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record rainy spring. “Good brood 
production in 2009 will offset some 
of the overwinter mortality we 
observed heading into the 2009 
breeding season,” said Hull. “This 
is certainly a positive sign for 
pheasants and pheasant hunters as 
we approach the fall opener.”

During the 2008 pheasant hunt-
ing season, more than 70,000 
hunters went out in search of 
pheasants and reported harvesting 
360,207 birds. The top counties for 
harvest included Kenosha, Dane, 
and Dodge.

What to look for
In Wisconsin, research has shown 

that wetlands are one of the most 
important year-round cover types 
for pheasants. Areas within the 
pheasant management counties 
that contain adequate winter cover 
such as cattail and shrub-carr 
marshes, well established native 
prairie fields, and areas with 15 
percent or more of the landscape in 
idle grassland will have the high-
est pheasant densities. It will be 
important for hunters to identify 
areas with high quality habitat 
and concentrate hunting efforts 
in that area.

Pheasant stocking 
program

This fall Department of Natural 
Resources wildlife biologists plan 
to stock 71 public hunting grounds 
with approximately 45,000 game 
farm pheasants. This is a slight 
decrease from 2008 when 52,000 
game farm pheasants were stocked 
on 70 public hunting grounds. The 
decrease is partially the result of 
higher feed and gas costs.

Hunters can check the Pheasant 
Stocking on State Properties on 
the DNR Web site for the 2009 
Pheasant Stocking Information 
Sheet identifying public hunt-
ing grounds slated for pheasant 
stocking. Stocked public hunting 

grounds are primarily located 
in the southern part of the state. 
Hunters should carefully verify 
which public hunting grounds 
have a 2 p.m. closure and/or allow 
hen pheasant hunting.

More information on the 2009 
pheasant population outlook is 
available as part of the 2009 Fall 
Hunting and Trapping Forecast. 
See the 2009 Small Game Hunting 
Regulations available on the hunt-
ing and trapping regulations page 
for additional details.

Bag limits
On Oct. 17 and 18, the daily bag 

limit is one cock and possession 
limit is two. For the remainder 
of the season the daily bag limit 
is two cocks and the possession 
limit is four. Some public hunting 
grounds offer both hen and rooster 
pheasant hunting (requires free 
permit and tags) and/or 2 p.m. 
closure times. The 2 p.m. closure 
requirements are only in effect for 
the first two weeks of the pheasant 
season, from Oct. 19 to Nov. 3. A 
pheasant stamp is required to hunt 
pheasants statewide.

NEW pheasant hunting oppor-
tunities through the Mentored 
Hunting Program

Effective September 1, 2009 just 
in time for the fall hunting seasons, 
hunters age 10 or older, born on or 
after January 1, 1973 can obtain a 
hunting license and hunt, without 
first completing hunter education, 
provided they hunt with a mentor 
and comply with all of the require-
ments under the Mentored Hunt-
ing Program.

For additional information and 
requirements of the program, visit 
the Mentored Hunting Program 
Web site.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Scott Hull, DNR 
upland wildlife ecologist - (608) 
267-7861, Sharon Fandel, assistant 

upland wildlife ecologist - (608) 
261-8458 or Bob Manwell - (608) 
264-9248

Northern zone duck 
season opens Sept. 26

Wisconsin duck hunters will 
again enjoy the maximum 60-day 
season in 2009 and are reminded 
that the Northern and Southern 
duck hunting zones have differ-
ent opening and closing dates 
and a split in the Southern Zone 
as follows.

Other than on opening days, 
the hunt begins a half hour before 
sunrise.

Northern Zone: Opens at 9 a.m. 
Sept. 26 through Nov. 24.

Southern Zone: A split season 
opens at 9 a.m. Oct. 3 through Oct. 
11 and reopens at 9 a.m. Oct. 17 
through Dec. 6.

“Wisconsin waterfowlers should 
have a good hunting season,” 
said Kent Van Horn, migratory 
game bird ecologist for the state 
Department of Natural Resources. 
“Overall, continental populations 
of waterfowl game species are 
healthy and abundant.”

Bag limits
The daily bag limit is six ducks 

in total, not to include more than 
four mallards of which only one 
may be a hen, three wood ducks, 
one black duck, two redheads, 
two scaup, one canvasback, and 
one pintail. Two important federal 
regulation changes from 2008 are 
that the canvasback season is open 
for 60 days and the scaup season 
will allow a 2-bird daily bag for 
the entire 60 days. These changes 
are in response to good breeding 
conditions and increased duck 
populations recorded during the 
2009 continental waterfowl sur-
veys.

The daily bag limit for mergan-
sers is five to include no more than 
two hooded mergansers. The daily 


