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Management Guid
The Vermont Fish & Wildlife 

Department is announcing the 
release of the long-awaited book 
entitled A Landowner’s Guide – 
Wildlife Habitat Management for 
Lands in Vermont. 

The book is a comprehensive 
guide to wildlife habitat manage-
ment on private lands. It is filled 
with colorful photos and helpful 
tips. 

“The Landowner ’s Guide is 
something that Vermonters have 
been asking us about for years, so 
we’re excited to finally announce 
its release,” said John Austin, lands 
and habitat program manager for 
Vermont Fish & Wildlife. “Private 
landowners are a critical partner in 
the conservation of Vermont’s rich 
fish and wildlife heritage.” 

“I’m confident this book will 
serve as a valuable resource for 
landowners, foresters, biologists, 
or loggers,” said Austin. “It is a 
handy guide for people looking 
to improve the quality of habitat 
on their land for everything from 
deer and turkeys to songbirds and 
owls.” 

The Landowner’s Guide was 
developed by the Fish & Wildlife 
Department in partnership with 
the Vermont Department of For-
ests, Parks and Recreation as well 
as the U.S.D.A.’s Natural Resource 
Conservation Service. Each chap-
ter was authored by biologists and 
land managers with the Vermont 
Fish & Wildlife Department, with 
guidance and technical input from 
foresters and wildlife biologists 
from partnering organizations. 

The guide gives specific, easy-
to-follow recommendations on 
methods for improving habitat 
for specific species and for fish 
and wildlife in general. It includes 
recommendations for managing 
for game species such as deer, 
turkeys, hare, ducks, and grouse, 
as well as nongame species from 
songbirds to amphibians.

A Landowner’s Guide – Wildlife 

Habitat Management for Lands 
in Vermont is available at www.
vtfishandwildlife.com for $12 and 
makes a great gift for any wildlife 
enthusiast in your life!

VT’s 2015 Hunting, 
Fishing, Trapping 

Lawbook is Available
If you are going icefishing soon, 

planning a family fishing trip 
next summer, or expect to go rab-
bit hunting this winter – you will 
want to get a copy of the 2015 
Vermont Hunting, Fishing and 
Trapping Laws and Guide, avail-
able where licenses are sold.

Also known as the “lawbook,” 
has all of the new laws, 2015 sea-
son dates, two free fishing days, a 
state map showing Wildlife Man-
agement Units, the species of fish 
found in lakes and rivers, and a list 
of Fish & Wildlife personnel with 
their phone numbers, as well as 
loads of additional information.

A digital version can be found on 
the Vermont Fish & Wildlife web-
site (www.vtfishandwildlife.com). 

WASHINGTON
Skagit County brant goose 
hunting season canceled 
The Washington Department 

of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) 
today canceled a scheduled Janu-
ary brant goose hunting season, 
after counts of the birds in Skagit 
County indicated numbers were 
below the level needed for the 
hunt to proceed. 

The hunt was scheduled to open 
Jan. 10, provided that at least 6,000 
brant were counted during an 
aerial survey, said Don Kraege, 
WDFW’s waterfowl section man-
ager. However, two recent aerial 
surveys of Padilla, Samish, and Fi-
dalgo bays each resulted in counts 
of only about 3,600 brant. 

Similarly low counts were re-
corded in 2003, the last time the 

late-season brant hunt was can-
celed in Skagit County.

Since 1996, WDFW waterfowl 
hunting regulations have required 
that at least 6,000 brant must 
be present for brant hunting to 
take place in Skagit County. That 
threshold is designed to conserve 
the population of Western High 
Arctic brant that winter in the area.

Kraege said the causes of the 
reduced Skagit brant population 
are unknown, but may be the 
result of poor production on the 
birds’ western Canadian breeding 
grounds, combined with possible 
changes in areas of the flyway the 
brant frequent. 

Meanwhile, a brant season in 
Pacific County opened as sched-
uled Jan. 3. Information on that 
season is available in WDFW’s 
Migratory Waterfowl and Upland 
Game Seasons hunting pamphlet 
at http://wdfw.wa.gov/hunting/
regulations/.

WISCONSIN
Wisconsin’s oldest 

trumpeter swan a symbol 
of success recovery efforts
Wisconsin’s oldest trumpeter 

swan was hatched from an egg 
collected on the first of nine trips 
to Alaska in 1989 to start the state’s 
swan recovery program 

A regal old swan spending the 
winter on a wild river in Burnett 
County stands as a remarkable 
symbol of the success of Wiscon-
sin’s trumpeter swan recovery 
program.

Known by her current identifi-
cation collar number - the fourth 
ID collar over her lifetime - 82K 
turned 25 last June. She hatched 
from an egg that was collected in 
the first year of the Department of 
Natural Resources’ swan recovery 
program. Over a nine-year period 
beginning in 1989, Wisconsin bi-
ologists flew to the wilds of Alaska 


