
19
Ads starting from $160/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112 612-868-9169 Cell

August/September 2009                           We average over a million hits a month on the net.                                     www.Bdarn.com

I selected a Carlson’s extended 
Sporting Clays .595” tube (marked 
IM) which puts me in the area I’ve 
found to be a good compromise for 
pheasants with a 20 gauge gun, just 
under a .020” constriction (assum-
ing good ammo). To verify that this 
was an adequate choice, I grabbed 
some Fiocchi 3” 1-1/4 oz. nickel 
plated “Golden Pheasant” loads and 
zipped off to the field to see what the 
pattern looked like at 40 yards. The 
results are below:

Normally I wouldn’t waste a 
Birchwood-Casey Shoot N’C target 
for patterning, but since Chuck 
Hawks is such a great guy, I’ve 
spared no expense. With the help 
of Rocky the Wonder dog’s pheas-
ant dummy, it illustrates (as illus-
trations should) that no pheasant 
would likely make it through that 
pattern without multiple, quickly 
lethal hits. In fact, there is nowhere 
inside the 10X area that I can place 
my palm without covering multiple 
#5 shot holes.

This reveals nothing about how 
that gun/choke tube/shell combi-
nation patterns at 45 or 50 yards, or 
tells anything about the pattern at 20 
or 25 yards. The only way to know 
what we have at those ranges is to 
pattern at them. As is, it does show 
that the Fiocchi Golden Pheasant 
/ Carlson .595 in. extended choke 
in this B-80 20 gauge gun is an ad-

equate pheasant load at 40 yards.

If your personal patterning ef-
forts show that your gun/choke/
shell combination delivers multiple 
hits to the vitals with a pellet size 
carrying sufficient energy to pen-
etrate through them, you will have 
the confidence that brings greater 

success all by itself. When the birds 
fall dead, there should be no sur-
prise whatsoever except, perhaps, 
to what you are shooting at.

Randy  Wakeman hails from  
Wakeman, IL  his website is http://
members.aol.com/randymagic/
ballltd.htm


