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Shooting

QUAIL - CHUKAR CHICKS
Quail-55¢ Chukar-$1 (with a 1000 order) 

DELP’S GAMEBIRD HATCHERY
1398 Hunters Grove Rd Brookville PA 15825 

(814) 849-3430

Chicks shipped anywhere in U.S.A. Guaranteed live delivery. 
Write or call for price list and ordering instructions. 

www.Bdarn.com/delps

Oakwood Game Farm
PO Box 274 Princeton MN 55371

Your Pheasant and Chukar Partridge Experts
Eggs · Chicks · Adults

Hatching 50 000 Chicks Weekly with Live Shipment Guaranteed! 
Pheasant Hen Chicks Available for $0.60 eacch min. order 100

1-800-328-6647
Since 1967

Hatching & Raising

What if we threw 
the whole con-
cept of ‘lead’ out 

the window when teaching 
people how to shoot?

For the past 150 years, 
shotgun shooting instruc-
tors, whether they be accom-
plished professionals or sim-
ply well-meaning friends, 
have been setting their stu-
dents up for failure. This is 
because every lesson given 
has been built around the 
concept of leading the target. 
How much lead does a tar-
get require? How does one 
generate the required 
lead? What does the 
lead picture look like? 
Lead, lead, lead. Ev-
erything is always 
about lead. I think it is 
high time that we, as 
shooters and instruc-
tors, totally throw out 
this lead-based ap-
proach to teaching a 
student how to hit a 
moving target. 

I know, you might 
think that this is a 
radical statement. But 
if you will carefully 
read this article and 
indulge me for just a little 
while, I think you will at 
least understand, if not agree 
with, why I am taking this 
position. Yes, it is true that 
every target requires some 
amount of forward allow-
ance by the barrels in order 
for the shot string to inter-
cept a moving target. For 
some targets, this amount of 
forward allowance is quite 
large, while for others it may 
be minimal. The bottom line 
is our barrels must be on the 
forward side of every mov-
ing target in order to achieve 
success. The question is, how 
do we get our barrels into 
the correct position? My po-
sition is: It is not by leading 
the target. 

You see, when you ask 
someone to lead a target, 
they immediately start ask-
ing barrel-based questions. 
Where are my barrels point-
ed? Which direction are my 
barrels moving? How fast 
are my barrels moving? Bar-

rels, barrels, barrels. Every 
thought the shooter has is 
about their barrels. As soon 
as a shooter’s mind focuses 
on the barrels, their eyes are 
soon to follow. And when a 
shooter’s eyes drift onto the 
barrels, the chances of them 
hitting the target drop signif-
icantly. We know we cannot 
be successful as shooters and 
instructors if we are utiliz-
ing a barrel-based approach 
to shooting targets. Teaching 
someone to lead a target can 
result in a barrel-based ap-
proach. 

 I know some of you will 
say that what lead really 
describes is the bird/ bar-
rel relationship, otherwise 
known as the gap between 
the bird and barrels. In this 
situation, the shooter begins 
to ask gap-based questions. 
How much gap do I have 
between the bird and my 
barrels? Is that gap above or 
below the target line? Is the 
gap increasing, constant or 
decreasing? Gap, gap, gap. 
Every thought the shooter 
has is about the gap between 
the bird and their barrels. 
As soon as a shooter’s focus 
is on the gap, their eyes are 
soon to follow. And when a 
shooter’s eyes drift onto the 
gap, the chances of them hit-
ting the target drop signifi-
cantly. We know we cannot 
be successful as shooters and 
instructors if we are utiliz-
ing a gap-based approach 
to shooting targets. Teach-
ing someone to lead a target 
can result in a gap-based ap-
proach.

So, what can we do? We 
must utilize, and teach, a sys-
tem that keeps the shooter’s 
mind and eyes focused on 
the target while delivering 
the required amount of for-
ward allowance at the same 
time. After much thought, I 
have realized that one of the 
teaching tricks I have been 
using for decades might just 
be the answer. 

As a professional instructor, 
I never teach lead. This is for 
several reasons. First, lead is 
an output, not a process. As 
shooters and instructors, we 
should always be focused on 
process. Second, lead is al-
most never the problem. As 
shooters and instructors, we 
should always be focused on 
the true root cause of a prob-
lem. Third, lead is where a 
shot string goes in relation to 

a target. As shooters and in-
structors, we should always 
be focused on why the shot 
string went where it did. Al-
ways why — never where. 
And fourth, I have observed 
all too often that as soon as 
a student wants to start talk-
ing lead, they start exhibiting 
one, or several, of the above-
described errors.

So, how do I teach forward 
allowance? I simply ask my 
students to let the target push 
their barrels. It’s that easy. I 
have always assumed that 
this is successful because it 
is a very simple way to get a 
shooter both in rhythm with 
a target and get their bar-
rels moving along the cor-
rect line. Think about it. If 
the target is moving slowly, 
it pushes the barrels slowly. 
If the target is moving fast, it 
pushes the barrels fast. If the 
target is flying level, it push-
es the barrels level. If the 
target is climbing, it pushes 
the barrels up. Et cetera, et 
cetera. By simply letting the 

target push the barrels, the 
shooter will always be rela-
tively on line and in rhythm 
with the target. 

By using this one simple 
phrase, I can get most nov-
ice and intermediate shoot-
ers to break almost every 
target required to win their 
class, and very quickly. 
With only six words and 
a few minutes of practical 
application, I can 
bump up most 
shooters a class. 
Not bad. Who said 
that being an in-
structor was dif-
ficult? What I did 
not recognize until 
recently was the 
true genius behind 
this phrase. 

You see, when you ask 
someone to let the target 
push the barrels, they im-
mediately start asking 
target-based questions. 
Where is the target? Which 
direction is the target mov-
ing? How fast is the tar-
get moving? Is the target 
approaching my selected 
break point? Target, target, 
target. Every thought the 
shooter has is about the tar-
get. As soon as a shooter’s 
mind focuses on the target, 
their eyes are soon to fol-
low. And when a shooter’s 
eyes focus on the target, 
the chances of them hitting 
the target increases signifi-
cantly. We know we will be 
most successful as shooters 
and instructors if we are 
utilizing a target-based ap-
proach to shooting targets. 
Rather than thinking about 
lead, just concentrate on 
the target. 

When letting the 
target push the 
barrels, the bar-

rels will always be on the 
forward side of the bird. 
Since this is where they 
must be for every target 
anyway, that is a good thing. 
This approach will result in 
beautifully executed main-
tained-lead shots, which is 
the easiest and most consis-
tent shooting technique for 
most targets. However, this 
approach does not limit us 
to shooting every target 
with a maintained lead. A 
shooter always has the op-
tion of slightly accelerating 
or decelerating his muzzles 
just before releasing the 
shot. This will produce ei-

ther a pull-away or a decreas-
ing-lead type shot as required 
by the target. The bottom line 
is the barrels will always be in 
close rhythm with the target. 

There is one very important 
thing I need to expound upon 
when using this approach to 
target shooting. That is, if the 
target is always pushing the 
barrels, then the shooter’s in-
sertion point must always be 

in front of the target. Since that 
is where the barrels need to be 
in order to break every target 
anyway, I cannot imagine why 
a shooter would ever want to 
intentionally insert his barrels 
behind a target. One can insert 
just off the leading edge of the 
target or several feet in front of 
it as required by the target and 
the selected shooting tech-
nique. 

Yeah, I know. If a shooter 
always inserts his barrels in 
front of the target, then he 
does not have the option of 
shooting a target with a swing 
through technique. That is a 
good thing. By definition, if 
a shooter swings “through” a 
target, then he will spoil the 
line every time. And we all 
know a spoiled line is one of 
the most common causes of 
misses.

At this point, I know you are 
thinking that this approach to 
shooting targets does not an-
swer the question “How much 
lead?” And now is when I tell 
you that shooting a shotgun 
is just like using a light saber. 
You must learn to “use the 

Quit Leading Targets
Clayton Rue

MarketPlace
BOYKIN SPANIELS

J & L BOYKIN SPANIELS: For in-
formation on upcoming litters stud 
service training or just want to talk 
about the little brown dogs just call 
Jan or Larry Hinchman Hammond 
WI 715-796-5251 

www.Bdarn.com/jl

BRITTANY
GILMORE BRITTANY’S: Kevin & 
Angela Gilmore Boscobel WI 608-
732-3557 See our display adv on 
page 13

www.gilmorebrittanys.com

ENGLISH SPRINGER 
SPANIELS

FLUSH’EM HIGH KENNEL: See 
our display adv on page 2. Jim 
O’Shea Glendive MT 717-673-0664

www.flushemhighkennel.com

GOLDEN RETRIEVERS 
CHOCTAW KENNELS: Excep-
tional Field Bred Goldens since 
1993. Puppies, stud service. Sue 
Kiefer Clintonville WI 715-250-
0029 

www.Choctawkennels.com

THISTLE ROCK RANCH & KEN-
NEL: Field bred Golden Retriever 
puppies. Field Trial and Hunt Test 
and Family dog deluxe. Call Tom 
763-443-4876
www.facebook.com/ThistleRokGoldens

VIZSLAS
BUSCH KENNELS: Jim and Linda 
Busch Home of DC AFC Askim 
Winnebago IL 815-335-7673

www.buschvizslas.com

BIRDS
WOODLAND ACRE HATCHERY: 
Jared Anderson at 507-236-3618 
Fairmont MN

www.Bdarn.com/woodland

FOOD
HAPPY JACK DOG FOOD: See our 
display adv on the cover.

www.HappyJackInc.com 

GUNS
ROBERT LOUIS COMPANY INC: 
See our display adv on page 8. 800-
979-9156 

www.RobertLouisCo.com

HUNTS 
CARIBOU GUN CLUB: LeSuer 
MN 507-665-3796

www.caribougunclub.com

GRANT’S KENNEBAGO CAMPS 
INC: See our display adv on page 11. 
800-633-4815 

www..GrantsCamps.com

SUPPLY
GIBSON’S DUCK BLIND COVERS: 
209-712-9858 See our display adv 
on page 6.
 www.GibsonDuckBlindCovers.com

KENNEL DECK: See our display 
adv on page 6 
Ph 888-886-8801

www.kenneldeck.com

TRAILERS/BOXES
ALUM-LINE INC: Cresco IA 800-
446-1407 

www.alum-line.com 

TRAINING

GOOD GO ING SPORTING DOGS: 
Jason Gooding Baldwin WI 715-
796-2392 See our display ad page 9

 www.goodgoing.com

QK DOGS: Jennifer Broome Can-
terbury CT 860-546-2116 See our 
display adv on page 9.

www.qkdogs.com

MISCELLANEOUS
MOURER FOSTER INC: Insurance 
for dog related businesses. Lansing 
MI 800-686-2663

www.MourerFoster.com
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force.” Do not try to calculate 
or measure leads. Just see the 
target, shoot the target. If you 
truly let the target push the 
barrels, you will be amazed 
at how effectively the sub-
conscious mind and your 
hand/eye coordination will 
work together to put your 
barrels into the exact spot 
they need to be when you re-
lease the shot. Let your eyes 
move your barrels. 

So, the next time you go 
out shooting, give this ap-
proach a try. I think it will 
significantly simplify your 
approach to targets. No 
more thinking about leads 
or sight pictures. No more 
risk of your eyes drifting off 
of the leading edge of the tar-
get. No more shooting with 
the conscious mind. Never 
again think about lead. Just 
focus on the leading edge of 
the target and let the target 
push your barrels. 


