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Buy The Book

Since you can’t tell a book from its cover we offer you seven 
pages from this book to decide if you want to do buy the book!

Becoming A Better Shot
By Alex Brant

I am quite competitive, but mostly just with my 
self. If I feel that I’m doing something well, I’m  
happy. If I feel that I’m not shooting as well as I 

should be, I’m not a happy camper. Ironically, it is often 
from these days that I learn the most.

If I miss a single target, I try to let it pass and go 
on to the next. If, however, I’m having a slump, I try to 
think why. Indeed, I’ve been known to talk to myself; 
not so loudly that neighbors hear, but enough to get 
curious glances from my loaders.

For me, shooting below par normally revolves 
around old habits-fiends, not friends. First among them 
is confidence. Often I know a target is dead right as I 
start my gun mount. This does not happen often, but 
when I have this feeling it’s close to infallible. If I miss 
a few birds that I shouldn’t and my confidence wavers, 
I tend to become too deliberate, too exact, looking 
for the lead. This old habit comes from my clay days 
-maintained/ sustained lead. But when brought over to 
game shooting this caution translates to a slowing of the 
barrels, or, perhaps the worse sin of all, double-checking 
the sight picture by looking at the barrels (or the bead) 
instead of the bird, which causes the gun to Stop.

I recently read somewhere that you must “read the 
line, feel to lead.” This is truly great advice. Yes, there 
is a sight picture, a gap that varies with speed, distance, 
angle of the target, and the speed at which you move the 
barrels. (Accelerating the barrels, or more follow through 
for maintained-lead shooters, is the key to hitting longer 
birds.) And this sight picture varies dramatically. Yet shot-
gun shooting is a hand-eye game, very much like throwing 
a ball to someone running at full speed. The brain, with 
training and practice, knows what is correct. With experi-
ence, the unconscious mind knows what is best. The kiss 
of death is to try to make something that works work even 
better, as that will make you revert to checking your bead, 
slowing your barrels, and shooting behind the target. When 
you throw a ball to someone you look at the target, not 
your hand; it’s the same with shooting.

Some of the advice you get from gun scribes and 
shooting coaches is good, some bad, and some on the 
borderline of bizarre. Always consider whether the 
advice offered makes sense for the way you shoot. For 
example, I recently read a shooting magazine in which 
a leading coach wrote that he was missing archangels 
miles in front. He didn’t realize it until a picker men-
tioned it to him after the drive. Actually, I doubt that 
because birds at sixty yards need loads of lead. More 
likely he was off-line, but perhaps the advice got him to 
focus better. Also, I have absolutely no idea how a picker 
could tell where our expert’s shot was going relative to 
the birds from some distance behind the line.

I recently spent a couple of weeks shooting in Ar-
gentina. I could not shoot my way out of a wet paper 
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