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Ridding Ourselves Of Mean 
Dogs

By Dennis Guldan

Mean dogs. We all have  
seen them. We may  
even know a breeder 

who specializes in them, but I don’t 
think they have any place in our 
bloodlines.

Yea I know I hear :”if you want 
a high performance dogs you will 
need to deal with some eccentrici-
ties.” That may be the case. And I can 
deal with some of the strange things 
high performance dogs do, but not 
being mean and wanting to fight.

I have heard it comes with the 
territory. That’s BS. If you have 
been reading Bird Dog & Retriever 
News any length of time you may 
remember the picture of Mary 
Howley of Candlewoods Kennel. 
One of the most winning retriever 
breeders anywhere. When we met 
her, the dual National Champion 
Lottie and the sire of more winning 
retrievers then you can shake a stick 
at, all were sitting on the front steps 
with red-white and blue kerchiefs 
with red white and blue painted 
toe nails and the nicest dogs you’d 
ever meet. 

When we recently did a meet 
the breeder column on Cedar Hill 
Setters north of the Twin Cities, one 
of the winningest English Setter 
kennels in the area, we never knew 
we were at a breeder by the sounds 
of these mellow dogs. Great dogs 
and bloodlines know when they are 
in the field and should turn it on, 
subpar bloodlines do not.

I was at a recent event with a 
lot of dogs and Jenny was with me. 
There was a breeder there who had 
a reputation as a good field breeder, 
not great, just good. Well a bunch 
of dogs where staked out and we 
went into the meeting. All the time 
we were in the meeting I could hear 
growling and barking out of one ve-
hicle. It was from this breeders dogs. 
And it wasn’t just ONE of their 
dogs, it was all of them. Kinda tells 
you something about their priorities 
and bloodlines. 

So what do we do? 
First, bad dogs as bad kids come 

out of great bloodlines. We can’t do 
much about the kids, but we sure 
can shut the mean dog bloodlines 
down. If that means spay or neuter, 
that’s fine. The worse offenders 
should be put down, period.

Second if you are at a hunt test 
or field trial contact the person 
running the trial. I’m not thrilled 
about staking out my dogs next to 
another that is showing their teeth 
and pulling on their stake. That’s 
how people get hurt and dogs get 
killed. The AKC does not allow for a 
dog to be mean in the field, the mar-
shall should at least know of the is-
sues before they enter the field. And 
once warned, the problem “may” be 
corrected by the owner. 

But further the owners of mean 
dogs should be brought to task to ex-
plain the behavior of their dogs. I ask 
them about it. Sometimes they never 
have been asked about it before. But 

being confronted about it may be the 
first step in correction.

If they don’t correct it, it doesn’t 
take long in the small industry we 
live in before the word gets out and 
the bloodlines get a bad name, no 
breeder can afford. And God knows 
what that does to our breeds if the 
word gets out in the public that the 
breed can be mean. So pay attention 
to dogs and demeanor, we don’t need 
any more mean dogs.
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