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Buy The Book
Thanks to Swan Hill Press we of-
fer you an excerpt from Showing 
Dogs By Juliette Cunliffe Copy-
rights Swan Hill Press 2007

Since you can’t tell a book from its cover we offer you seven 
pages from this book to decide if you want to do buy the book!

The big moment has arrived and you are  
about to enter the ring with your dog. Don’t  
be surprised if you are feeling a little nervous; 

most people feel like that at the beginning. To alleviate 
your personal fears, always keep in the back of your 
mind that the judge and the ringside will be looking at 
your dog, not at you. You really must try to remain as 
calm as possible, for any tension you are feeling will 
travel dog to your dog and he, too, will share your anxi-
ety and not perform so well as he might otherwise do.

Going into the ring
Be sure that you and your dog are fully prepared 

before the start of judging of your class. Keep an eye 
on what is happening in the class before you, so that 
you can be waiting patiently by the ringside for a few 
moments before you go in. You will at some point have 
found a few moments to watch the procedure this judge 
is using. Does he move the class around the ring before 
individual assessment? If so, how many times? And 
what pattern of movement will he expect from you and 
your dog? If you have taken note of these things before 
you go in, you will be better prepared to concentrate 
fully on your dog.

You will need to keep your mind as clear as possible 
in the ring, so make sure you will not worry about what 
you may or may not have left visible on your bench. 
Obviously you can’t take your handbag into the ring, so 
make sure it has been left with someone for safekeeping. 
And don’t take your mobile ‘phone into the ring unless 
it is switched off and safely tucked inside your pocket. 
Use of mobile telephones inside the ring, and indeed in 
the general vicinity of the ring is not acceptable.

If this is a show at which numbers are not given 
out in the ring, also be sure that you are wearing your 
ring number (the correct one of course) for you will not 
want the steward to have to send you out of the ring to 
collect it from your bench before you can be 

judged. That may just throw you into a panic and 
you will not have time to set up your dog properly 
before judging commences.

Just occasionally a judge will request that all exhib-
its in the ring are lined up in numerical order, in which 
case you will have no choice as to exactly where you 
stand and unless you like to be first, you may wish 
your family name wasn’t Abbot as ring numbers are 
always related to the alphabetical order of exhibitors 
within a breed. However, in most cases exhibitors will 
all enter roughly together and find their own place. 
As a novice exhibitor, it is probably unwise to land up 
at the beginning of the line, nor is it a good idea to be 
last as you will have very little time to get your dog 
looking perfect for the judge when he makes his final 
appraisal. You would probably be best advised to find a 
spot somewhere in the middle, but certainly don’t push 
your way in, just plan your timing as you enter the ring. 
You may also wish to consider which dogs you prefer 
not to stand next to. If yours is on the small side, you 
would be better avoiding a particularly large dog, for 
example. If yours is a coated breed and your own dog 
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