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use of RGS funds and planted 
to buckwheat and white clover 
in 2014. This final year of fund-
ing will cover the liming and 
planting of the RGS clover mix. 
The openings are scattered in 
areas immediately adjacent to 
the LeGrande GEMS site.

3. Mosinee Grade Grouse 
Complex – This project will 
further enhance public land 
owned and managed by Goge-
bic County for timber products 
and young forest habitat. Activ-
ities funded in 2015 include the 
planting of fruit bearing trees 
and shrubs, creation of 3 small 
wildlife openings, the creation 
of new grouse hunter walking 
trails and the seeding of trails 
with a clover mix.

4. Ralph GEMS Trails – 
Drummer Funds will be used 
to soil test, disk, fertilize and 
seed with the RGS clover mix 
roughly 16 acres (of an eventual 
68 acres/17 miles) of walking 
trails within the Ralph GEMS 
site in Dickinson County with a 
goal of improved hunter access, 
grouse forage and grouse chick 
feeding areas.

5. Burgess Lake Alder Im-
provement – This project will 
take place on state forest prop-
erty near Big Rapids in Mecosta 
County. Funding will pay for 
the mowing of four acres of tag 
alder to improve stem regen-
eration and density for grouse 
and woodcock adjacent to a 
scheduled 43 acre commercial 
aspen harvest.

6. Roger Moore Pigeon 
River Country Project – Be-
fore his passing in 2014, Mr. 

Roger Moore served on the RGS 
Habitat Council from its incep-
tion and was a champion for 
ruffed grouse, their habitat and 
conservation in Michigan for 
many decades. In his memory, 
the Flint RGS Chapter (soon to 
be known as the Keith Davis/
Roger Moore Chapter) and the 
MDNR are partnering on a 
long-term project that in 2015 
will plant 12 acres and 2.2 miles 
of trails (3 acres) for a total of 15 
acres in the Pigeon River Coun-
try to buckwheat and white 
clover. This is the first year of a 
four year project to restore these 
openings and establish a hunter 
walking trail in Roger’s honor. 
In 2016 and 2017 this same area 
will be planted with annuals 
with the goal of improving the 
soil. In 2018, the project area 
will be limed, planted to RGS 
mix and hard and soft mast 
trees will be planted along the 
trails and around the edge of 
the openings. This area has a 
high concentration of aspen 
that is of the same age class. It is 
anticipated that a large amount 
of this aspen will be cut in the 
next 10-year period to break up 
the age classes.

7. Grayling Forest Manage-
ment Unit Openings – This 
project will result in the plant-
ing of full size native shrubs 
(e.g. gray dogwood, nanny-
berry serviceberry, hawthorn, 
crabapple and apple) that will 
provide soft mast food sources 
for ruffed grouse and a variety 
of other wildlife. These shrubs 
will be planted along the edges 
of 19 managed state forest wild-
life openings in Crawford and 

Oscoda Counties. These open-
ings total 81 acres and are desig-
nated to be managed primarily 
for ruffed grouse. This project 
will also include the planting 
of six of these wildlife openings 
(12 acres total) to buckwheat 
and then RGS clover mix.

8. Grayling Forest Manage-
ment Unit Lost Lake Aspen – 
This project will result in the re-
juvenation of approximately 20 
acres of non-commercial aspen 
on state forest land in Crawford 
County.  To stagger age classes, 
an additional adjacent 20 acres 
will be cut in 5 years (Phase 
2).  This project will prevent a 
large healthy aspen stand from 
reverting to species that are 
less desirable for young forest 
dependent wildlife.

 9. Slagle Creek Non-Com-
mercial Aspen Clear Cut - The 
Cadillac-Manistee Ranger Dis-
trict of the Huron-Manistee 
National Forests will non-
commercially cut 10 acres of 
mature aspen during the dor-
mant season of 2015 to pro-
mote regeneration of a young 
aspen forest. This aspen stand 
is too wet and inaccessible to 
be commercially harvested.  
This project will benefit ruffed 
grouse, American woodcock, 
golden-winged warblers and 
other young forest wildlife spe-
cies and is located on USFS land 
in Wexford County. 

10. St. Ignace District Early 
Successional Habitat Mainte-
nance - This project was chosen 
for funding by the winner of 
the RGS 2014 Get-A-Member 
Campaign, Stuart Derrow an 

RGS member from Indiana. 
Work will take place at three 
separate locations totaling 22 
acres on the Hiawatha National 
Forest near Rudyard and will 
involve non-commercial main-
tenance of small blocks of early 
successional (aspen/opening) 
habitat. The treatments will be 
a combination of mechanical 
and hand-cutting (chainsaws/
brush saws).  This project is 
expected to maintain age class 
diversity in a larger aspen/
conifer complex and will be 
beneficial to woodcock and 
ruffed grouse.

Information on RGS/AWS, 
its mission, management proj-
ects and membership can be 
found at: www.ruffedgrouseso-
ciety.org.

Media Contact: Eric Ellis 
RGS/AWS Regional Wildlife 
Biologist & Grant Writer 231-
360-7712 erice@ruffedgrous-
esociety.org

Ruffed Grouse Society 
Applauds Forest 

Service Final Planning 
Directives with Focus on 

Public Involvement
Expanded public participa-

tion will be at the forefront of 
future planning on national for-
ests due to the final directives 
released January 30, 2015 by the 
USDA and Forest Service with 
assistance from the Federal 
Advisory Committee.

The Ruffed Grouse Society 
(RGS) applauds the U.S. For-
est Service (USFS) for making 
public involvement the foun-

dation of future management 
on our National Forests.  This 
new direction, released January 
30, 2015 by the Forest Service, 
was developed with assistance 
from a Federal Advisory Com-
mittee (FACA) comprised of 
natural resource professionals, 
representatives of state and lo-
cal governments, communica-
tion specialists and others. “A 
product of significant public 
input and collaboration, this 
new framework guides devel-
opment of land management 
plans that ensure sustainable 
ecosystems and promote vi-
brant communities,” according 
to the Forest Service. 

“Greatly expanded public 
participation is the foundation 
of the new direction for plan-
ning and habitat management 
on our National Forests,” said 
Dan Dessecker, RGS Director 
of Conservation Policy and 
member of the FACA Commit-
tee. “Sportsmen and women 
who want to continue to pursue 
their passion on our national 
forests need to take advantage 
of this opportunity and speak 
out in support of forest man-
agement  that enhances habitats 
for game and other wildlife” ac-
cording to John Eichinger, RGS 
President and CEO.

The new direction outlined 
in the Forest Service’s just-
released final planning direc-
tives incorporated detailed 
recommendations from the 
FACA Committee in addition to 
substantial  public input. “I ex-
tend my gratitude to the FACA 
Committee, whose input and 

recommendations are strongly 
reflected in the final planning 
directives,” said Forest Service 
Chief Tom Tidwell.  “I also 
thank the many thousands of 
citizens who provided com-
ment and are working locally 
with Forests to implement the 
2012 Planning Rule.  This was 
a true collaborative endeavor.”

Dessecker is one of 21 mem-
bers on the FACA Committee 
that provides guidance and 
recommendations to the Sec-
retary of the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture and the Chief of 
the U.S. Forest Service on the 
management of our National 
Forests. Dessecker was selected 
to represent the interests of 
hunters and anglers on the 
Committee.

For more information about 
the Planning Rule and FACA 
Committee, go to www.fs.usda.
gov/main/planningrule/
home. For more information 
about RGS efforts on conser-
vation policy affecting forest 
management, go to: www.
ruffedgrousesociety.org.
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