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South Dakota’s regular pheasant 
season opens on Saturday, Oct. 17 
and runs through January 3. The 
statewide youth season is Oct. 3 
through Oct. 7, and the resident-
only season on public land runs 
Oct. 10 through Oct. 12.

The detailed 2009 Pheasant 
Brood Survey Report, complete 
with a look at pheasant counts in 
the different local areas around 
the state, can be found on the GFP 
Web site at: www.sdgfp.info/
Wildlife/Hunting/Pheasant/
Outlook.htm.

Texas
Weekly Migratory Bird 

Hunting Report
Weekly migratory bird hunting 

reports are posted from early Sep-
tember through early February.

North Zone Dove: The High 
Plains are wet from recent rains. 
An abundance of water in playa 
lakes has doves scattered around 
watering sources. Corn, milo and 
sunflowers continue to produce 
near Amarillo and Dumas. Abilene 
and Lubbock hunters have seen 
the same results. Red River hunt-
ers continue to be plagued by 
rain showers and muddy fields. 
The region received another three 
inches over the weekend. This 
week’s mild forecast should do 
nothing to prompt new migrants 
to head to Texas, however, the 
bright moon might. The season 
runs through Oct. 25. Prospects 
are fair to good.

Central Zone Dove: Showers 
across Central Texas hurt the dove 
flight over the weekend. Rains 
moved across the state from the 
west and brought much needed 
rain to San Antonio and Austin. 
Whitewings continue to find corn 
and milo fields in and around San 
Antonio. Much of the rain has 
moved birds to the high ground 

and gravel roads. New birds 
showed last week around Katy, 
Brookshire and Columbus. Beau-
mont and Dayton fields saw an 
influx of mourning doves. Heavy 
downpours along zone lines near 
IH-10 east of Houston hurt the 
flight over the weekend. Stephen-
ville, Brownwood and Waco fields 
have been good for near-limits. 
The season runs through Oct. 25. 
Prospects are fair to good.

South Zone Dove: Those who 
dodged rain showers over the 
weekend saw better shoots in 
South Texas over milo, corn and 
goatweed. Rio Grande Valley hunt-
ers have shot limits of whitewings 
in sunflowers. After rains, doves 
have headed to high ground where 
they have hung out around trees 
and gravel. El Campo, Bay City 
and Port Lavaca have seen steady 
flights and an influx of birds, 
however, weekend rains scattered 
concentrations and changed flight 
patterns. Stiff southerly winds 
forecasted for the coast this week 
could disperse birds even more. 
Another round of cooler air is not 
expected until next week. The sea-
son runs through Nov. 3. Prospects 
are fair to good.

Waterfowl Migration: The first 
real sign of specklebellies showed 
on the heels of last week’s cool 
front. Specks hit rice fields on the 
prairie and have been grubbing 
on waste grain. Another influx 
of blue-winged teal was noticed 
on ponds as well. Some outfit-
ters have said they have never 
seen so many bluewings at this 
point in the season. Redheads 
and pintails continue to find the 
shoalgrass shorelines around Port 
O’Connor and Rockport. Pintails, 
shovelers and wigeons have been 
seen on prairie ponds as well. 
The coast received lots of rain 
over the past two weeks which 
has already helped habitat. Playa 

lakes in the Panhandle are abun-
dant, too. Northeast Texas lakes, 
reservoirs and rivers have plenty 
of water as well. The High Plains 
Mallard Management Unit duck 
season runs Oct.24–25 and Oct.30, 
2009–Jan. 24, 2010. The North and 
South zones run Oct.31–Nov.29 
and Dec.12–Jan. 24, 2010.

Wisconsin
Ring-necked pheasant 

season opens october 17 
at noon

Spring surveys reveal fewer 
wild, naturally-reproducing birds, 
in 2009

Hunters heading out to Wis-
consin’s prairies and marshes in 
search of ring-necked pheasants 
this fall may have to sharpen their 
skills to be successful this season 
according to state wildlife officials. 
The 2009 pheasant hunting opens 
statewide at noon Oct. 17 and 
closes on Dec. 31.

“Wisconsin’s wild, naturally-
reproducing pheasant population 
experienced another challenging 
winter,” said Scott Hull, DNR up-
land game biologist. “Both major 
surveys used to gauge pheasant 
populations in the spring showed 
decreases in 2009. The spring 
crowing count survey showed a 
36 percent decrease and the ru-
ral mail carrier pheasant survey 
showed a 35 percent decrease in 
the number of roosters counted 
compared to 2008.”

Brood survey information col-
lected in July and August, how-
ever, showed a 25 percent increase 
in the number of broods seen 
per observer and an increase in 
the average brood size from 4.6 
young per brood in 2008 to 5.3 
in 2009. While spring pheasant 
counts were down, the increase in 
brood production is a sign that the 
pheasant population is starting to 
rebound from the impact of 2008’s 


