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area Managed Waterfowl Hunt 
Areas - Nayanquing Point State 
Wildlife Area in Pinconning and 
Fish Point State Wildlife Area in 
Unionville - have shifted to self-
registration in lieu of managed 
draws for the remainder of the 
duck hunting season or until con-
ditions improve.

Cold temperatures and wide-
spread freezing on the hunt areas 
have resulted in fewer birds and 
low hunter turnout, prompting 
managers to move to a self-regis-
tration system. Self-registration at 
Nayanquing Point and Fish Point 
will continue until the end of the 
regular season Dec. 7 or until the 
water re-opens. Hunters should 
call ahead to Nayanquing Point 
at 989-697-5101 or Fish Point at 
989-674-2511 for the latest condi-
tions and to check the status of 
the draws.

Instead of participating in a 
drawing each morning or after-
noon, hunters will select zones on 
a first-come, first-served basis. A 
self-registration kiosk will be set 
up outside the hunt area office. A 
registration card with the names 
of all party members and the 
hunt zone selected must be filled 
out and submitted before going 
into the field. All other Managed 
Waterfowl Hunt Area rules apply, 
including hunt times.

Harsens Island Managed Water-
fowl Area at St. Clair Flats State 
Wildlife Area on Harsens Island, 
Pointe Mouillee State Game Area 
in Rockwood and Shiawassee Riv-
er State Game Area in St. Charles 
will continue to hold both morn-
ing and afternoon drawings for the 
remainder of the season.

Hunters can still earn punches 
and get punch cards and leg 
bands for the Wetland Wonders 
Challenge at hunt areas that have 
begun self-registration. Please call 
the headquarters at the Managed 
Waterfowl Hunt Area you plan to 
visit to arrange a time to obtain 
these items.

For 
more information on the Wetland 
Wonders Challenge, these and 
other Managed Waterfowl Hunt 
Areas and to learn about hunting 
conditions at each area, visit www.
michigan.gov/wetlandwonders.

The Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources is committed 
to the conservation, protection, 
management, use and enjoyment 
of the state’s natural and cultural 
resources for current and future 
generations. For more informa-
tion, go to www.michigan.gov/

dnr.

MINNESOTA
Start a new tradition: Late-
season pheasant hunting
An abundance of birds, lack of 

snow and higher late season bag 
limits are all good reasons why 
Minnesotans may want to try 
some late season pheasant hunt-
ing.

“Hunters are still flushing a lot 
of birds,” said Nicole Davros, a 
wildlife research scientist with the 
Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources. “The season doesn’t 
end until Jan. 4 so there’s plenty of 
time to get outdoors and get into 
some good hunting.”

E v e n  t h o u g h  D e c e m b e r 

tends to be a busy time of year for 
many, perspective on the rush of 
life can be gained by getting away 
from it all, even briefly, Davros 
said.

“There are few better ways to 
take a break from eating cookies 
at holiday gatherings or buying 
presents than getting out into the 
fields to flush some birds,” Dav-
ros said. “Do it once and it may 
well become a welcome tradition 
around the holidays.”

The birds are out there, especial-
ly in the southwest, south-central 
and west-central regions of Min-
nesota. This year’s DNR roadside 
survey count of pheasants taken 
in August showed a six percent 
increase in the state’s pheasant 
population compared to last year, 
though long-term the trend in 
pheasant numbers is down.

“Even though pheasant num-
bers are down on a long-term 
scale, it’s important that people 
get out and experience pheas-
ants in their habitat, and for most 
people that means hunting them,” 
Davros said. “Once you see these 
birds out in the wild, it’s hard not 
to care about their plight, which 
represents the plight of all grass-
land wildlife and the health of 
their habitat in general.”

A small game license for Min-


