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is not yet in full coat, you would 
be wiser not to stand next to a dog 
that is dripping in coat and groomed 
to perfection.

If you know that a certain ex-
hibitor is a particular chatterbox, try 
to avoid standing next to her in the 
ring. Outside the ring is the place for 
chatting at length, not inside. While 
exhibiting your dog you will need 
to concentrate one hundred per 
cent on the job in hand. That means 
keeping a careful eye on your dog, 
and another on the judge.

Although your dog should be 
allowed the opportunity to relax 
whilst not being individually as-
sessed by the judge, take care that he 
does not stand in some particularly 
awkward, unattractive position. 
Often a judge will cast a quick eye 
around the ring between exhibits, 
just to refresh his or her memory 
of those already seen, so you don’t 
want your dog to be caught out not 
looking his best. You should also 
remember that there is a ringside 
audience and some of the people 
who are watching may perhaps be 
judging in a few weeks’ time.

When it is your dog’s turn to 
be assessed you will move from 
your place along the edge the ring 
to the center, or if you have a ‘table 
dog’, you will place the dog on the 
table so that he looks as good as he 
can whilst the previous exhibitor is 
moving his dog. Under no circum-
stances cross in front of the judge, 
nor should you cause an obstruction 
in any way, either to the judge or the 
exhibit being assessed.

Present your dog as best you can, 
but never let go of the lead whilst the 
judge is going over him for you must 
always be in control of your exhibit. 
On the other hand, don’t get the way 
of the judge by holding your dog’s 
head firmly while the judge is trying 
to go over it. Although not obliged 
to, the judge will generally ask the 
age of your dog, so make sure you’ve 
worked that out before you go in the 

ring. He will usually start by assess-
ing your dog’s head, at which time, 
in the vast majority of breeds, he will 
want to inspect the teeth and bite. 
Most judges will do this themselves, 
but some prefer to ask the exhibitor 
to show the teeth, so you should 
know how to do this before you go 
to a show. Unless you have a Shar-Pei 
or Chow Chow (in which case more 
aspects of the inside of the mouth will 
be looked at), the judge will be prin-
cipally interested in the placement 
of the teeth, the shape of the jaw and 
how the upper and lower jaws close 
together. So if you do find yourself in 
the position of being asked to show 
the teeth, remember to keep your 
dog’s mouth closed. Actually if you 
feel your dog is a little ‘mouth shy’, 
you may ask the judge’s permission 
that you show the teeth, instead of 
the judge looking himself.

The judge will then work to the 
back of the body, and in the case of 
a male will check for testicles. Hope-
fully your dog will have two, but 
if for veterinary reasons they have 
been removed and the KC has been 
duly notified, always keep a copy of 
the veterinary letter in your pocket 
for the judge should ask to see 
this. Finally the judge will ask you 
to move your dog. Here I should 
mention that there are some differ-
ences in the way certain breeds are 
judged, the Pekingese being a prime 
example. Usually a judge will not 
look inside the mouth of a Pekingese 
(nor of a Pug) and will pick up the 
dog himself to assess the weight. 
The Pekingese is also a breed that is 
shown facing the judge, rather than 
in profile, as are some other breeds 
such as the Bulldog and Stafford-
shire Bull Terrier.

Other breeds, the Miniature and 
Toy Poodle and German Spitz Mit-
tel and Klein are measured by the 
judge when on the table. This may 
seem a little off-putting for you as 
an exhibitor at first, but your dog 
will become very used to this and 
provided that the judge is experi-

enced in using the wicket adeptly, 
your dog will not bat an eyelid. 
Another breed that is measured is 
the Miniature Dachshund (all three 
varieties), but for this breed the 
measurement is for weight. Scales 
will have been placed on the table at 
the beginning of each class and the 
judge will watch whilst each dog is 
weighed. You will occasionally no-
tice an exhibitor taking off the dog’s 
lead before going on the scales - if 
a dog is toward the upper weight 
limit, every - ounce counts!

Are you a ‘seen’ dog?
When you first enter the ring 

the steward will probably indicate 
that ‘new’ dogs are to be on one side 
and ‘seen’ dogs on another. New 
dogs are those that have not been 
assessed by this particular judge at 
the show, seen dogs are those that 
have.

If the steward is a good one, 
he will arrange for the seen dogs 
to stand in the order in which they 
have been placed. So if, for example, 
you won third in Puppy, but the 
second prize winner in Puppy is 
also a seen dog in the same class, 
that dog will stand ahead of you. 
However, there may be other dogs 
that have been placed but which 
your own dog has not met. These 
dogs also will be grouped together 
according to their wins in their re-
spective classes. This the steward 
will most probably explain to the 
judge (though the judge should 
actually remember in what order he 
has placed the dogs of course) and 
he will compare dogs that have been 
seen in one class with those that 
have been seen in another.

He is unlikely to fully appraise 
each seen dog again unless there is 
something he particularly wants to 
check. Usually he will move some 
or all of them again individually, but 
is under no obligation to do so. It is 
also likely that he will ask them all 
then to join onto the end of the line 


