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nesota residents age 18 and older 
is $22, and the required pheasant 
stamp is $7.50. Pheasant hunters 
age 16 to 17 must buy a $5 small 
game license but need not buy 
a pheasant stamp, and hunters 
under age 16 can hunt pheasants 
without a license.

Minnesota’s 2014 pheasant 
season started Oct. 11 and runs 
through Sunday, Jan. 4. Through 
the end of the season, the daily 
bag limit is three roosters and the 
possession limit is nine roosters. 
Shooting hours are 9 a.m. to sun-
set. Additional details are avail-
able on the DNR website.

DNR awards $5.7 million 
in habitat grants to 

conservation groups 
The Department of Natural 

Resources has awarded 46 con-
servation grants to various organi-
zations and entities for restoring, 
enhancing and protecting habitat 
in Minnesota.

This latest round of habitat 
funding comes from the agency’s 
Conservation Partners Legacy 
(CPL) grant program, which in the 
past six years has awarded more 
than $27 million to local, state, 
and federal nonprofit organiza-
tions and government entities for 
conservation projects.

The DNR recently received a 
record-high $8.9 million in grant 
requests from 71 applicants during 
round one of the application cycle. 
The DNR has funded $5.7 million 
of these requests.

“It’s rewarding to receive, re-
view and fund so many worthy 
habitat projects,” said Jessica Lee, 
DNR conservation grants coor-
dinator. “It’s our hope that con-
servation groups and others will 
continue to plan projects in the 
months ahead so they can apply 
when funds are available again.”

The DNR’s CPL program pro-
vides grants ranging from $5,000 
to $400,000 to conservation non-

profit organizations and govern-
mental units to help fund projects 
to restore, enhance, or protect fish 
and wildlife habitat in Minnesota.

The Lessard-Sams Outdoor 
Heritage Council recommended 
the grant program, which was 
developed by the 2009 Minnesota 
Legislature. Funding has been pro-
vided annually from the Outdoor 
Heritage Fund, which is part of 
the Clean Water, Land and Legacy 
Amendment and funded by a 
voter-approved statewide sales 
tax of three-eighths of 1 percent.

Round one included the tradi-
tional grant cycle, the new metro 
grant cycle, and the expedited 
grant cycle. The metro grant cycle 
will open for round two applica-
tions beginning Monday, Dec. 15. 
The expedited cycle is open con-
tinuously and will have up to five 
rounds depending on available 
funds. More information on the 
program’s grant cycles, and a com-
plete list of the most recent grant 
applications and past awarded 
projects are available online.

MISSOURI

MDC hosts prescribed fire 
workshop at Chillicothe
The Missouri Department of 

Conservation (MDC) will offer a 
workshop on using prescribed fire 
to improve grasslands and benefit 
wildlife habitat at 9 a.m. on Satur-
day, Jan. 31, at the Mildred Litton 
Community Center, 10780 LIV 
235, near Chillicothe. The work-
shop is free but pre-registration is 
required by Jan. 28.

Prescribed burns can improve 
grassland quality. Fire when used 
under carefully monitored condi-
tions and property safety tech-
niques can help control unwanted 
plant species in grasslands and 
boost forage. Prescribed burns 
can benefit native grasses and 
wildflower species in acreage en-
rolled in the Conservation Reserve 
Program.

The workshop topics will in-
clude: planning a prescribed burn, 
benefits from burns, safety, proper 
equipment, fire behavior and his-
tory, and organizing burn teams or 
cooperatives for a neighborhood.

Educational materials, refresh-
ments and lunch will be provided. 
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