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I HATE Spring!
There’s Nothing To Do!

By Dennis Guldan

Shooting
Sporting Clays

(the basics)  
By: Frank Neumayer

Question: I’m a new 
member at Seattle 
Skeet and Trap club 

and I notice construction has 
started on a multi-station 
walk-thru Sporting Clays 
course. I really enjoy shooting 
Trap and Skeet, but I’m not fa-
miliar with Sporting Clays and 
what it has to offer. Can you 
explain the game to me a little?

Answer: Much like you, trap 
and skeet have been the extent 
of my clay target shooting up 
till now. However, with the 
rise in popularity of Sporting 
Clays across the country, and 
with our club building the 
new course, I figured it’s time 
I do a little research and get 
myself prepared for this new 
game. With my usual practice 
or approach, I’ll briefly ana-
lyze this new game from the 
perspective of history, rules, 
target presentation, guns, 
and loads. For the sportsman, 
Sporting Clays seems to be the 
best shotgun game designed 
to simulate actual hunting 
conditions. Everyone I talk to 
says it’s a real Hoot… but like 
any new clay target game, the 
best way to figure it out is to 
go shoot it for yourself.  

Sporting Clays became pop-
ular in England in the early 
1920’s. But, it’s only been in 
the last 20 years that it has be-
come the most popular shoot-
ing game in England. Once the 
popularity grew, it was only a 
matter of time before it reached 
the United States. Remington 
Farms, in Maryland, offered a 
Hunter Clays course in the late 
1960’s, but the first sponsored 
Sporting Clays match held in 
the U.S. was in 1983. In 1985 
the United States Sporting 
Clays Association was formed, 
but in 1989 the National Sport-
ing Clays Association (NSCA) 
became the dominate govern-
ing body for Sporting Clays 
here in America. The NSCA is 
closely affiliated with the Na-
tional Skeet Shooting Associa-
tion (NSSA).

Here’s how the game is 
played. Being familiar with 
the target presentations of trap 
and skeet, the significant dif-

ferences found with Sporting 
Clays are as follows: 1) The 
shooter will call for the target 
like usual. However, a delay of 
up to 3 seconds may be intro-
duced by the puller before the 
target is released. Sometimes 
this is delay is built-in. 2) The 
shooter must have the gun in 
a low gun position when call-
ing for the target. This means 
the entire buttstock must be 
visible below the armpit, with 
no gun movement until the tar-
get is visible. 3) In other clay 
target games, allowances are 
given for various malfunctions. 
This is very limited in Sporting 
Clays, and only three are al-
lowed per day. 4) Shooters can 
use 12 gauge or smaller, and are 
allowed to use different guns at 
different stations as they move 
through the course. Sporting 
Clays has been referred to as 
“golf with shotguns” which in-
cludes extra guns, bags, gear, 
motorized carts, etc. 5) Only 
one style of target is used in 
trap and skeet. Sporting Clays 
can use up to five different siz-
es and styles of targets in a sin-
gle round. 6) The targets can be 
presented as singles; true pairs; 
following pairs; and report 
pairs. 7) Targets with a differ-
ent, but clear and discernible 
look (poison targets), can be in-
serted anywhere in the event. 
Shooting at one of these targets 
it’s considered a miss. It’s con-
sidered a hit if you can refrain 
from shooting one of these tar-
gets when presented.

Here are some of the target 
presentations you are likely to 
encounter. Rabbit Run – this 
is a ground-bouncing target, 
at a range of 15 to 40 yards, 
and requires a quick-sweep-
ing shot with a strong follow-
through. Woodcock – usually 
a low overhead or extremely 
hard crossing throw, giving the 
shooter just a quick glimpse of 
the target. Duck Tower – a 40 to 
70 foot tower with five stations 
laid out around its base throw-
ing outgoing and quartering 
targets from 20 to 60 yards. 
Dove – similar to the duck tow-
er, where targets are incoming 
angled shots launched from an 
elevated position. Grouse Bluff 

– usually a hillside shot with 
crossing or outgoing targets, 
and with the shooter looking 
down into a gully.

     Usually there are 12 to 15 
or more stations in a Sporting 
Clays course. The remaining 
stations can have names like 
Springing Teal; Rising Sharptail; 
Blue Bill Pass; Rising Ringnecks; 
Whistlin’ Bobs; Duck Pond; or 
Sneaky Snip… and all will of-
fer a crazy variety of target pre-
sentations. You’ll get targets 
ranging from incoming to out-
going; low skimming to steep 
climbing; and from fast flying 
to hard crossing. You can expect 
slow incoming settling targets, 
to straight-up springing targets. 
You may even have to shoot 
from inside a wobbly old Duck 
Boat. This is just some of the ba-
sic target presentations offered. 
Based on the way most courses 

are designed, these presenta-
tions can be changed-up easily, 
so shooters may get a different 
look from one event to the next.

The preferred guns seem to 
be 12, 20, or 28 gauge autos or 
over/unders. Barrel lengths are 
usually 28”-32” with a variety 
of chokes being a must. Loads 
will range from light skeet loads 
(#9’s) for a close range shot, to 
heavy handicap trap loads (#7.5) 
for those ultra-long range shots. 
Remington, Browning, Beretta, 
Kolar, SKB, and Kreighoff, seem 
to be the guns of choice for most 
Sporting Clays shooters. As al-
ways, no matter what gun you 

choose, you’ll always want 
a quality gun for safety, ac-
curacy, and reliability. As I 
mentioned earlier, shooters 
will often carry a variety of 
guns and loads along with 
them as they travel through a 
typical Sporting Clays course. 
 
Well… this is just a brief 
snap-shot of what Sporting 
Clays has to offer. It’s the hot-
test new clay target game in 
America, and I can certainly 
see why! There’s really a lot 
more to it, but for now, I en-
courage you to go out and 
experience shooting the game 
for yourself. Of all the clay 
target games, it appears to be 
the most fun and challenging. 
Take note, that a perfect score 
in Sporting Clays is unusual, 
even for the top shooters! A 
little practice on the 5-Stand 
will certainly give you a taste 

of what you can expect. Like 
several top shooters have said 
to me, “the best way to under-
stand the game is to go shoot 
it”. So, that’s my plan… I’m 
off to have some fun!

 
If you’d like more informa-

tion visit my website at www.
claybrakn.com, or if you have 
a specific question send me an 
email at claybrakn@msn.com 
and I’ll do my best to get it 
answered.

I Hate Spring there is Noth-
ing to do! It’s not like fall 
when you can go out in 

the woods. I guess I could take 
the dogs out in the woods. 
But just my luck ONE of them 
would find a shed antler from 
some deer as Josies my Vizsla 
Brother Jack did the other day 
for Scott and Mellissa, he was 
SO PROUD! But then I guess 
I’d spend the rest of the day 
in the woods looking 
for the other, you got to 
have a matching set, it’s 
only Natural! NOT gon-
na Do it!

I could spend the day 
going out to one of the 
many training grounds 
we run field trials or 
hunt tests in. I could get 
my dog and myself accli-
mated to the area when 
I’m not worried about 
interfering with an event 
or upsetting some judge 
or event official or look-
ing for a bird or a point. 
I then could map out like 
the pros do, all the nice 
hiding spots the birds 
find, so I would know it 
when I’m running. Sure 
would help me get a bet-
ter score. But I can take 
a look when the event is 
on, why waste the time 
now. NOT GONNA DO 
IT!

I could inspect all my 
dog and hunting equip-
ment. Replace what 
needs replacing and 
mend what I can. I then 
would have time to look 
online and at local stores for 
things I really need instead of 
being rushed as I’m on my way 
to hunting. I could clean my 
guns in the spring sun on the 
deck. I could take a look at my 
maps and update them from 

my log books, so I’d be less 
rushed and ready to go this 
fall. NOT GONNA DO IT!

I could do some spring 
training, much needed after 
the winter held up inside. 
Hell, it’s warm enough we 
can get some water work in 
before the hunt test season 
starts. Clear up some of those 
issues ahead of time. I could 
take the time to do those 

I could pick-up a calendar. 
Start penciling all the train-
ing dates, trials and tests, 
fun days and banquets that I 
could find by going to all the 
web pages linked on www.
Bdarn.com. Then I could 
have a plan on what I was 
doing every weekend and 
never miss and event. I’d be 
the most organized person 
I would know. But then my 
buddies would call me anal 
and I can’t let THAT happen! 
NOT GONNA DO IT!

I could pick-up the yard 
and all the droppings the 
dogs have left for me. Could 

things I normally never have 
time to do. Or god forbid 
do some obedience training. 
NOT GONNA DO IT!

make a list of things that need 
fixing and schedule THEM 
in my calendar. I wouldn’t be 
fixing things when I should 
have been hunting this fall 
or during the coldest days of 
winter. But I’m a Pirate and a 
Rebel and we don’t do things 
like that, we live the Free 
Bird Life with no plans. NOT 
GONNA DO IT!

Nope I’ll find the couch 
and the remote and see if 
NASCAR is on!

Dennis Guldan is from 
New Brighton, MN, by way 
of Marshfield WI!

Josie: Sorry Dad I’m busy right now, the sun 
has not been this hot for MONTHS!

From the Publisher’s Desk
Welcome to the April/May 

issue of Bird Dog & Retriever 
News. Thank you, subscribers, 
organizations and advertisers 
for supporting us. 

We are late again, but I make 
sure you have three months 
of calendar of events so you 
haven’t missed anything. More 
has probably happened to me in 
the past three months than any 
three months in recent memory. 
First this weekend Ellen got a 
new Grandson Jax Guldan from 
our son Ron and Angela. Our 
first grand baby, I also took a new 
Medical Electronics Engineering 
job on the bleeding edge of tech 
you may be hearing about in the 
next year. The dogs just got back 
from their trainers and as I tell 
everyone mostly daily: I’m Livin 
Da Dream!

Next issue we are increasing 
the size of this publication by 
four more pages. NO we will 
NOT be raising the price. PO-
TUS Trump called and ask us to 
keep inflation under control... 
I’d like more articles and can’t 
find any area we should be cut-
ting. We should go from about 
eight articles per issue to over a 
dozen. I think that’s about right 
for a publication.

So what’s in this issue? I talk 
about Spring and things to do. 
Frank on the next page intro-
duces us to the game of Sporting 
Clays. Gary Kramer then has a 
beautiful & informative book on 
Upland Game birds. If you are 
looking  for a coffee table book, 
can’t get any better.  Then the 
new products, three-four caught 
my eye: A lighted Leash, Fetch 
thrower, fire blower and Calm-
ing formula for a pup that... has 
energy!

Then George Hickox gives us 
a short course on Puppy Train-
ing. Followed by our calendar of 
shows, trials and tests for three 
months into June. Followed by a 
new recipe to cook pheasant and 
the latest state news and ending 
with industry news. And for our 
two picture pages we have more 
from The industry Vegas SHOT 
Show and Pheasantfest this year 
in Mpls!

Seems I am out of room!
 Enjoy!

See you in the field and at 
the shows & events!
Dennis Guldan
Publisher Bird Dog & Retriever 
News  
E-mail: Publisher@Bird-Dog-
News.com  Worlds largest read 
hunting/dog publication A great 
publication, that makes you smile!

“I want patience, 
and I want it now!”


