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Licenses are available for non-
residents for $45, are valid for the 
entire September season and can 
be purchased by mail, online at 
http://www.sdgfp.info/licenses.
htm, at the Sportsman’s Cove 
in Webster, or the Cowboy 2 in 
Watertown at the junction of high-
ways 212 and 81. Non-residents 
will also need their federal water-
fowl stamp.

Resident hunters need a small 
game or combination license. In 
addition, they must have the state 
Migratory Bird Certification and a 
federal waterfowl stamp.

“We want to encourage hunters 
landowners who have encoun-
tered goose depredation to utilize 
hunters in this unique situation. 
This is a great opportunity for 
hunters to introduce kids and 
others who are not active goose 
hunters. If hunters can provide 
assistance to producers while en-
joying the outdoors and the sport 
of hunting, we see it as a win-win 
for everyone,” said Lindgren.

The Early Canada Goose Season 
runs September 5-30. The daily 
limit is 5 birds with a 10 bird pos-
session limit.

For more information, visit www.
sdgfp.info/Wildlife/hunting/wa-
terfowl/Fallgoose.htm
Dove Season Reminders

September is upon us and it 
brings to South Dakota the open-
ing of the most popular hunting 
season in the United States, dove 
season.

“Dove season is a great opportu-
nity for sportsmen to get out and 
enjoy the outdoors, nice weather 
and a great way to introduce 
someone new to shooting sports,” 
said Game, Fish and Parks Chief 
Game Manager Tom Kirschen-
mann.

Kirschenmann reminds sports-
men of some unique rules for 

hunting doves:
    * Dove hunters must be 50 

yards from any public road or 
highline wire

    * Dove hunters must have a 
state Migratory Bird Certification

    * Dove hunters may not shoot 
a dove unless the dove is flying

    * Dove hunters may not use a 
gun capable of holding more than 
three shells

    * When hunting on public 
ground, dove hunters must use 
non-toxic shotshells

    * Dove hunters may not hunt 
doves in a state park or recreation 
area, except the portion of Angos-
tura State Recreation area lying 
west of the dam.

    * Dove hunters 17 years or 
younger may not hunt doves 
unless accompanied by a parent, 
guardian or responsible adult

The South Dakota Mourning 
Dove Season runs statewide from 
Sept. 1-Oct. 30, with a daily limit 
of 15 and a possession limit of 30. 
Shooting hours are one-half hour 
before sunrise to sunset.

For more information on the 
dove season visit: www.sdgfp.
info/Wildlife/hunting/Doves.
htm
  Brood survey indicates 

another good year for 
pheasants

The S.D. Game, Fish and Parks 
Department counted an average of 
6.32 pheasants per mile in 2009 as 
part of its annual pheasant brood 
survey, the fourth highest state-
wide count in the past 45 years.

Although this year’s statewide 
index has decreased from last year, 
the 2009 statewide pheasant per 
mile count is 13 percent higher 
than the 10-year average.

In 2007 GFP reported the high-
est brood route survey count in 
over 40 years. The count went 

even higher in 2008. Even though 
pheasant numbers remain strong, 
the 2009 survey reveals a 26 per-
cent decrease from 2008.

“The pheasant brood route sur-
vey is the standard for gauging 
how the pheasant population is 
doing,” GFP Secretary Jeff Vonk 
said. “Our data represents a very 
good reflection of pheasant num-
bers in the areas we survey. While 
our pheasant population is down 
from 2008 record, the good news 
is there are still a lot of pheasants 
out there heading into the hunting 
season.”

“In the past 45 years only 2005, 
2007 and 2008 have a higher 
pheasant per mile count than we 
found this year,” Vonk said

GFP surveys 110 routes of 30 
miles each over a three week pe-
riod from late July to mid August. 
Survey data is used to calculate a 
pheasants per mile index for these 
routes. GFP can then compare 
the number of pheasants within 
each local area on a year-to-year 
basis, and also against a 10-year 
average.

“Considering the tremendous 
pheasant populations we’ve had 
the past couple of years, I believe 
even with this decline South 
Dakota will continue to offer the 
premier pheasant hunting oppor-
tunity in the nation,” Vonk said. 
“For a historical perspective, we 
had a pheasant per mile count of 
2.69 birds in 2002, yet hunters still 
harvested over 1.2 million roosters 
that year.”

According to Vonk, one key 
element that has sustained good 
pheasant populations over the 
past several years has been the 
quality habitat resulting from the 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP). Federal cutbacks in the 
program have resulted in a loss 
of 24 percent of the CRP land in 
South Dakota over the past three 


