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agencies are allowed to band 
waterfowl species because the 
banding information is used to 
set harvest and season regula-
tions.

Permitted banders include 
federal and state agencies, uni-
versity researchers, and private 
individuals. Permit applicants 
must be able to show they are 
qualified to safely capture, 
handle, and band birds.  

Bird banding data is helpful 
in both research and manage-
ment programs. The band on a 
bird identifies that individual 
and can provide knowledge 
of its movement, survival and 
behavior. Bird band data is used 
to study bird habitat use, repro-
duction, and migration patterns; 
monitor populations; assess and 
manage endangered species; 
and set hunting regulations.

All federal metal bands, aux-
iliary markers such as colored 
leg and neckbands for geese, 
and bands from foreign govern-
ments should be reported to the 
Bird Banding Laboratory by 
calling the telephone number 
on the band or logging onto 
http://www.pwrc.usgs.gov/
BBL and following the links on 
how to identify and report a 
bird band. The reporter will re-
ceive information on when and 
where the bird was banded. 

One ongoing project could 
make bands visible to our citi-
zens. Alabama is one of 27 states 
currently participating in a 
mourning dove banding project. 
Data on age specific survival 
and harvest rates of mourn-
ing doves is being obtained. In 

the past three 
years, 3,329 
doves  have 
been banded 
in Alabama. 
Report mourn-
i n g  d o v e 
bands by call-
ing 1-800-327-
band (2263) or 
going to the 
http://www.
p w r c . u s g s .
gov/BBL Web 
site.

O t h e r 
t y p e s  o f 
bands may be 
encountered. 
F a l c o n e r s 
may legally 
have birds of 
prey that are 
banded. Indi-
viduals may 
band pigeons, parrots, cocka-
tiels, and finches. State agencies 
may band non-migratory birds, 
such as quail or turkey.

Banding birds has proven to 
be a very successful method of 
gaining valuable information. 
Should you find a bird band, 
by taking the time to note the 
band number and reporting 
the information, you may have 
contributed significantly to an 
on-going project. Managing 
bird populations is global.


