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ticularly for the man or woman training his 
or her own dogs, nothing works better than 
early success.

Getting positive response and coop-
eration from a pup early on encourages 
the trainer to do more with his or her pup. 
This results in a satisfactorily trained dog. 
Catching on intuitively and wanting to 
please is evident more often in females in 
training than with inclined-to-buck-the-
system males. It is all too easy for an inex-
perienced trainer to become discouraged 
when incipient maleness raises its ornery 
head, avoid training, or flail away before 
taking a deep breath.

Question: My American Water Spaniel 
isn’t hard-mouthed but he doesn’t like to 
give up the dummy or bird once he has 
picked it up. I know not to play tug of war, 
but short of prying something out of his 
mouth, is there any way to get him to drop 
the bird on command?

Answer: There is. I have outlined this 
technique before but something that works 
as well as this bears repeating. For want of 
a better term, lets call it a “flank pinch.” Its 
rate of success puts it as close to guaranteed 
to cure the type of “lockjaw” you describe 
as anything in dog training can be.

On each hind leg, dogs have a mem-
brane-like web (similar to the flap of skin 
that lies between your thumb and index 
finger) that attaches the front of the thigh 
to the side of the belly.

When your dog freezes on a dummy 
or bird in the mouth, hold what’s being 
retrieved in one hand and with the other, 
grasp a handful of that flap and lift up on 
it. Your dog will release the object without 
a tussle. Whether or not, over time, a dog 
figures out the command “drop” means he 
can avoid the flank pinch by obeying, you’ll 
get the job done one way or another with 
no side effects.

Dave Duffey hails from Bowler, WI


