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Pheasants Forever 
Announces 2014 

Minnesota Habitat 
Accomplishments & 

Awards
Pheasants Forever im-

proved habitat for pheasants 
and other upland wildlife on 
more than 70,000 acres in Min-
nesota in 2014. This includes 
395 wildlife habitat projects 
completed by the state’s 74 
Pheasants Forever chapters 
that improved 8,573 acres for 
wildlife, and more than 61,000 
acres impacted by Pheasants 
Forever’s Farm Bill biologist 
program.

“The grassroots model and 
the local volunteers who pour 
their hearts into our mission 
is why Pheasants Forever in 
Minnesota is able to achieve 
these extraordinary accom-
plishments,” stated Emilee 
Nelson, Pheasants Forever’s 
regional biologist for eastern 
Minnesota. “It is truly hum-
bling to work with dedicated 
chapters that want to do even 
more for habitat. Together, we 
aim to protect, restore and en-
hance more in 2015.” 

Pheasants Forever in Min-
nesota 2014 Chapter Habitat 
Accomplishments

Type of Project 2014 Projects 
2014 Acres Historical Project 
Totals Total Acres Benefited

Food Plots 194 727 17,121 
88,619

Habitat Maintenance 46 
1,327 777 28,944

Land Acquisit ion* 29* 
5,107.6* 467* 43,325*

Nesting Cover 96 1,397 
3,472 65,883

Winter Cover - 2 4,408 10,365

Wetland Restoration 30 12 
540 10,799

Totals 395 8,573 26,785 
247,935

Additionally, Pheasants 
Forever’s 15 Farm Bill wildlife 
biologists in Minnesota worked 
in partnership with 1,544 Min-
nesota landowners and farm-
ers to enroll more than 23,300 
acres of habitat into federal and 
stateside habitat conservation 
programs (e.g. Conservation 
Reserve Program). Combined 
with the habitat enhancement 
projects conducted by the Farm 
Bill wildlife biologists on pri-
vate lands, Pheasants Forever’s 
biologists in Minnesota im-
pacted 61,928 acres of wildlife 
habitat in 2014.

 
Pheasants Forever in 

Minnesota 2014 Award 
Winners 

* Chapter of the Year – Douglas 
County Chapter of Pheasants 
Forever
* Youth Chapter of the Year – 
Kandiyohi County Chapter of 
Pheasants Forever
* Wildlife Professional – Bill 
Becker, former Executive Direc-
tor at Lessard-Sams Outdoor 
Heritage Council
* Volunteer of the Year – David 

Lood, youth chair, St. Louis/
Carlton County Chapter of 
Pheasants Forever
Conservat ion Excel lence 
Awards –Top Achievement 
for Chapters Funding Habitat 
Conservation (Historical)
* Anoka County Chapter of 
Pheasants Forever – $1 million
* Carver County Chapter of 
Pheasants Forever – $1 million
* Martin County Chapter of 
Pheasants Forever – $1 million
* Rock County Chapter of 
Pheasants Forever – $1 million
* Brown County Chapter of 
Pheasants Forever – $2 million
* Murray County Chapter of 
Pheasants Forever – $2 million
* Redwood County Chapter of 
Pheasants Forever – $2 million
* Sibley County Chapter of 
Pheasants Forever – $2 million
* Stevens County Chapter of 
Pheasants Forever – $2 million
* Kandiyohi County Chapter of 
Pheasants Forever – $3 million
* Lyon County Chapter of 
Pheasants Forever – $3 million
* Jackson County Chapter of 
Pheasants Forever – $4 million
* Wright County Chapter of 
Pheasants Forever – $5 million
* Nobles County Chapter of 
Pheasants Forever – $5 million
* McLeod County Chapter of 
Pheasants Forever – $6 million

For more information, 
please contact Emilee Nelson 
at (507) 430-8499 / enelson@
pheasantsforever.org. For all 
other inquiries, please contact 

Jared Wiklund, Pheasants For-
ever’s public relations specialist 
at (651) 209-4953 / jwiklund@
pheasantsforever.org.

 M e d i a  C o n t a c t  J a r -
ed Wiklund (651) 209-4953 
jwiklund@pheasantsforever.
org

RuFFed GRouse 
society

ten young Forest Habitat 
Projects Are targeted for 

Funding in 2015.
 Ten projects benefiting 

young forest habitat in Michi-
gan have been selected by 
the Ruffed Grouse Society 
(RGS) and the American Wood-
cock Society (AWS) to receive 
$41,407 during 2015 through 
its Michigan Drummer Fund, a 
program that maintains and re-
stores habitat for ruffed grouse, 
American woodcock and other 
young forest species.

On January 31, 2015, the 
Michigan RGS Habitat Coun-
cil met to review and score 13 
proposals submitted for habitat 
projects from resource manage-
ment agencies. This year, the 
Habitat Council had $41,407 in 
Drummer Funds to apply to-
wards a total requested amount 
of $73,822. A total of eight proj-
ects are fully funded with two 
receiving partial funding (proj-
ects listed below). An estimated 
319 acres of wildlife habitat will 
be impacted by these projects. 
Sources of additional funds to 

cover the remaining requests 
are being sought. After match-
ing partner funds are included, 
nearly $193,393 in young forest 
habitat restoration and en-
hancement will be conducted 
in Michigan in 2015 through 
this program.

“The Michigan Habitat 
Council is comprised of repre-
sentatives from RGS chapters, 
the regional director and the 
regional wildlife biologist. 
Chapters raise the money for 
the Drummer Fund and then 
play the primary role in de-
ciding how it is distributed. 
This system ensures that the 
projects funded best represent 
what RGS chapters and mem-
bers in Michigan want to see 
accomplished on-the-ground,” 
said Eric Ellis, RGS and AWS 
regional wildlife biologist and 
grant writer.

Funding for the Drummer 
Fund program largely comes 
from RGS chapters in Michigan 
who raise money through ban-
quets and other special events. 
A total of 19 chapters contrib-
uted to the Michigan Drummer 
Fund in 2014. Grant funds were 
also obtained to support some 
of the projects, primarily from 
the MDNR Wildlife Habitat 
Grant Program.

“With the hard work and 
dedication of our chapters in 
Michigan, the Ruffed Grouse 
Society will continue to be a 
leader in creating young for-
est habitat for ruffed grouse, 
American woodcock and other 
wildlife in 2015 and beyond. 
The ability of our organization 

to impact grouse and woodcock 
to this level is a testament to 
the time, talent and resources 
of our chapters, members and 
volunteers who understand the 
importance of creating healthy 
forests, supporting abundant 
wildlife and preserving our 
sporting traditions for future 
generations,” said RGS and 
AWS President & CEO John 
Eichinger.

The 2015 Michigan Drum-
mer Fund projects selected for 
funding are listed below:

1. Allegan State Game Area 
Habitat Improvement Project – 
The Allegan Conservation Dis-
trict will manage this project in 
coordination with the MDNR. 
Project activities include the 
strip clearcutting of 17 acres of 
tag alder, planting native trees 
and shrubs, removal of 23 acres 
of invasive tree species harming 
native habitat and the cutting 
of 9 acres of non-commercial 
aspen. The Drummer Funds ap-
plied will be used as matching 
funds for a 2015 MDNR Wild-
life Habitat Grant application.

2. LeGrande Grouse En-
hanced Management Systems 
Phase III – This project in Che-
boygan County will restore 
and maintain 28 openings to-
taling approximately 80 acres. 
The area has a large amount 
of managed aspen, but needs 
opening restoration to provide 
habitat diversity to optimize 
conditions for ruffed grouse, 
American woodcock, and other 
young forest species. These 
openings were mowed and 
brushed out in 2013 with the 
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