some breeds, especially the smaller ones, 
people bend down behind their dogs and 
place the feet in the correct position with 
their hands, in some cases, just supporting 
the tail so that it remains in exactly the 
right position. If necessary they will also 
just support the neck and head of the dog 
(without the hand showing of course) so 
that it is held in just the right place. This 
is called ‘stacking’ a dog. However, in the 
very same breed, some people prefer to 
stand up and have trained their dogs to 
stand exactly as they want them to. This 
can sometimes be the case if the exhibitor 
has some difficulty bending or kneeling 
down, but sometimes it is just because 
they prefer to show in this way.

Free standing is the method used 
for many of the larger breeds, when the 
exhibitors train the dog to walk into 

the correct position so that the legs are 
positioned in exactly the best place to do 
justice to the dog. This is frequently done 
by way of baiting, so as to attract the dog’s 
attention. Usually female exhibitors wear 
a little bag around the waist in which the 
bait is kept, though men tend to use their 
pockets; small pieces are taken out with 
the effect of drawing the dog’s attention, 
so that his neck is positioned well too. 
In certain breeds such as the Rottweiler, 
Dobermann and Shar Pei for example, 
this is an accepted method of showing 
and obtains the desired results. However 
I would urge exhibitors not to attempt to 
feed a dog bait exactly when the judge is 
trying to assess the head, as this can be 

infuriating for the judge in question!
As I mentioned earlier, some-

times, upon its return after moving, a 
judge will expect a dog to free stand, 
even if it is a breed that is usually 
stacked, so do watch the exhibitors 
before you so that you know what 
is expected of you when it comes to 
your own turn.

Keeping an eye on the 
judge

Although your most important 
concern in the ring is the presenta-
tion and behavior of your dog, it is 
also incredibly important that you 

keep an eye on the judge, especially at the 
beginning and end of each class.

Although there is a recommended 
speed of judging, judges invariably do 
things in slightly different ways. Some 
take more time at the judge’s table, some 
tend to cast an eye across the ring as the 
exhibits are brought in but almost invari-
ably at the beginning of each class, they 
will take a walk up and down the ring to 
look at the exhibits before moving them 
all together and then assessing them in-
dividually. Usually they will move all the 
dogs around together at the beginning of a 
breed class, and in large classes they may 
even divide the dogs into two groups for 
moving, so that they have ample space 
to stride out. In mixed breed classes the 
judge is less likely to move all the dogs 
around together, largely because of their 
different sizes and speeds at which they 
would move.

It is absolutely essential that your dog 
is presented to perfection from the very 
outset. This is the time to concentrate on 
your dog, not to get into deep conversa-
tion with the exhibitor next to you. If your 
dog is not ready at the beginning of the 
class, if you have not kept your eye on 


