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department’s future vision for 
management and an ongoing part-
nership with Wisconsin on habitat 
work. Department officials will 
seek feedback from the audience 
after their presentations.

 Meetings are set for the follow-
ing dates, times and locations:

* Morehead: Thursday, Feb. 26, 6 
p.m., Morehead Conference Cen-
ter, 111 East 1st Street.

* Paintsville: Saturday, Feb. 
28, 7 p.m., Paintsville Recreation 
Center, 232 Preston Street (Held 
in conjunction with the Kentucky 
Grouse Hunters Association an-
nual banquet).

* Corbin: Monday, March 2, 7 
p.m. Tri-county Quail Club, 369 
Wilton Cemetery Road.

Maryland
dnr releases 2015 

Midwinter Waterfowl 
Survey results

Each winter, aerial survey teams 
of pilots and biologists from the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and the Maryland Department of 
Natural Resources make visual es-
timates of ducks, geese and swans 
along Maryland’s Chesapeake 
Bay shoreline and Atlantic coast. 
This year, the teams witnessed 
more than 855,500 waterfowl, 
slightly lower than the 905,000 
birds observed during 2014, but 
higher than the five year average 
of 757,000.

Biologists attribute this year’s 
count to the fact large areas of the 
Bay’s tributaries were ice covered 
during the survey period, concen-
trating waterfowl where they were 
more easily counted.

Overall, dabbling ducks were 
less abundant (90,800) compared 
to last winter (128,000). Diving 
duck numbers (192,000) were 
similar to the numbers observed 

last winter (190,300). The sur-
vey estimate for redhead ducks 
(32,200) was the highest since the 
mid-1970s. The canvasback count 
(64,200) was one of the highest 
since the mid-1960s, and similar to 
the January 2014 estimate (68,400). 
Survey teams also observed large 
numbers of wintering Canada 
geese (504,700), mainly along the 
upper Chesapeake Bay.

The Midwinter Waterfowl Sur-
vey has been conducted annually 
throughout the United States since 
the early 1950s. The Maryland 
survey results (see chart below) 
are ultimately pooled with results 
from other states to provide a mea-
sure of the distributional changes 
and long-term trends of waterfowl 
wintering in the Atlantic Flyway.

Keep up to date with DNR’s 
Wildlife and Heritage Service 
on Facebook and Twitter @
MDDNRWildlife.

 

aerial photo of geese in the lower Chester river

MiChigan
new experimental duck 

hunting opportunity 
in Michigan, iowa and 

Wisconsin has successful 
first year

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice authorized the states of Iowa, 
Wisconsin and Michigan to imple-
ment an early teal duck hunting 
season on a three-year experimen-
tal basis beginning in 2014. Teal 
(blue-winged and green-winged) 
are migratory birds managed un-
der the authority of the USFWS 
in cooperation with state wildlife 
agencies, so decisions are made 
at a continental or regional level. 
As a result, the USFWS required 
the three state wildlife agencies to 
conduct and report the monitor-
ing of this experimental season as 
a group. The first-year report is 
now available, and results demon-
strated that hunters focused their 
harvest on desired teal ducks.

Maryland Midwinter Waterfowl Survey Results, 2011 – 2015
Complete survey results (rounded to the nearest hundred)
Species  2011  2012  2013  2014  2015
Mallard 55,100  57,400  33,100  75,900  50,000
Black Duck 23,000  27,700  22,500  39,300  30,900
Gadwall 6,400  5,000  7,400  4,000  5,100
Wigeon 200  1,400  500  800  2,200
G-W Teal 600  3,700  6,300  3,900  700
Shoveler 100  200  1,700  100  100
Pintail 1,200  1,200  1,300  4,000  1,800
Total Dabblers 86,600  96,600  72,800  128,000  90,800
Redhead 4,700  4,500  16,700  15,900  32,200
Canvasback46,100  14,300  18,400  68,400  64,200 
Scaup 37,100  69,200  27,500  47,100  55,600 
Ring-neck 1,600  1,300  1,900  1,600  300
Goldeneye 300  900  800  1,500  600
Bufflehead 7,800  19,800  15,600  21,800  19,100
Ruddy Duck  17,500  15,300  17,200  34,000  20,000
Total Divers 115,100  125,300  98,100  190,300  192,000
Scoters 200  5,100  2,000  7,600  1,300
Long-tailed Duck 300 800  600  200  100 
Mergansers 7,800  2,800  2,000  6,200  3000
Total Ducks 210,000  230,600  175,500  332,400   287,200
Brant  1,500  500  1,500  600  900
Snow Goose 28,200  43,400  83,300  44,200  44,900
Canada Goose 397,700 342,600  462,000  512,100  504,700
Tundra Swan 14,400  16,600  17,300  16,100  17,800
Total Waterfowl 651,800 633,700  739,600  905,500  855,500

“We are very pleased we could 
provide this early teal season 
opportunity without significant 
impact on non-target species, as 
our Michigan waterfowl hunters 
demonstrated good sportsman-
ship and judgment in the field,” 
said Russ Mason, chief of the 
Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources’ Wildlife Division.

Blue-winged teal are an early-
migrating duck, so many teal have 
left the states prior to the opening 
day of regular duck hunting sea-
sons. Because of this behavior, the 
USFWS experimented with and 

approved special early teal hunt-
ing seasons for some states in the 
1960s. In the Mississippi Flyway, 
the four northern states (Wiscon-
sin, Michigan, Iowa and Min-
nesota) were excluded from this 
opportunity out of concern that 
hunters would shoot too many 
non-teal ducks. However, recent 
record-high duck populations and 
a desire for more equitable dis-
tribution of harvest opportunity 
led to analyses of the potential 
for adding early teal seasons for 
northern states. After working 
with state agencies to evaluate 

harvest potential, the USFWS 
authorized the northern states to 
implement early teal seasons on 
an experimental basis.

Following state-level public in-
put processes, each state wildlife 
agency established an early teal 
season based on biological and 
social factors. The state wildlife 
agencies then followed with com-
munication and hunter education 
materials for this new season. 
Michigan and Wisconsin held 
early teal seasons Sept. 1-7. while 
Iowa’s season ran Sept. 6-21.
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Trained observers from each 
state observed duck flights and 
hunter behavior during the teal 
hunting seasons. Within the range 
of an observed hunting group, the 
species and number of ducks in 
each flock and whether the ducks 
were shot at or hit were recorded. 
A total of 88 trained observers 
evaluated performance of 160 
hunting parties, which provided 
sufficient observations to generate 
statistically valid conclusions. A 
total of 699 non-teal duck flocks 
came within range of hunting par-
ties, with only 44 shot at, resulting 
in a non-target attempt rate of 
6.3 percent. This was well below 
the threshold deemed necessary 
by USFWS to protect other duck 
species not targeted by this early 
season.

“The early teal season provided 
Michigan hunters with a new 
opportunity, and our first-year 
results give us confidence in 
promoting this opportunity for 
hunters again next season,” said 
Dave Luukkonen, research biolo-
gist with Michigan DNR’s Wildlife 
Division.

The Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources is committed 
to the conservation, protection, 
management, use and enjoyment 
of the state’s natural and cultural 
resources for current and future 
generations. For more information, 
go to www.michigan.gov/dnr.

2015 spring light goose 
hunt begins March 1

A spring conservation hunt 
on light geese will open Sunday, 
March 1, and run through Thurs-
day, April 30. Light geese are snow 
geese, blue-phased snow geese 
and the smaller Ross’s goose. 

A federal conservation order, 
which permits the take of light 
geese during the spring, is in place 
to reduce the population of snow 
geese and Ross’s geese that breed 
in Arctic coastal areas and around 
Hudson Bay. High populations of 

the birds have caused considerable 
habitat damage to these fragile 
ecosystems.

Minnesota has participated in 
this spring conservation action 
each year since 2000. Harvest of 
light geese in Minnesota has var-
ied from a few hundred to several 
thousand birds each spring.

To participate, a spring light 
goose permit is required and 
may be obtained through any 
Minnesota DNR license agent, 
via telephone at 888-665-4236 or 
online. There is a $3.50 application 
fee to cover the cost of issuing the 
permit. No other license, stamp or 
permit is required.

A summary of regulations is 
available online, from license 
vendors, DNR wildlife offices or 
by calling the DNR Information 
Center at 888-646-6367.

MiSSSiSSippi
MdWFp and MSU to 

host Quail and Turkey 
Workshop 

The Mississippi Department 
of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks 
(MDWFP) and Mississippi State 
University Extension Service are 
hosting a workshop to teach land-
owners how to better manage their 
property for bobwhite quail and 
wild turkeys. “Managing Quail 
and Turkey in Mississippi” will be 
presented February 27 from 8 a.m. 
until 3 p.m. at the MDWFP Missis-
sippi Museum of Natural Science 
in Jackson. Topics to be covered 
include turkey and quail biology, 
habitat management, and incorpo-
rating wildlife management into 
profitable forestry and agricultural 
practices. Landowners will also 
learn about the impacts of preda-
tion on game bird populations as 
well as the answers to commonly 
asked questions about pen-raised 
quail, supplemental feeding, and 
food plots.

Registration cost is $20, which 
includes materials and lunch. The 
workshop is sponsored by the 
Jackson Chapter of the National 
Wild Turkey Federation. To pre-
register or for more information, 
please visit www.cfr.msstate.edu/
workshops/gamebird 2015 or call 
Bill Hamrick at (662) 325-3174.

For more information regarding 
wild turkeys, quail, and prescribed 
burning in Mississippi, visit us at 
www.mdwfp.com/habitat or call 
us at (601) 432-2199. 

youth Waterfowl 
hunting day is January 

31 
The Mississippi Department 

of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks 
(MDWFP) would like to remind 
everyone that all Wildlife Manage-
ment Areas (WMAs) with water-
fowl hunting opportunity will be 
open for the final statewide youth 
waterfowl hunting day of the sea-
son on January 31, 2015. Adults are 
encouraged to participate by tak-
ing a youth under the age of 16 to 
experience waterfowl hunting on 
public or private lands. 

“It is extremely important to the 
MDWFP that Mississippi hunters 
take the time to pass along the 
hunting tradition to youth who will 
soon be old enough to drive them-
selves, purchase a hunting license, 
and hunt on their own. State duck 
stamp sales allow us to annually 
accomplish important waterfowl 
habitat work in Mississippi,” said 
James Callicutt, MDWFP Water-
fowl Program Biologist. 

Houston Havens, MDWFP Wa-
terfowl Program Leader said “This 
late-season youth day allows an 
opportunity for youth to experi-
ence waterfowl hunting when 
bird numbers are typically near 
their peaks for the season. It also 
provides incentive for adults to 
get out and set up in areas where 
they have had success during the 
regular season.”

Waterfowl regulations, includ-
ing bag limits, for the youth hunt-
ing day will be the same as during 
the regular waterfowl season; 
however, youth hunters are ex-
empt from purchasing a hunting 
license, WMA user permit, and 
duck stamps. Non-toxic shot and 
shotguns holding no more than 
three shells must still be used. 
Youth hunters must be accom-
panied by a Mississippi licensed 
adult, and adults are not allowed 
to waterfowl hunt during the 
youth hunt.

For more information regarding 
waterfowl in Mississippi, visit our 
website at www.mdwfp.com/wa-
terfowl or call us at (601) 432-2199. 

live Webcam Offers 
glimpse of Waterfowl in 

the Mississippi delta 
Waterfowl are continually ar-

riving on many Wildlife Manage-
ment Areas (WMAs) in the Delta 
to make Mississippi their winter 
home. A special video camera was 
installed on one of these WMAs 
to give the public a live look at 
the lives of waterfowl and other 
waterbirds in the Delta. This is the 
first time that this technology has 
been used to give the public the 
opportunity to view live footage 
of wintering ducks on public lands 
that are open to hunting. 

During winter, waterfowl re-
quire a diversity of habitats, and 
the Mississippi Department of 
Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks 
(MDWFP) strives to provide these 
habitats on WMAs. The camera 
depicts birds using shallowly 
flooded wetland habitat used 
primarily by waterfowl for forag-
ing. Waterfowl behaviors are also 
displayed as they interact with 
each other, and as they react to 
pressures such as birds of prey. As 
winter progresses, this will pro-
vide insight on how duck numbers 
and species change, as well as how 
they use wetland habitats. “This 
camera gives hunters the rare op-

portunity to observe undisturbed 
waterfowl behavior and arrange-
ments, which could be useful 
when placing decoys in similar 
habitats”, said Houston Havens, 
MDWFP Waterfowl Program 
Leader. The live webcam can be 
viewed on the MDWFP website at 
www.mdwfp.com/wmaduckcam.

For more information regarding 
waterfowl in Mississippi, visit our 
website at www.mdwfp.com/wa-
terfowl or call us at 601-432-2199. 

MiSSOUri
MdC offers effective 

wingshooting workshop 
in southeast Missouri

Please Credit “Courtesy Mis-
souri Department of Conserva-
tion”

The Missouri Department of 
Conservation (MDC) will present 
an effective wingshooting work-
shop on March 14 from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at Duck Creek Conservation 
Area. This course is designed for 
upland bird, waterfowl, and tur-
key hunters and is an advanced 
shotgunning education program 
designed to evaluate wingshooters 
and identify problem areas.

“One of the complaints from 
hunters is that their shooting skills 
are inconsistent but they can’t 
determine the cause,” said MDC 

Outdoor Skills Specialist DeeDee 
Dockins.

After evaluating shooting skills, 
modifications will be applied to 
existing shooting techniques to 
improve participants’ wingshoot-
ing skills.

“Corrections to existing shoot-
ing techniques, gun fit, and gun 
mount can make huge improve-
ments resulting in more consistent 
performance in the field,” Dockins 
said. “Taking fewer marginal 
shoots, spending less money on 
equipment and ammunition, and 
most importantly reducing the 
wounding loss of the resource are 
paramount to being an ethical and 
successful hunter.”

Distance estimation, equip-
ment and ammunition selection 
will also be topics covered in the 
course. In addition to boosting 
wingshooting performance and 
conservation results, this training 
can help save money on expenses 
with fewer wasted shells, she said.

Registered attenders should 
bring their hunting shotgun, choke 
tubes, nontoxic shotgun ammuni-
tion to pattern, eye and ear protec-
tion, a stool or chair, a sack lunch 
and drink. Clay targets, 12 and 20 
gauge non-toxic practice ammuni-
tion will be provided.

Dockins said the course is free, 
but registration is required since 
space is limited. The MDC’s 
Southeast Regional Office is taking 
registrations at (573) 290-5730. For 



55
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-916954
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

April/May 2015                                                           Now in our Twenty Fourth year                                                     www.Bdarn.com  April/May  2015                                    We average over a half-million hits a month on the net.                                  www.Bdarn.com

information on other conservation 
related events in southeast Mis-
souri, go online to mdc.mo.gov/
capenaturecenter.

MOnTana
Shooting range 

development grant 
deadline May 1

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks 
reminds shooting range enthu-
siasts that the deadline to apply 
for range development grants is 
May 1.

Montana’s Shooting Range 
Grant Program, administered by 
FWP, provides funding to private 
shooting clubs, organizations, lo-
cal governments and school dis-
tricts to build and improve public 
shooting ranges throughout the 
state.

To learn more about the Shoot-
ing Range Grant Program, and for 
a grant application, go to the FWP 
website at fwp.mt.gov, click on the 
Recreation page and look under 
Shooting Ranges. Or, call FWP at: 
406-444-9947.

Completed Shooting Range 
Grant applications may be mailed 
to: Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks, 
attn: Shooting Range Grant, Com-
munication and Education Bu-
reau, 1420 East Sixth Ave., PO Box 
200701, Helena, MT 59620.

nebraSka
Consider Continuous 
Crp Opportunities

Agriculture producers are en-
couraged to visit their local Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) office to see 
what continuous Conservation Re-
serve Program (CRP) opportuni-
ties are available. Continuous CRP 
is a great option for those areas of 
a farm that are underperforming 
or difficult to farm.

The Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission, along with other part-

ners, offer a variety of additional 
incentives that can make continu-
ous CRP a good business decision.

There are practices 
available to fit every 
operation. Among them 
is the Highly Erodible 
Land Initiative, which 
can improve water and 
air quality, as well as 
provide wildlife habitat. 
Another practice, the 
Nebraska State Acres for 
Wildlife Enhancement, 
aims to enhance habitat 
for bobwhite quail and 
greater prairie-chickens. 
CRP doesn’t just benefit 
these species; deer, tur-
keys, and waterfowl also thrive.

CRP assists farmers, ranchers 
and other ag producers to use their 
environmentally sensitive land for 
conservation benefits. As a result, 
CRP has provided economically 
viable solutions for producers and 
valuable habitat for wildlife.

Call or visit your local FSA office 
for more information.

be aware of Changes 
to light goose 

Conservation Order
Waterfowlers should be aware 

of two changes to this year’s Light 
Goose Conservation Order, which 
opens across the state on Feb. 9.

There are three zones this year 
instead of two. In addition to 
the Rainwater Basin Zone in 
south-central Nebraska, there are 
West and East zones. Outside of 
the Rainwater Basin Zone, U.S. 
Highway 81 in eastern Nebraska 
separates the West and East zones.

The order also will close later 
this year, April 5 in the Rainwater 
Basin and West zones, and April 
15 in the East Zone.

For more information about the 
Light Goose Conservation Order, 
read the 2014 Waterfowl Guide at 
OutdoorNebraska.org.

nevada
Seeding project aims 
to Jumpstart Crucial 

habitat
The 2013 Spring Peak Fire 

burned nearly 14,230 acres of cru-
cial wildlife habitat. A majority of 
the area burned is designated as 
Preliminary Priority Habitat for 
sage-grouse. This habitat repre-
sented high quality sage-grouse 
and winter mule deer habitat with 
a majority consisting of productive 
sagebrush, bitterbrush, and peren-
nial grass cover.

“The fire removed the brush 
forcing sage-grouse to look else-
where for suitable habitat. It also 
set back crucial winter range for 
the mule deer in that area,” said 
Mark Freese, Habitat Biologist for 
the Nevada Department of Wild-
life (NDOW). In an effort to help 
restore the area, volunteers and 
agency staff from NDOW, United 
States Forest Service (USFS), and 
the Bureau of Land Management 
took to the hills to manually plant 
as many sagebrush seedlings as 
possible. For two cold and windy 
days in November, 45 men and 
women planted more than 6,000 
sagebrush seedlings by hand.

“The best way to manually plant 
a sagebrush seedling is with a gas 
powered auger and planting each 
sagebrush seedling by hand. This 
is a very time consuming and 
tedious process, but everyone 
recognized how important this 
project was and they got the job 
done,” said Aaron Keller, Western 
Region Wildlife Outdoor Educator 
and volunteer coordinator for this 
project.

The Spring Peak Fire area was 
a habitat that was dominated by 
native shrubs that were valuable 
habitat for sage grouse and mule 
deer. Often times when the native 
plant species struggle to re-estab-
lish after a fire, other plant species 
will take its place. Unfortunately, 
in many places the species best 
equipped to take advantage of a 
fire scarred landscape are invasive 
species such as cheat grass.

“We know that sage-grouse have 
nested within unburned islands 
within the larger burned area 
demonstrating the importance of 
shrub islands,” said Freese. “Plant-
ing seedlings in shrub islands will 
help with the vegetation recovery 
in the burned area providing 
pockets of cover and forage ben-
efiting sage-grouse, mule deer, and 
other wildlife. Once established, 
these shrub islands will act as a 
seed source that would otherwise 
be unavailable as the dispersal 
of sagebrush and bitterbrush is 
limited.”

The seedling planting project 
was just part of the plan to bring 
back this important habitat. Prior 
to the planting, NDOW and USFS 
staff aerial seeded 863 acres with a 
brush mix (sagebrush and bitter-
brush), seeded 672 acres of burned 
Pinyon/Juniper woodlands with a 
brush-grass–forb mix and cut 65 
acres of dead standing trees. “Our 
goal here is to give the habitat a 
jumpstart to help speed up the 
recovery process,” said Freese.

This project has both long term 
and short term goals. A few of 
the short term goals are to help 

prevent erosion and to combat the 
invasion of noxious weeds. There 
is a long list of long term goals 
including providing important 
wildlife habitat for sage grouse, 
mule deer, black bears and even-
tually desert bighorn sheep. “Ben-
jamin Franklin once said, “Well 
done is better than well said.” 
This is definitely true for all of 
the volunteers who helped make 
this project a success,” said Aaron 
Keller, Western Region Wildlife 
Outdoor Educator and volunteer 
coordinator for this project. 

You can check out photos and 
video of the project on NDOW’s 
new Nevada Wild website at 
www.nevadawild.org.

The Nevada Department of 
Wildlife (NDOW) protects, re-
stores and manages fish and wild-
life, and promotes fishing, hunt-
ing, and boating safety. NDOW’s 
wildlife and habitat conservation 
efforts are primarily funded by 
sportsmen’s license and conserva-
tion fees and a federal surcharge 
on hunting and fishing gear. Sup-
port wildlife and habitat conserva-
tion in Nevada by purchasing a 
hunting, fishing, or combination 
license. Find us on Facebook, Twit-
ter or visit us at www.ndow.org. 

neW JerSey
donated pheasant boxes 

Used Stocking record 
number of birds

Thanks to the Union Sports-
men’s Alliance (USA) Work Boots 
on the Ground program and a 
group of dedicated union volun-
teers, the NJDEP Division of Fish 
and Wildlife’s pheasant and quail 
stocking programs received a 
boost in 2014. 

After the success of the project 
in 2013, the USA’s 2nd Annual 
Tri-State Area Conservation Din-
ner committee decided to replicate 
it. Using $5,100 worth of building 
supplies purchased with 2014 

dinner funds, 52 pheasant and 10 
quail transport boxes were built, 
painted and delivered to the Divi-
sion. The boxes were put to good 
use this past season with a record 
number of birds stocked (see 
below) on state Wildlife Manage-
ment Areas. 

For more information on the 
donation, please see www.union-
sportsmen.org/nj-pheasant-quail-
programs-get-boost-union-volun-
teers/ on the USA website. 

The most pheasants of the past 
24 years were produced and 
stocked by the Division in 2014 - 
almost 63,000! This includes 1000 
bonus birds for the Youth Pheasant 
Hunt and nearly 5,600 bonus birds 
for the final four regular season 
stockings. The breakdown is as 
follows: 

Youth Hunt 2,100,  Regular Sea-
son, 55,000. Bonus Birds, 5,590, 
Total Stocked, 62,690

All pheasants were raised at 
the Division’s Rockport Pheasant 
Farm in Warren County.

nOrTh dakOTa
Spring light goose 
Migration Updates

track general locations of geese 
as birds make their way through 
the state.

Hunters are able to call 701-328-
3697 to hear recorded information 
24 hours a day. Migration reports 
are also posted on the North Da-
kota Game and Fish Department 
website, gf.nd.gov. Updates will 
be provided periodically during 
the week as migration events oc-
cur, until the season ends or geese 
have left the state.

North Dakota’s spring light 
goose season opened Feb. 21 and 
continues through May 17.

Residents can hunt during the 
spring season through March 31 
with either a 2014-15 or 2015-16 
license. However, the 2014-15 
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hunting license expires March 
31. Residents will need a 2015-16 
license beginning April 1.

Nonresidents need a 2015 spring 
light goose season license. The cost 
is $50 and the license is good state-
wide. Nonresident youth under 
age 16 can purchase a license at 
the resident fee if they reside in a 
state that has a reciprocity licens-
ing agreement with North Dakota.

Other season information, in-
cluding regulations, is available 
by accessing the Game and Fish 
website.

Midwinter Waterfowl 
Survey

The North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department’s annual mid-
winter waterfowl survey in early 
January indicated 145,200 birds 
were in the state.

Mike Szymanski, migratory 
game bird biologist, said an esti-
mated 87,700 Canada geese were 
observed on the Missouri River, 
and another 30,600 were scattered 
on Nelson Lake. Lake Sakakawea, 
declared iced-over on Jan. 6, had 
no geese on the lake itself. Szy-
manski said after summarizing the 
numbers, 118,500 Canada geese 
and 26,500 mallards were tallied 
statewide.

“Conditions leading up to this 
year’s survey were highly vari-
able, but lower than average snow 
conditions resulted in more birds 
in the state compared to the past 
couple winters,” Szymanski said.

Harsh conditions in mid-No-
vember pushed many geese 
through the Missouri River Sys-
tem, Szymanski said, and essen-
tially all other waters in the state, 
with the exception of a few places 
with fast-moving or warm water, 
were frozen at the time.

“However, moderate conditions 
in much of December allowed for 
ideal wintering conditions along 
the Missouri River,” Szymanski 
added. “The lack of snow cover 

was important for allowing birds 
to feed without too much trouble. 
Aside from a few brief periods of 
inclement weather, wintering con-
ditions in areas with open water 
have been ideal for waterfowl.”

OhiO
2015-2016 Small game 

hunting Seasons 
proposed to Ohio 
Wildlife Council

The 2015-2016 small game hunt-
ing seasons were proposed to the 
Ohio Wildlife Council on Wednes-
day, Jan. 14, according to the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources 
(ODNR).

Hunting season date propos-
als are prepared by the ODNR 
Division of Wildlife and maintain 
many traditional opening dates. 
Proposals concerning Ohio’s 
white-tailed deer hunting sea-
son will be presented at the next 
Ohio Wildlife Council meeting on 
Wednesday, Feb.

ODNR Division of Wildlife Pro-
posed Hunting Season Dates: 

2015
- Sept. 1 - Squirrel and dove 

hunting
- Oct. 24-25 and Oct. 31-Nov.1 

-Youth small game hunting sea-
sons statewide 

- Nov. 6 - Cottontail rabbit, ring-
necked pheasant and bobwhite 
quail

Proposed open counties for 
quail hunting remain the same 
as last season: Adams, Athens, 
Brown, Butler, Clermont, Clinton, 
Highland, Jackson, Meigs, Mont-
gomery, Pike, Preble, Ross, Scioto, 
Vinton and Warren.

- Nov. 10 - Fox, raccoon, skunk, 
opossum and weasel hunting and 
trapping

- Oct. 12-Nov. 29 - Fall wild 
turkey 

2016 - April 18-May 15 – Spring 
wild turkey 

- April 16-17 – Youth wild turkey 
The Ohio Wildlife Council is an 

eight-member board that approves 
all of the ODNR Division of Wild-
life proposed rules and regula-
tions. The council will vote on the 
proposed rules and season dates 
after considering public input.

Open houses to receive public 
comments about hunting, trap-
ping and fishing regulations and 
wildlife issues will be held on 
Saturday, March 7. Open houses 
will be held at the ODNR Division 
of Wildlife District One, District 
Two, District Three and District 
Four offices, as well as the Greene 
County Fish and Game Associa-
tion clubhouse in Xenia.

Open houses give the public 
an opportunity to view and dis-
cuss proposed fishing, hunting 
and trapping regulations with 
the ODNR Division of Wildlife 
officials. For Ohioans who are 
unable to attend an open house, 
comments will be accepted online 
at wildohio.gov. The online form 
will be available until March. Di-
rections to the open houses can 
be found at wildohio.gov or by 
calling 800-WILDLIFE (945-3543).

A statewide hearing on all of 
the proposed rules will be held at 
the ODNR Division of Wildlife’s 
District One office on Thursday, 
March 19, at 9 a.m. The office is 
located at 1500 Dublin Road, Co-
lumbus, Ohio 43215.

Council meetings are open to the 
public. Individuals who want to 
provide comments on a topic that 
is currently being considered by 
council are asked to preregister at 
least two days prior to the meet-
ing by calling 614-265-6304. All 
comments are required to be three 
minutes or less.

ODNR ensures a balance be-
tween wise use and protection of 
our natural resources for the ben-
efit of all. Visit the ODNR website 
at ohiodnr.gov.

OklahOMa
industry Funding 

Fuels lesser-prairie 
Chicken Conservation 

partnership
At its recent winter meeting in 

Las Vegas, the Western Associa-
tion of Fish and Wildlife Agen-
cies (WAFWA) announced plans 
to allocate $445,000 to the Lesser 
Prairie-Chicken Initiative partner-
ship to expand habitat conserva-
tion efforts for the federally listed 
lesser prairie-chicken.

 Once abundant across the 
Southern Great Plains, lesser 
prairie-chicken populations have 
declined sharply, largely due to 
habitat loss and fragmentation. 
The species was listed as threat-
ened under the Endangered Spe-
cies Act in May 2014.

 Launched by the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) in 2010, the Lesser Prairie 
Chicken Initiative (LPCI) offers 
financial and technical support 
to ranchers and farmers who 
voluntarily enhance lesser prairie-
chicken habitat on their agricul-
tural lands.

 Critical to that conservation 
effort are the LPCI-funded field 
staff who work one-on-one with 
landowners to provide conserva-
tion planning, technical support, 
and habitat monitoring on en-
rolled lands. NRCS partners with 
several organizations and agencies 
to fund these field positions, col-
lectively known as the Strategic 
Watershed Action Team (SWAT).

 In its January 11 announcement, 
WAFWA committed $222,500 a 
year over the next two years to the 
SWAT program. The Initiative will 
use the funding to hire new field 
staff in critical habitat regions of 
the five states that comprise the 
lesser prairie-chicken’s range: 
Colorado, New Mexico, Kansas, 
Oklahoma, and Texas.

 SWAT field staff will, in turn, 
expand their services to deliver 
conservation planning and moni-
toring for both WAFWA and NRCS 
conservation programs that ben-
efit lesser prairie-chickens.

 According to Jon Ungerer, 
LPCI coordinator, WAFWA’s 
funding will greatly strengthen 
the LPCI partnership. “Currently, 

LPCI and WAFWA offer 
closely aligned conser-
vation programs and 
assistance. This partner-
ship combines range-
land expertise of NRCS 
with wildlife expertise 
of the five state fish and 
wildlife agencies.

 “With this funding, 
we can provide one-
stop shopping for land-
owners and streamline 
services by merging 
technical assistance for 
WAFWA and NRCS pro-
grams aimed at conserv-
ing lesser prairie-chicken 
habitat.”

 WAFWA’s funding 
stems from a mitiga-
tion program established 

through the Lesser Prairie-Chick-
en Range-wide Plan (RWP), which 
WAFWA oversees. Industries with 
developments within the lesser 
prairie-chicken’s range pay a 
mitigation fee to provide habitat 
conservation for the bird.

 To date, industry enrollment 
and mitigation fees have amount-

lesser prairie-chickens were 
listed as threatened under the 

endangered Species act in May 
2014. photo by laura erickson

lesser prairie-chickens gather on a lek 
within sight of ranching operations. photo 

by laura erickson
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ed to more than $37 million, which 
WAFWA has placed in an endow-
ment to support habitat conserva-
tion measures on private lands in 
the lesser prairie-chicken’s range.

 Ross Melinchuk, chairman of 
WAFWA’s Lesser Prairie Chicken 
Council, described the win-win na-
ture of the financial commitment. 
“Our expanded partnership with 
NRCS through the SWAT program 
magnifies our ability to deliver 
lesser prairie-chicken conservation 
to private landowners in a timely 
and cost-effective manner.”

 The RWP offers agricultural 
landowners and operators financial 
assistance for a number of volun-
tary management options, ranging 
from habitat improvement prac-
tices to conservation easements.

 With the 2014 listing of the lesser 
prairie-chicken under the Endan-
gered Species Act, many landown-
ers have expressed concern about 
how ESA regulations might affect 
their agricultural operations. 

 Ungerer said, “This partnership 
provides landowners with the 
planning assistance they need to 
receive Endangered Species Act 
protections when implementing 
their conservation plans, and the 
ability to utilize their plan whether 
they choose to enroll in an NRCS 
or WAFWA financial assistance 
program or not.”

pennSylvania
nearly 1,990 aCreS 

TO be added TO 
STaTe gaMe landS 

SySTeM
Luzerne County purchase totals 

1,980 acres. The Pennsylvania 
Board of Game Commissioners 
today approved land acquisitions 
totaling nearly 1,990 acres. 

 Most of that total stems from 
the acquisition of several tracts in 
Luzerne County that would add 
a combined 1,980 acres to State 

Game Lands 91 and 207. The tracts 
are in Jenkins, Plains, Bear Creek 
and Hanover townships.

 The land would be purchased 
from The Conservation Fund, ei-
ther for a lump-sum payment of 
$2,574,000, or in a series of phased 
closings with an initial payment 
of $858,000 followed by a second 
installment of $909,480 and a third 
and final installment of $883,740. 

 Installment payments could ei-
ther be paid in cash, or the Game 
Commission could choose to 
exchange timber from other State 
Game Land tracts in lieu of pay-
ment, according to the agreement.

 If the installment option is se-
lected, the agreement allows the 
transfer and sale of an undivided 
one-third interest of the property 
per annual payment until the en-
tire property has been transferred 
to the commission.

 All timber assets on the tracts to 
be acquired have been previously 
reserved by Deer Park Lumber 
Inc. until Aug. 1, 2028, and all oil 
and gas on the tracts would be re-
served by Theta Land Corp. until 
Aug. 1 2055.

 The property is mainly forested 
with mixed oak, maple, ash, and 
cherry with minimal forest openings. 
Cold-water fisheries including Gard-
ner Creek, Warden Run, and Mill 
Creek are located on the property. 

 Access is through existing State 
Game Lands 91 and Bald Moun-
tain Road. The two small, de-
tached parcels are located west of 
State Game Lands 207 and west of 
Interstate 81.

 Additionally, the Board of Com-
missioners today approved the 
following properties for purchase:

 * A 3.06-acre property in Moore 
Township, Northampton County 
adjacent to State Game Lands 
168. The option price is $8,000 
lump sum to be paid with funds 
from the Game Fund. The tract is 
mostly forested with mixed oak, 
poplar, black gum, birch and red 

maple. The property will connect 
two parcels of State Game Lands 
168 by joining a detached parcel 
to the main portion of State Game 
Lands 168. The property will 
provide critical access into a por-
tion of State Game Lands 168 that 
has had limited access. Access 
is through existing State Game 
Lands 168 from Smith Gap Road. 
The property is being offered for 
sale by Betty Jane Bellas. 

 * A 2.32-acre tract in Lehigh 
Township, Northampton County, 
that also is adjacent to State Game 
Lands 168. The option price is 
$5,000 lump sum to be paid with 
funds from the Game Fund. The 
tract is mostly forested with mixed 
oak, poplar, black gum, birch and 
red maple. The property will con-
nect two parcels of State Game 
Lands 168 by joining a detached 
parcel to the main portion of the 
game lands. The property will pro-
vide critical access into a portion 
of State Game Lands 168 that has 
limited access. Access is through 
existing State Game Lands 168 
from Timberline Road. The prop-
erty is being offered for sale by 
Kenneth S. Walter.

 * A quarter-acre property in 
Benezette Township, Elk County, 
adjacent to State Game Lands 311. 
The option price is $1,500 lump 
sum to be paid with funds from 
third-party commitments for 
compensation of habitat and rec-
reational losses that occurred on 
state game lands from previously 
approved projects. The tract is 
planted in cool season grasses and 
mowed periodically. The property 
is accessed from Winslow Hill 
Road. It is being offered for sale 
by Anthony W. Gelotti.

 * A 3.35-acre tract in Washington 
Township, Lehigh County that ad-
joins State Game Lands 217. Nancy 
F. Becker is offering to donate this 
tract. The property is forested with 
mixed oaks and has a spring seep 
located on the northwest edge of 
the property. The tract is accessed 
from State Game Lands 217. 

SOUTh dakOTa
nonresident Waterfowl 

license Work group 
holds Second Meeting
The South Dakota Game, Fish 

and Parks’ (GFP) Nonresident Wa-
terfowl License Work Group held 
its second meeting on Feb. 2, 2015, 
to continue discussions about the 
future of license allocations for 
nonresident waterfowl hunters in 
South Dakota.

Discussions at the second meet-
ing focused on unit boundaries 
and the number of licenses that 
should be allocated for each of 
the units. The committee also 
discussed the distribution of hunt-
ing pressure across the state and 
the possibility of issuing youth 
licenses to nonresidents.

Efforts from the work group 
will conclude with assisting the 
Department in formulating recom-
mendations that will be presented 
to the GFP Commission for their 
consideration.

The results of the work group 
discussions can be viewed in the 
meeting notes. Meeting notes, 
dates, maps, presentations as 
well as additional information 
can be found online at http://
gfp.sd.gov/hunting/waterfowl/
nonresidentwaterfowlworkgroup.
aspx. 

To provide suggestions or com-
ments on the structure of nonresi-
dent waterfowl license allocations 
and unit boundaries discussed by 
the work group, please send an 
email to NRWaterfowlLicense@
state.sd.us and include your full 
name and mailing address. 

No Spring Canada Goose Pro-
gram for 2015

PIERRE, S.D. â€“ The South 
Dakota Game, Fish and Parks 
(GFP) will not implement the 
Spring Canada Goose program for 
2015. For the past two years, this 
experimental program utilized 
authorized volunteers to harvest 

resident Canada geese during the 
month of April through a U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service permit.

“The volunteer efforts were 
greatly appreciated over the past 
two years, however, since the de-
sired outcome was not achieved, 
we will not continue this man-
agement approach in 2015,” said 
Keith Fisk, GFP wildlife damage 
program administrator. “The 
harvest efforts through this pro-
gram were an attempt to reduce 
local Canada goose numbers and 
reduce associated crop damage in 
targeted locations.”

The GFP Commission contin-
ues to take steps to reduce resi-
dent Canada goose populations 
through liberal hunting opportu-
nities in the August Management 
Take and Early Fall September 
goose seasons. GFP also continues 
to provide Canada goose damage 
abatement assistance to landown-
ers who experience crop damage 
from the birds.

For more information, please 
contact your local GFP Division of 
Wildlife office http://gfp.sd.gov/
agency/contacts/contact-wildlife-
offices.aspx.

-GFP- 
- See more at: http://gfp.

sd.gov/news/news/february/17.
aspx#sthash.3pxg5sk8.dpuf

Canada goose Season 
ends, light goose 

Season begins
South Dakota waterfowl hunt-

ers are reminded that the Unit 2 
Canada goose season ends this 
Sunday, Feb. 15, 2015. The South 
Dakota 2015 Light Goose Conser-
vation Order begins Feb. 14 and 
ends May 3. 

This Conservation Order is is-
sued annually for a spring hunt 
to control an overabundance of 
these particular geese. Light geese 
generally migrate into the eastern 
one-third of South Dakota in late 

February to early March. 
For more information visit: 

http://www.gfp.sd.gov/hunt-
ing/waterfowl/spring-light-
goose.aspx.

- See more at: http://gfp.
sd.gov/news/news/february/11.
aspx#sthash.UuLnTMWO.dpuf

UTah
See tundra swans, March 14 

Salt Creek WMA hosts free view-
ing event

Corinne — Seeing and hearing 
just one tundra swan is enough to 
take your breath away. Imagine 
seeing and hearing hundreds of 
them.

You might at Tundra Swan Day.
Tundra Swan Day–March 14
On March 14, the Division of 

Wildlife Resources will host Utah’s 
annual Tundra Swan Day. Admis-
sion is free. The event will be held 
at the Salt Creek Waterfowl Man-
agement Area, west of Corinne.

Phil Douglass, regional conser-
vation outreach manager with the 
DWR, says viewing will run from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. He says spotting 
scopes will be available, so you 
can get a close look at the swans. 
“If you have your own binoculars 
or a spotting scope, though, please 
bring it,” he says.

In addition to enjoying the 
spring weather, Douglass says 
you’ll have a thrilling viewing 
experience.

“Just seeing and hearing the 
variety of waterfowl at Salt Creek 
is worth the trip,” he says, “but 
knowledgeable and friendly peo-
ple from the DWR and Wasatch 
Audubon will also be available to 
answer any questions you have. 
And, if you have a scout group 
that needs to talk to a conservation 
officer, this is the perfect place to 
do it.”

Douglass says the migration 
of tundra swans through Utah is 
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