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Double U Hunting Supply is your go-to 
source for the best in dog training 

systems and supplies, as well as equipment for 
hunting houndsmen and women. We’ve served 
dedicated dog owners and avid hunters across 
the nation since 2000, and it’s our mission 
each day to continue off ering you exceptional 
products and outstanding customer service. 
Why? Because at Double U, we’re not just 
suppliers—we own and train our own hounds, 
and we regularly use the products we sell. 
We’re proud of our hard-earned knowledge, 
and we’re happy to share it with you, our 
customers.

Bottom line: we have what you need at 
prices you can aff ord. At Double U Hunting 
Supply, our goal is to earn your loyalty as a 
customer by providing high-quality products 
with the customer service you deserve: 
courteous, expedient, and professional. 
Please browse our web site to discover how 
we can help you. And if you’d like to speak 
with someone at Double U, feel free to 
e-mail us at mail@dusupply.com or call us at 
855-384-8687.
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From The Publisher’s Desk What’s New

BBQ Dragon

The BBQ Dragon starts 
charcoal faster than a chimney 
without using lighter fluid. 
It controls the heat of grills 
and smokers, starts fireplaces 
and campfires, and does it all 
hands-free.

The variable speed motor 
allows you to infinitely control 
the amount of air, and thus ox-
ygen, delivered to a fire. This 
amazing control enables fast 
fire starting, as well as perfect 
temperature control for grill-
ing. Set it high for big fires at 
the beach or camping, or dial 
it down to perfectly control the 
temperature in your smoker, 
or light your fireplace. You 
decide. No fire is too big, or 
too small, for the BBQ Dragon.

59.95
www.bbqdragon.com

My Perfect Pet Food
Hunter’s Blend is named 

after Hunter, who was our 
inspiration for My Perfect Pet! 
Hunter crossed the Rainbow 
Bridge after eating tainted pet 
food and in his honor we be-
gan our campaign to promote 
better nutrition and health for 
all pawed family members. 
Hunter’s Blend is grain free 
and is 100% nutritionally com-
plete - no need to add supple-
ments or additional vitamins 
or minerals. • Fully Cooked 
• 42 Bars Per Box• 1 Bar For 
Every 20lbs Of The Dogs Ideal 
Weight – Per Day  Grain Free

Turkey, chicken & 
salmon Grain free

    A popular blend for 
all adult dogs

$134.88
(One box with 42 bars)

www.myperfectpetfood.com

Flare Down

Growing up all of us have 
had our either our parents or 
grand parents tell us never to 
put water on a grease fire.  And 
what is the number one thing 
people use to put out a flare 
up on their grills but water.  
Grate Chef has come up with 
a solution to help prevent flare 
ups from spreading, therefore 
letting you never worry again 
about flare ups.  Introducing 
Grate Chef Flare Down

It is easy to use and the 
only 100% Food Safe product 
on the marke. 

Try the newest product 
from Grate Chef today and 
never worry about Flare Ups 
again

$14.95
www.gratechef.com

Welcome to the April/May 2015 issue of Bird Dog & Retriever News. Thank you 
advertisers and readers for supporting us.  We are back on track again.

We hope to be back in paper in some form in the near future since so many of 
you have asked.

So what’s in this issue? First we have some interesting new products. George 
Hickox gives us his knowledge about buying a hunting dog. This issue we bring 
back a long time writer Dan Small from Wisconsin to teach us about hunting the 
mighty Ruffed Grouse. We also have Jason Dommeyer from Cannon River Kennels 
give us some training tips.

Ellen & I took a trip to see the Pheasantfest in Des Moines in February and brought 
you some picts.

This issue we had an exceptional Buy The Book selection. The title is Canine Nu-
trigenomics by W. Jean Dobbs DVM. In this book Dr. Dobbs talks about nutrition 
and our dogs.  

We also have short articles about Canine Diabetes and Probiotics for pets. In ad-
dition we have state  and industry news, gun show, dog show, field trial & hunt test 
calendars, recipes and much more.

Look for me at a few area events this spring and summer.
Have a great spring and get your dog out!

Dennis Guldan
Publisher Bird Dog & Retriever News
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Cartilage-Hip-Joint Dog 
Rx Supplement

A very strong potent joint 
formula for dogs that already 
have Osteoarthritis damage or 
suffer from worn cartilage and 
suffer from hip and joint pains 
as well as reduced movement 
and mobility, symptoms often 
seen in hip dysplasia also. 
We offer an unsurpassed and 
extremely effective evidence 
based multi-function ingredi-
ent formulation for dog Car-
tilage, Hip and Joint health 
support. Cartilage Hip & Joint 
nutritional dietary supplement 
contains a number of proven 
ingredients at effective dosage 
rates providing you with un-
surpassed guaranteed results. • 
Glucosamine HC • Chondroi-
tin Sulphate • MSM • Green 
Lipped Mussel • Hyaluronic 
Acid • All 3 Omega-3s • Tart 
Red Cherry Powder

$39.95
www.wellytails-store.com

Evercare Fur Erase Extra 
Sticky Lint Roller & 

Brush
This powerful tool removes 

Fur 2x faster than a lint roller 
alone. Loosen fur with the agi-
tator, then pick it all up with the 
lint roller. It’s that easy.

Our Evercare Fur Erase Ex-
tra Sticky Lint Roller & Brush is 
a terrific 2-in-1 system that will 
keep you looking your best. The 
rubber brush lifts embedded 
fur and the lint roller removes 
residual fur. This refillable lint 
roller & brush combo is a must 
have. No need to have a “fur 
coat” every time you leave 
your house because you have 
such adorable furry friends. 
The large sheets are extra sticky 
and roll effortlessly over almost 
any surface to catch pet hair, 
dander, lint and fuzz. Easily 
tears off to reveal new sheet. 
Fits all standard Evercare Lint 
Tape Refills.

$7.85
www.evercare.com

Relax & Calm Chews 
Small Dogs & Cats Main 

Benefits
Specifically formulated for 

cats and small dogs Chews are 
the most preferred delivery 
option: Easier to administer 
to environmentally stressed 
animals • Concentrated for-
mula-1 chew/day (per 10lbs 
bodyweight) promotes better 
compliance • Capitalize on 
Tomlyn® Expertise in this cat-
egory to offer the best formulas

Main Ingredients: High 
level of L-Tryptophan (66 mg 
per chew), Chamomile, Ginger

Provide a natural chew 
that supports calmness and 
assures your pet during stress-
ful situations. Use Relax & 
Calm Chews before traveling, 
separation from your pet, and 
before any anticipated loud 
noises like storms or fireworks. 

$6.79
www.tomlyn.com 

Puppies

Mallards

Fax: 877-822-2927
NC 28339443 Jimmy CarrikerRd, Ellerbe, 

Buyer Beware - When 
Buying a Hunting Dog 

by George Hickox

The old adage “You 
can’t make a silk 
purse from a sow’s 

ear” certainly rings true when 
it comes to purchasing a dog. 
If the genes that determine 
drive for birds, pointing or 
retrieving instincts and canine 
athleticism are lost in the mix, 
the resulting dog may turn out 
to be an inferior hunter. Far too 
often, by the time the owner 
has realized that Fido will 
never make a great hunting 
partner, the dog has become a 
member of the family. Parting 
may not be sweet sorrow. In 
fact it may be impossible. Now 
what? Your better half votes an 
emphatic “No!” on a second 
dog, and the kids have fallen 

in love with the new addition. 
This is a fine mess we’ve got-
ten ourselves into. 

The first thing a new owner 
needs to do is recognize that 
there are no guarantees when 
it comes to dogs. Sure, there 
are breeders and trainers who 
stand behind their dogs-and 
some individuals will replace 
the dog or refund money if 
the dog develops a hereditary 
crippling disease. What even 
the most reputable, consci-
entious and ethical breeders 
are incapable of knowing is 
whether a pup will develop 
hip dysplasia, a heart mur-
mur or a multitude of other 
disabling disasters. Crystal 

balls don’t exist in the world of 
animal breeding, and the most 
conscientious breeders can do 
is stack the odds in your favor 
by playing a game of least- risk 
statistical roulette. There are 
simply too many ingredients 
in Mother Nature’s reproduc-
tive soup to guarantee results. 

One thing you can be cer-
tain of is that there are some 
extremely fine people involved 
in canine breeding-individ-
uals who love their dogs, are 
knowledgeable about genet-
ics and who do everything in 
their power to improve their 
breeds. These kennels keep 
up-to-date medical records, 
X-ray breeding stock, check 
eyes and follow the devel-
opment of prodigy in order 
to make educated decisions 
about future pairings. The 
operations are typically im-
maculate environments free 
from parasitic, bacterial and 
viral onslaughts. Nevertheless, 
all dog people are “kennel 
blind” at times. We each have 
our ideas of what the perfect 
dog should be. It’s important 
to remember that beauty is in 
the eye of the beholder and 
that one person’s ideal dog 
may exhibit entirely different 
qualities than another’s. 

I would be less than forth-
right; however, if I did not 
admit that the fraternity of 
dog breeders/trainers, similar 
to any group of professionals, 
has its share of scoundrels, 
scam artists, opportunists and 
just plain ignorant individu-
als. Unfortunately for the buy-
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er, there is no certification, ge-
netic education or ethics exam 
required for anyone looking 
to hang out their shingle as a 
seller of dogs. 

John Not- To-Be-Named 
brought his puppy to the vet 
when it came up lame after a 
romp in the fields. The doctor 
gave him the bad news that the 
dog was severely dysplastic. A 
heartbroken John called the 
breeder with the news, only to 
be accused of having dropped 
or stepped on the dog. No war-
ranty! No refund! Nada! True 
story! 

I know of another incident 
in which a dog was diagnosed 
dysplastic by the Orthopedic 
Foundation for Animals, the 
recognized certifying organi-
zation for rating canine hips. 
When the owner reported this 
finding, the breeder accused 
the OFA of being unfamiliar 
with the structural charac-
teristics of his particular line 
and insisted the dog was fine. 
Unbelievable! 

A final, less-than-shining 
example, involves a friend 
who was thinking of purchas-
ing an 18-month-old setter. He 
cashed an IOU and asked me 
to evaluate the dog, which I 
agreed to but advised that he 
have it X-rayed first. The ex-
amining vet concluded the dog 
was severely dysplastic and 
said it would become crippled 
after a short time in the field. 
My friend returned the dog 
to the owner, passing on the 
results of the X- rays. Within 
the year there was an adver-

tisement in the local paper for 
puppies from the dysplastic 
bitch. What the breeder was 
selling was a high propensity 
for broken hearts to any buy-
ers. 

OK, so there are a few rot-
ten apples in the bunch. Buy-
ing a dog is not the only pur-
chasing decision we should 
approach with a buyer-beware 
attitude. There are, however, 
many steps you can take to 
stack the odds in your favor.

First, stay away from breeds 
that are known to have a high 
incidence of orthopedic prob-
lems. For breeds with more 
than 100 evaluations by the 
OFA from 1974 to 1998, 48.8 
percent of Clumber spaniels 
were diagnosed as dysplastic 
and only 2.9 percent received 
a rating of excellent. Ranking 
No.2 on the bad-risk chart for 
gundogs is the Boykin span-
iel, as during the same period 
45.6 percent of those examined 
were found to be dysplastic 
and only 0.4 percent were 
evaluated as excellent. On the 
other hand, only 8.6 percent of 
the English pointers examined 
came up dysplastic, and many 
of the versatile breeds, such 
as German shorthairs, Ger-
man wirehairs and griffons, 
showed less than a 10-per-
cent incidence of dysplasia. 
Make sure the parents of any 
puppy you’re planning to buy 
have had their hips X-rayed. 
An added plus would be if 
the grandparents and great 
grandparents had theirs done 
as well. But even with this 
precaution, you cannot be sure 

a pup will not develop dys-
plasia. This disease can skip 
generations and rear its ugly 
head unexpectedly. 

If possible, try to buy a pup 
from a repeat breeding. Con-
tact owners of dogs from the 
previous breeding(s) and ask 
specific questions about the 
health, personalities, physi-
cal attributes and hunting 
abilities of their dogs. Keep 
in mind, however, that ev-
eryone’s dog is the “world’s 
best.” Before purchasing a 
pup, ask for a writ- ten copy 
of the breeder’s warranty and 
arrange for a two-week ex-
amination period in which to 
bring the pup to your own vet. 
On your initial visit to the vet, 
bring all paperwork pertain-
ing to the pup. The breeder 
should have provided you 
with a health certificate from 
his/her vet stating that the pup 
showed no visible indications 
of health problems, had a nor-
mal temperature, and had no 
arrhythmia or other heart dys-
function. A complete record of 
all shots and wormings should 
accompany the paperwork. 
Your vet’s job, in addition to 
prescribing a health care pro-
gram for the pup, is to help 
ensure that you get what you 
paid for and expected. 

An old adage in the dog 
world is that “It costs just as 
much to feed a bad dog as it 
does a good dog.” Actually, as-
sociated vet bills could be sub-
stantially higher if a pup is un-
healthy. Also, if your pup lacks 
blue-ribbon genetics, it may 
be more difficult to train, and 

a pup without strong hunting 
instincts may require lots more 
birds to “get going” before for-
mal training. In the end, what 
you thought you were saving 
by buying a cheaper pup could 
be more than offset by the 
costs of training time, birds 
and medical expenses. So the 
initial purchase price should 
not be the deciding factor in 
buying a pup. 

The breeder’s reputation, 
the appearance of his/her ken-
nel, the past performances of 
other dogs from that breeder, 
and comments of previous 
clients should all be carefully 
considered. Call the breeder’s 

vet and tell him/her you are 
considering purchasing a dog 
from the breeder. Ask the vet’s 
opinion and read between the 
lines. Go with your gut feel-
ing. 

Purchasing a dog whose 
hips and eyes have been 
checked and whose trainabil-
ity, personality, birdiness and 
health you can ascertain is the 
best way to increase the prob-
ability of satisfaction. 

But pups are fun too, and 
with a little legwork on your 
part, odds are that your pup 
will develop into a hunting 
companion who will bring you 
pleasure for a good long time. 

Stan Bental
Master Sculptor Of The Hunting Dog

www.StanBentall.com 505-986-8623 Studio, 505-670-6796 Cell
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