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Woodcock season opens 
Sept. 19

 The American woodcock hunt-
ing season opens on Sept. 19 and 
runs through Nov. 2. The daily bag 
limit is three birds with a posses-
sion limit of six. Overall, hunters 
should expect to see woodcock 
numbers similar to the last few 
years and, depending on the 
weather, should enjoy a good 
fall.

Hunters are reminded that blaze 
orange clothing and ground blind 
rules are in effect during the Oct 
10-11 Youth Gun Deer Hunt state-
wide and during the Oct 15-18 
antlerless only gun deer hunt in 
Herd Control Deer Management 
Units. Waterfowl hunters are 
exempt from the blaze orange 
requirements.

HIP Certification and 
gun restrictions

Only shotguns capable of hold-
ing three or fewer shells with bores 
10 gauge or smaller are legal for 
hunting migratory game birds 
such as woodcock. Woodcock 
hunters also must be registered for 
the Harvest Information Program 
(HIP), a federal program that helps 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
monitor the harvest of migratory 
bird species by randomly selecting 
a sample of HIP registered hunters 
and asking them to participate in 
a harvest survey.

Many hunters hunt ruffed grouse 
and woodcock at the same time. 
Requirements for HIP registra-
tion and hunting with a shotgun 
limited to holding three shells are 
not required for ruffed grouse. 
However, these regulations must 
be followed if hunting both species 
at the same time.

Becoming HIP registered is a 
simple process. When hunters 
apply for a license they area asked 

if they intend to hunt migratory 
game birds in Wisconsin this year. 
If they answer “yes,” they are 
asked about the number of ducks 
and geese harvested last year and 
whether or not they hunted other 
migratory birds. Once those ques-
tions are answered, the hunter is 
HIP registered.

Over the last 30-plus years, the 
woodcock population across its 
range in the Midwest and north-
east U.S. has shown a steady de-
cline which biologists believe is 
primarily related to changes in for-
est habitat. However, in Wiscon-
sin, this decline appears to have 
leveled off, with no significant 
change over the last decade.

Interest in pursuing the “timber-
doodle” throughout the forests of 
Wisconsin remains high with more 
than 14,000 woodcock hunters 
spending more than 65,000 days in 
the field in 2008. Wisconsin ranks 
second in the nation for woodcock 
harvest at about 36,000 birds.

Detailed woodcock hunting reg-
ulations can be found in the Small 
Game Hunting Regulations.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Kent Van Horn, DNR 
Migratory Game Bird ecologist - 
(608) 266-8841; James Christopou-
los (608) 261-6458 or Bob Manwell 
- (608) 264-9248

Early Canada goose, 
mourning dove seasons 

open Sept. 1
The first of the fall hunting 

seasons arrives on Sept. 1 with 
the opening the early September 
Canada goose and mourning dove 
seasons.

The early Canada goose season 
runs from Sept. 1-15 and is open 
statewide (with the exception of 
the Burnett county subzone). This 
season requires a separate $3 early 
Canada goose permit. The dove 
season runs Sept. 1 through Nov. 

9.
“The early Canada goose hunt 

directs harvest efforts on Wiscon-
sin breeding Canada geese,” says 
Kent VanHorn, DNR waterfowl 
ecologist. “Successful hunters 
know that resident geese often 
change their feeding and move-
ment patterns as September ap-
proaches. Scouting ahead of time 
and staying mobile during the 
season offers the best chances for 
success.”

The Early Canada Goose Sea-
son hunting regulations [PDF] 
and the mourning dove hunting 
regulations [PDF] are available in 
portable document format (PDF) 
on the DNR Web site.

Wisconsin’s Waterfowl Breed-
ing Population Survey showed 
a resident goose population of 
148,293 (up 27 percent from 2008) 
and last year hunters harvested 
a record 24,276 birds during this 
early goose hunt.

The 10 year trend for mourning 
doves shows the populations to 
be stable, with a 0.8 percent in-
crease. On average, about 14,000 
Wisconsin hunters harvest 140,000 
mourning doves each year. As 
with Canada geese, mourning 
dove hunters should benefit from 
pre-season scouting to see where 
birds are flying as they move be-
tween roosts, water, and feeding 
areas.

New Mentored Hunting 
Law in effect

“At this time of year, particularly 
over the holiday weekend, many 
people are spending time outdoors 
and we encourage everyone to 
respect each other’s interests,” 
adds VanHorn. “Also, Sept. 1 is 
the first day the new mentored 
hunting law is in effect. The law 
allows any licensed hunter to take 
anyone 10 years of age or older 
hunting under certain conditions. 


