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A Burnett County couple have 
been keeping an eye on 82K for 
many years and reported to Matte-
son that they hadn’t seen her since 
April and were afraid she wasn’t 
coming back. They reported she 
returned in mid-November.

Beginning next year, Matteson 
said, Wisconsin will move to a new 
monitoring system as part of the 
North American Trumpeter Swan 
Survey. Instead of biologists or vol-
unteers tracking individual nests, 
aerial surveys will fly transects to 
obtain a population estimate.

At least that is the plan for general 
population monitoring. For 82K, who 
has surpassed the general life expec-
tancy of a swan in the wild of 18 to 20 
years, there will still be a biologist with a 
shared birthday keeping his eyes on the 
matriarch of the Wisconsin trumpeter 
swan recovery effort.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CON-
TACT: Sumner Matteson 608-266-1571 
or Paul Holtan, 608-235-2126

WYOMING
Bag a hybrid duck? Help 

waterfowl research
Hunters bagging a hybrid duck 

can help waterfowl research by 
donating the duck or even just a 
tissue sample.

Hunters who think they may 
have bagged a hybrid and would 
like to help should contact Sievert 
Rohwer at rohwer@uw.edu or 
(253) 543-4066 at the University of 
Washington.

Photos of North American duck 
hybrids are available at hybrid-
duck.blogspot.com. The most 
common hybrids are mallards 
crossing with pintails, widgeon 
and gadwalls. Gadwall and green-
wing teal crosses have also been 
noted.

“Duck hybrids aren’t very com-
mon, but probably more common 
that most hunters think,” said 
Larry Roberts, Wyoming Game 
and Fish Department waterfowl 
biologist. “I encourage Wyoming 

duck hunters to help with this 
research.”

(Contact: Jeff Obrecht (307) 777-
4532)


