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Ruffed Grouse

All indications point to 
good grouse season this year 
in Wisconsin. Hunters who hit 
the woods in September, when 
grouse were still hanging out 
in broods and the cover was 
so thick that most flushes were 
counted by sound rather than 
sight, may have mixed reports.

When October arrives, 
though, it’s time for some real 
grouse hunting. Before we get 
to that, let’s see what the biolo-
gists say we should find.

The drumming counts re-
ported last spring suggest that 
we are four or five years from 
the next peak in the grouse 
cycle. In other words, right on 
schedule. If you like, you can 
download this survey from 
the DNR web site. Looking 
at it now is pretty much an 
academic exercise, since it’s 
much more useful, not to men-
tion enjoyable, to count grouse 
while you walk the woods with 
a shotgun.

A quick glance at page 4, 
however, shows a graph of the 
cycle since 1964 - longer than 
most of us have been hunting 
grouse. The graph reveals that 
the past two peaks have been 
significantly lower than the two 

Ruffed Grouse Strategy
By Dan Small

previous, and it appears that 
the next peak will follow this 
recent pattern.

There are several ways to 
interpret this trend, but most 
grouse biologists say the grad-
ual decline in grouse num-
bers reflects the steady loss of 
habitat over the past 40 years. 
In Wisconsin’s north woods, 
grouse habitat means mixed 
age classes of aspen: young 
stuff for brood rearing, pole 
aspen for fall, and winter cover 
and mature aspen for winter 
food. This balance of all ages 
of aspen in close proximity 
provides “grouse with what 
they need throughout the year. 
With it, they thrive. Without it, 
they suffer some losses.

Some county foresters and 
private groups, most notably 
the Ruffed Grouse Society, are 
managing aspen with small 
clear-cuts in a checkerboard 
pattern that yields ideal grouse 
cover. Most of Wisconsin’s as-
pen in public and commercial 
forests, however, is growing old 
faster than it can be cut.

What does this mean for 
the hunter this season? Simply 
this: If you want to find good 
numbers of grouse, look for 

mixed-age aspen habitat.

During past peaks, there 
were so many grouse that they 
spilled out of good habitat into 
marginal cover. You could hunt 
almost any patch of woods and 
kick up enough birds to keep 
you and your dog happy. That 
probably won’t be true this time 
around.

Birds will be concentrated 
in the very best habitat. Cover 
that holds birds this year will 
most certainly hold more next 
year and even more the next, 
assuming good winter survival 
of hens and warm, dry weather 
from mid-June through mid-
August, which is needed for 
good brood survival.

Speaking of brood survival, 
the rains and floods that devas-
tated southern Wisconsin took a 
heavy toll on young pheasants 
and, to a lesser extent, young 
turkeys. The north woods were 
spared the summer rains, and 
grouse brood counts jumped up 
from last year. You can down-
load a preliminary 10-week 
brood survey for all three spe-
cies on the DNR web site. Like 
the drumming counts, brood 
surveys are not an accurate 
tally - simply an index of what’s 
out there.

Improved brood counts tell 
hunters to expect to see more 
birds in each family group 
early in the season, which 
should translate to more flush-
es throughout the season, as 
young birds disperse.

Finding birds online
You can drive all over the 

northern counties looking for 
young aspen. With gas at $2.50 
a gallon and time at a premium, 
a little Internet and telephone 
research will save on both.

County forest administra-
tors can tell you where aspen 
has been” cut in the past 10 
years. In some cases they will 
provide maps. Their phone 
numbers and e-mail addresses 
are all listed online at www.
wisconsincountyforests.com

The Ruffed Grouse Society 
has spent more than $600,000 
on habitat projects on 135,000 
Wisconsin acres since 1985. 
Most of these projects are on 
public forest land. Log onto 
ruffedgrousesociety.org, mouse 
over “membership info,” then 
click on “events and banquets.” 
Download the pdf of any Wis-
consin banquet program. The 
map on page 4 shows projects 
in each county. Get details from 
forest administrators.

Boots on the ground
Maps in hand, you are ready 

to hit the coverts. When hunting 
an aspen forest for the first time, 
look for anything that breaks up 
the solid aspen cover, especially 
thickets of alder, dogwood, ha-
zel, or other low brush. In dry 
weather, stick to habitat with 
some water. Creek bottoms, alder 
thickets, small pocket swamps, 
and the like are worth hunting.

Pick a small creek that has al-
der to hide birds along its banks 
and aspen on the high ground. 
Walk upstream on one bank and 
back downstream on the other. 
To hunt small patches of alder 

or small swamps, walk around 
them just inside the edge. Grouse 
normally fly from lighter cover 
into heavier stuff, so you’ll have 
easier shots walking counter-
clockwise if you’re right-handed, 
clockwise if you’re a lefty.

In wet weather, or any time 
there has been sufficient rain, 
you’ll find birds in dogwood 
and hazel thickets. These are 
scattered throughout most as-
pen forests. When you find low, 
brushy cover in an aspen forest, 
always hunt it thoroughly. If it’s 
a small thicket, walk around it 
the same way you would an 
alder thicket.

Grouse are tough enough 
to hit in deciduous woods. Al-
though they use conifer cover, 
avoid big stands unless you 
hunt with a trusted partner. In 
that case, one hunter should 
walk the outside of conifer 
cover while the other punches 
through it or sends the dog in.”

Don’t overlook tiny patches 
of low spruce, cedar, or balsam, 
though. They often hold grouse, 
and one hunter with a dog can 
often get a shot. Two hunters 
can often outflank grouse in 
small conifer patches.

Whatever new cover you 
hunt this season, keep a log of 
flushes and cover types. Next 
season, you’ll be familiar with 
the cover, and it should hold 
more birds.

http://consincountyforests.com
http://ruffedgrousesociety.org
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Training

After recently watching 
a l TV infomercial, I found it 
lamusing that some expert 
promised that his program, 
now available on his CD, had 
a new technique to train “the 
perfect dog.”

This guy apparently has dis-
covered certain skills, devices, 
or even magical powers that 
suddenly can let any dog owner 
turn his dog into a “perfect pet” 
for $19.95. Testimonials follow 
with dog owners stating their 
success - always a great selling 
point.

These people claim how 
easy and productive this pro-
gram is, and is achievable in 
only two weeks! These types 
of claims always seem hilarious 
to someone like me who works 
with dogs on a daily basis. Most 
people who train dogs profes-
sionally will agree that the most 
important part in training dogs 
is spending time with them.

To put it simply, dogs learn 
through repetition. The more 
time you spend with your dog, 
the more repetition you can get 
with each and every command. 
The most basic commands 
include heel, sit, stay, come, 
down, and kennel. The best 
way to begin the training pro-

Devoting Time To Your Dog
By Jason Dommeyer

cess is start with the basics, and 
gradually work toward things 
that are more difficult.

Just like kids learning their 
ABCs, or adults taking up a 
foreign language, doing some-

mastering certain elements of 
arithmetic, challenging their 
brains with more difficult prob-
lems only will improve on these 
skills. By doing this repetition, 
kids only get better and better 
at adding and subtracting. I’ve 
found the same concept holds 
true with the way dogs learn.

The key to this is to use your 
time with your pet effectively. 
What I mean by this is to set 
aside at least a half-hour each 
day for “drill time.” I call it 
this because we can consider 
leash and choke chain work as 

dog and handler. The key is 
using the right amount of each 
during the training process.

If your dog’s personality 
tends to be on the softer side, 
try to use more praise during 
the training sessions. Keeping 
an upbeat personality yourself 
and including lots of “good 
dog” will help your dog main-
tain a good attitude. Still, in-
clude corrections to teach the 
dog that there’s another side of 
you if or when it gets defiant.

The same holds true for a 
more stubborn or high-strung 
dog. You still include praise, 
but not as much. Dial down 
your “that-a-boys” so the dog 
stays focused, and maybe use 
stronger corrections with the 
leash and choke chain.

Keeping your voice calm 
or even a little stern may help 
this type of dog settle down 
and remain in tune with what 
you’re trying to teach. Try not 
to yell at this type of personal-
ity, because dogs tend to have 
good hearing and most of these 
dogs just don’t want to listen. 
Instead, increase the volume 
with your corrections (negative 
reinforcements) and try to keep 
sessions shorter to help both 
you and your dog.

I had an expert in child rais-
ing once tell me, “The most, 
precious gift you can give your 
child is spending time with him 
or her. It is far better than any 
expensive gift that money can 
buy.” I’ve taken this to heart 
and applied it to my dog-train-
ing techniques.

Time is key to any good relationship, and 
play time allows a puppy to build a lasting 

relationship with it’s owner. Jason with a pup.

thing over and over is always 
Important in the comprehen-
sion of something new.

Take, for example, a child 
trying to learn math skills. 
Studies have shown that once 
they’ve learned the concept 
behind addition and subtrac-
tion, the best way for them to 
improve is to conduct more 
and more math problems. After 

So remember, no matter 
what breed your dog is or what 
kind of personality he or she 
has, the main thing you want 
to do is spend time with him 
or her. This is something you 
can do very easily in your back-
yard, and it doesn’t have to be 
difficult.

If you’re in a position where 
you don’t have time, give a 
professional a call so that he or 
she can spend the appropriate 
time with your pet during the 
teaching process.

drills, but that doesn’t neces-
sarily mean they cannot be fun. 
In fact, most pets will enjoy 
this one-on-one time with you 
especially if you include both 
positive and negative reinforce-
ments during the drills.

I have found the right com-
bination of praise (positive) and 
corrections (negative) definitely 
builds a strong bond between 
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Publishers Corner

Pheasantfest
DesMoines Iowa, Feb 21, 2015

By Dennis Guldan
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Canine diabetes, 
or diabetes mel-
litus, is a common 

disease in dogs and is the 
result of inadequate insulin 
production.

“Canine diabetes is usu-
ally caused by an immune 
mediated attack on the pan-
creas, which is likely related 
to genetic predispositions,” 
said Dr. Audrey Cook, asso-
ciate professor at the Texas 
A&M College of Veterinary 
Medicine & Biomedical Sci-
ences. “It may also be sec-
ondary to chronic pancre-
atitis, or may occur in intact 
females following their heat 
cycle.”

Some predisposed breeds 
include the cairn terrier, the 
dachshund, and miniature 
poodles. Although these 
breeds have a higher inci-
dence than others, all dogs 
have a chance of becoming 
affected. 

Diabetes  mel l i tus  is 
known to cause excessive 
thirst and urination due to 
the high concentrations of 
glucose in the bloodstream. 

“Hunger is also a common 
symptom in the early stages 
of diabetes, followed by 
rapid weight loss,” said Dr. 
Cook. “Vision loss is some-
times reported.”

Glucose appears in the 
urine, and can predispose 
the patient to urinary tract 
infections. Left untreated, 
other signs such as vomiting, 
dehydration and lethargy are 
expected.

“It is usually recommend-
ed that the dog receives 
insulin by injection twice a 
day,” said Dr. Cook. “Unlike 
many human diabetics, we 
cannot manage this disease 
with diet or oral medications. 
Canine diabetes is generally 
irreversible, and dogs will 
need insulin therapy for the 
rest of their lives. However, if 
diabetes develops soon after 
a heat cycle, some females 
may undergo remission fol-
lowing a spay.”

Each diabetic dog varies, 
so you will need to consult 
with your veterinarian to 
determine the appropriate 
insulin dose and treatment 

regimen for your pet.

It is also important that 
insulin injections are ad-
ministered properly, so it is 
advised to have your veteri-
narian instruct and observe 
you giving the insulin to 
your dog. At first you may be 
nervous giving your dog an 
injection, but you can quickly 
learn how to do this with 
very little stress for your pet 
or for you.

Another important part 
of diabetes management 
is ensuring that your dog 
follows a consistent, stable 
routine. “They should be 
fed two meals a day of a 
well-balanced, high quality 
diet,” said Dr. Cook, “and 
definitely no table scraps.”

Although diabetes mel-
litus can’t be cured, the con-
dition can be successfully 
managed, helping your dog 
to lead a happy, active life.

###

Pet Talk is a service of the 
College of Veterinary Medi-
cine & Biomedical Sciences, 
Texas A&M University. Sto-
ries can be viewed on the 
Web at vetmed.tamu.edu/
news/pet-talk.

Canine Diabetes

Diseases
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Transporting Guns

Hu n d r e d s  o f 
hunters are fail-
ing to declare 
their firearms 

when they enter Canada. They 
are getting arrested and fined, 
and the U.S. Department of 
State wants to help.

Geoff Martineau works at 
the Department of State, Bureau 
of Consular Affairs, Office of 
American Citizen 
Services. “We help 
U.S. citizens trav-
eling abroad avoid 
p ro b l e m s , ”  h e 
said. “In Canada, 
we’re looking at 
an estimated 200 
to 300 U.S. citizens 
each year who run 
into trouble for 
failing to declare 
their  f i rearms. 
Vancouver is the 
single largest port 
of entry where this 
occurs, and it’s a 
good poss ib i l -
ity many of these 
travelers are head-
ed to Alaska.”

M a r t i n e a u 
mentioned that 
it’s common to see 
U.S. citizens, en 

route to Alaska for some hunt-
ing, stopped at the border as 
they try to transit with firearms 
that are presumably rifles and 
shotguns. 

It’s difficult to get a handle 
on exact figures as most of the 
detentions aren’t reported, he 
said, but it seems most pay 
a large fine and are turned 
around at the border.  He’s 

heard some go through lengthy 
court proceedings, have their 
cars impounded and their fire-
arms confiscated.

When crossing the border 
into Canada, hunters must 
declare all firearms in their 
possession. Declared rifles 
and shotguns may be carried 
through Canada while in tran-
sit to Alaska. Certain types of 
handguns are not permitted 
in Canada under any circum-
stances. Other handguns may 
be carried into Canada under 
certain circumstances.

Declaring firearms involves 
filling out some paperwork, 
specifically Form 5589, the 
Non-Resident Firearm Decla-
ration form. There is a $25 fee, 
payable in Canadian funds or 

Guns and Canada‚
Crossing the Border

By Riley Woodford

Hunters headed from the U.S. by car must declare firearms 
when passing through Canada. Anyone wishing to bring 
hunting guns into Canada must be at least 18 years old; 
properly store the firearm for transport; and follow the 

declaration requirements.

with a credit card. The form is 
available at the border, or can 
be downloaded in advance 
from the Canadian Firearms 
Centre website (more details 
on that are offered at the end 
of the article). The form must 
be presented in triplicate and 
signed in front of a CBSA officer 
at the border (it is not possible 
to make photocopies at the 
border, so it will save time and 
effort to do some of the work 
in advance. Just be sure to wait 
until the border to sign in front 
of a customs officer).

According to the Canadian 
Firearms Centre, completing 
the paperwork also allows you 
to bring in ammunition for that 
firearm for personal use.

Martineau said that regard-
ing ammunition, there have 
been many cases worldwide 
where American travelers ar-
rive at a foreign destination 
with a single bullet somewhere 
in their luggage that they didn’t 
realize was there, and 
they get into trouble.  
He advised: Don’t 
use the same luggage 
for hunting as you 
do for other interna-
tional travel.

Canadian law re-
quires that officials 
confiscate any fire-
arms, ammunition, 
and other weapons 
from persons cross-
ing the border who 
deny having the 
items in their posses-
sion. Confiscated fire-
arms, ammunition, 

and weapons are not returned. 
Possession of an undeclared 
firearm may result in arrest 
and imprisonment. Travelers 
are strongly advised to inspect 
all belongings thoroughly prior 
to travel to Canada to avoid the 
accidental import of firearms or 
ammunition.

Canada has three classes 
of firearms: non-restricted, re-
stricted, and prohibited.

Handguns are considered 
restricted firearms in Canada. 
A restricted firearm may be 
brought into Canada, but an 
Authorization to Transport 
permit must be obtained in 
advance. 

Non-restricted firearms in-
clude most ordinary hunting 
rifles and shotguns. These 
may be brought temporarily 
into Canada for sporting or 
hunting use during hunting 
season, use in competitions, 
in-transit movement through 

Canada, or personal protection 
against wildlife in remote areas 
of Canada. Anyone wishing 

to bring hunting rifles 
into Canada must be at 
least 18 years old; prop-
erly store the firearm for 
transport; and follow 
the declaration require-
ments.

Restricted firearms 
are primarily handguns. 
While they are not fire-
arms, pepper spray, 
mace, and some knives 
also are included in this 
category. A restricted 
firearm may be brought 
into Canada, but an Au-
thorization to Transport 
permit must be obtained 

Handguns are considered restricted 
firearms in Canada. A restricted firearm 

may be brought into Canada, but an 
Authorization to Transport permit 

must be obtained in advance.
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