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decline in population when set-
aside acres were returned to agri-
cultural production. Hunters saw 
the pheasant population boom 
from 5.9 million birds in 1957 to 
11 million in 1958.

Congress ended the Soil Bank 
Program in 1964. The pheasant 
population dropped from 10 mil-
lion to half that in 1964, and was 
just 2.2 million by 1966.

The pheasant population aver-
aged around 3 million birds for 
most of the next 40 years, until the 
advent of the CRP program. The 
population jumped from 5.5 mil-
lion in 2002 to 8.7 million in 2003.

Suddenly, South Dakota hunters 
were living “the good old days” 
as pheasant numbers topped 10 
million for the first time since the 
early 1960s.

“It is an undeniable history,” 
Switzer said. “Whenever there has 
been idle farmland containing un-
disturbed nesting cover, we’ve had 
fantastic pheasant numbers. When 
land returned to crop rotation, the 
pheasants declined.”

Switzer noted that GFP has been 
actively working to save the CRP 
program for several years. “By 
working with our partners, we feel 
we have been an effective voice for 
South Dakota and for the CRP pro-
gram. But, the real strength comes 
from our landowners and other 
residents speaking in support of 
a program that has provided nu-
merous wildlife benefits and an 
economic boon for our state.”

One result of the work has been 
the SAFE Program, or State Acres 
For Wildlife Enhancement. South 
Dakota landowners have fully 
maximized the state’s allotment 
for the program and currently lead 
the nation with over 50,000 acres 
in the federal program.

In addition, GFP has been work-
ing with partners to implement a 

Conservation Reserve Enhance-
ment Program (CREP).  With an 
announcement coming this fall, 
landowners in the James River 
Watershed will have a financially-
attractive CRP option that can be 
used to enroll or re-enroll up to 
100,000 acres of CRP with public 
access.

Duck Season Opens 
Saturday

Hunters in the Low Plains North 
and Middle Zones of South Dakota 
will be the first into the marshes 
and fields when duck season 
opens on Saturday, Sept. 26.  Hunt-
ers in the remaining portions of 
the state will have to wait until 
Oct. 10.

The daily bag limit for ducks 
has changed from 2008.  Hunters 
will now be able to have 6 ducks, 
including no more than five mal-
lards (two of which can be hens) 
two scaup, two redheads, three 
wood ducks, one pintail or one 
canvasback.

Hunters should be aware of an 
incorrect season listing on pages 
32 and 33 of the 2009 South Dakota 
Hunting Handbook.  The correct 
dates for the High Plains duck 
season are Oct. 10 – Jan. 14.

Hunters are encouraged to visi-
tor our webpage for information 
on zone boundaries and new daily 
bag restrictions for ducks and on 
the SD goose seasons

Early Goose Hunters 
Should See High Bird 

Numbers
With the early Canada goose sea-

son approaching, Game, Fish and 
Parks Department officials are pre-
dicting excellent hunting through-
out eastern South Dakota.

“Hunters should be able to find 
plenty of birds,” said GFP Region 4 
Wildlife Manager Scott Lindgren. 
“With the water and habitat condi-

tions around the area, geese have 
had an exceptional year.”

While hunting opportunities 
will be good for hunters, area 
farmers have additional concerns 
and challenges with the increased 
population of resident Canada 
geese, in particular damage to 
soybean fields.

“We have had farmers calling 
our office with depredation com-
plaints,” said Lindgren.  “We are 
hoping sportsmen will assist with 
curtailing future depredation by 
taking advantage of the Early Fall 
Canada goose season.”

Lindgren said that most of the 
geese shot in the September season 
are resident geese and the ones 
that have been causing depreda-
tion on agriculture crops. “Hunt-
ers are the best way to control their 
population. By October, northeast-
ern South Dakota begins seeing 
more migrant Canada geese; they 
are not the ones causing the dep-
redation.”

Hunting early Canada geese is 
no easy task however. “Most of the 
hunting pressure occurs opening 
weekend and this can be the most 
difficult time to get permission to 
hunt private land,” said Lindgren. 
“Access is much better after the 
first week and hunting gets very 
good in the middle of September. 
Even though we have high num-
bers of geese in all of northeastern 
South Dakota, scouting is still the 
key. Plenty of geese use public 
hunting areas for resting areas, so 
they can be good as well.”

The GFP has also added some 
special waterfowl access areas in 
Day and Marshall Counties to help 
waterfowl hunters gain access in 
high depredation areas. These 
areas are in the 2009 Walk In Area 
Atlas, which will be available this 
week, or for more information 
call the Webster GFP office at 345-
3381.


