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bag limit for coot is 15.

“Breeding and brood rearing 
habitat in Wisconsin was about av-
erage this spring, but lately condi-
tions have become drier,” said Van 
Horn. “As always, hunters who do 
the early legwork – scouting for 
good wetland conditions, current 
duck use, and securing landowner 
permissions, will be the ones hav-
ing a good hunt.”

Many of the ducks harvested in 
Wisconsin come from birds that 
breed in the state’s wetlands.

“The four most abundant ducks 
in Wisconsin’s fall hunting harvest 
are mallards, wood ducks, green-
winged teal and blue-winged 
teal,” Van Horn said.

Licenses and stamps
Licenses and stamps required 

include a Wisconsin small game 
license, a Wisconsin waterfowl 
stamp and a federal migratory 
bird stamp. The $15 federal stamp 
can be purchased at a post office 
or hunters have the option of 
purchasing the federal stamp at 
license vendors for a $2.50 sur-
charge. The purchase will be noted 
on their license and the stamp 
itself will arrive weeks later in the 
mail. State licenses, permits, and 
stamps are also available through 
the Wisconsin Online Licensing 
Center.

Harvest Information 
Program

Waterfowl hunters must also 
register each year with the fed-
eral Harvest Information Program 
(HIP), which places them on a 
list of hunters that may receive a 
mailing asking them to provide a 
summary of their waterfowl har-
vest. They are also reminded of the 
new law which allows “mentored” 
hunting opportunities for 10-11 
year olds or anyone who has not 
yet taken Hunter Education.

Bag checks will be performed 

at select hunting locations in the 
state again this fall. Avian influ-
enza testing will also occur at 
these sites.

Additional information is avail-
able on the Waterfowl in Wiscon-
sin pages of the DNR Web site and 
in the 2009 Wisconsin Fall Hunting 
and Trapping Forecast.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Kent Van Horn (608) 
266-8841, James Christopoulos 
(608) 261-6458, or Bob Manwell 
(608) 264-9248

Preliminary results of 
upland game bird brood 

production present 
mixed picture for 2009

Upland game bird brood success 
was mixed in 2009 due to variable 
spring weather and habitat condi-
tions, according to state wildlife 
managers.

Each year, Department of Natu-
ral Resources wildlife staff report 
the number and size of game 
bird broods they observe in the 
field from mid-June through late 
August. At the end of the survey 
period, these reports, known as 
the 10-Week Brood Survey, are 
complied and summarized by the 
wildlife research program.

“This year’s brood rearing con-
ditions were slightly cooler and 
significantly dryer compared to 
last year,” said Scott Hull, DNR 
upland wildlife ecologist. “State-
wide this year’s brood rearing 
season was on the whole better 
than 2008, but 2008 was a fairly 
poor year because of significant 
spring rain events.

“These surveys provide a rough 
estimate of game bird brood pro-
duction. Combined with other 
spring surveys and harvest infor-
mation it can help us determine 
the overall status of game birds in 
the state.”

The following are preliminary 
survey results for the turkey, 
ring-necked pheasant and ruffed 
grouse brood surveys.
Ring-necked Pheasants
Pheasant broods observed per 

hour were up 25 percent compared 
to 2008 but remain below the long-
term average. Average size of a 
brood was also up in 2009 with 5.3 
young per brood in 2009 compared 
to 4.6 in 2008.

“Pheasant hunters should expect 
similar numbers on the landscape 
as in 2009. While brood production 
was up this year, overall pheasant 
numbers are down according to 
spring survey results”, according 
to Hull.

Ruffed Grouse
Ruffed grouse populations con-

tinue to do well as this popular 
game bird approaches the peak of 
its 10-year population cycle. The 
average number of broods seen 
per hour increased 31 percent from 
2008 levels, up for the second year 
in a row. Brood size remained the 
same in 2009, 4.4 young per brood, 
as in 2008.

“There was also a statewide in-
crease in the number of breeding 
ruffed grouse shown in the spring 
drumming counts,” Hull says. 
“Ruffed grouse hunters should 
expect a good season this year 
with brood production and overall 
grouse numbers up.”

More information is available on 
the Hunting in Wisconsin pages 
of the DNR Web site and in the 
2009 Fall Hunting and Trapping 
Forecast.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Scott Hull (608) 267-
7861 or Sharon Fandel (608) 261-
8458


