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Villhauer property several 
years ago as part of the Revolv-
ing Habitat Program. Other 
portions of the property have 
already been perpetually pro-
tected and sold to private land-
owners.  

This 160-acre portion of the 
property adjoins the Burrer-
Pheifle Waterfowl Production 
Area (WPA), owned by FWS.  
Because of its proximity to an 
existing WPA, both DU and 
FWS were interested in seeing 
this portion of the property be-
come an addition to the WPA. 
In most instances, DU sells 
Revolving Habitat Program 
properties to private landown-
ers in South Dakota. However, 
where it helps to accomplish 
other important goals, the 
properties are sold to public 
agencies like FWS. Now that 
the land is owned by FWS, it 
will be intensively managed 
for waterfowl, other migratory 
bird species and other wildlife.  

In terms of supporting 
breeding waterfowl, McPher-
son County is typically at or 
near the top of the list in South 
Dakota.  An added benefit of 
this transaction is the entire 
160-acre tract will be forever 
open to a variety of public uses, 
including hunting, bird watch-
ing, hiking and other activities. 
The only portion of the original 
Villhauer tract still owned by 
DU is an 80-acre tract that ad-
joins a Game Production Area 
(GPA) managed by the South 
Dakota Department of Game, 
Fish and Parks.  DU is in early 
negotiations with the state to 

sell this tract as an addition to 
the GPA.  

DU announces five-
year commitment in 

South Dakota
Ducks Unlimited is pledg-

ing to spend $1.8 million dol-
lars on conservation programs 
in South Dakota in each of the 
next five years. DU is promis-
ing its continued investment 
in protecting and restoring 
the best-of-the-best waterfowl 
habitat in the Prairie Pothole 
Region of South Dakota. 

The announcement comes 
in support of South Dakota 
Gov. Dennis Daugaard’s work 
to develop a conservation fund.

“We believe Gov. Daugaard 
shows great leadership in his 
proposal to dedicate $1.5 mil-
lion for conservation. We sup-
port his plan to create a fund 
that will help improve pheasant 
numbers while also providing 
habitat for waterfowl,” said 
Jeff Heidelbauer of Custer, DU 
regional vice president and 
member of the national board 
of directors.

DU made the announce-
ment at a news conference 
held in conjunction with DU’s 
South Dakota state convention. 
Nathan Sanderson, director of 
policy and operations for the 
governor’s office, also spoke to 
the group about the governor’s 
commitment to conservation. 

“In South Dakota, hunting 
and enjoying the outdoors is 
not just a pastime, it’s part of 

approximately 10 miles wide 
cuts down through the county 
from northwest to southeast. 

Within this landscape, DU 
and its partners at the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service have 
made an effort to protect both 
wetlands and remaining grass-
lands to preserve the ability of 
this area to support breeding 
waterfowl. 

The Schafer property will 
be acquired as part of DU’s Re-
volving Habitat Program. The 
property contains important 
wetlands, including several 
drained wetlands. Once owned 
by DU, the drained wetlands 
will be restored by plugging 
drainage ditches and restor-
ing natural hydrology on the 
property. DU will then place a 
perpetual wetland conserva-
tion easement on the property 
to ensure that wetlands can 
never again be drained, pro-
tecting this vital resource for 
waterfowl and other wildlife 
species. Finally, DU will re-sale 
the property and use the pro-
ceeds from the sale to further 
DU’s conservation mission in 
South Dakota. 

DU South Dakota 
tract becomes part of 

adjoining WPA Villhauer 
property purchased by 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife

The U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service (FWS) recently 
purchased a 160-acre portion 
of Ducks Unlimited’s (DU) 
Villhauer Tract in McPherson 
County, South Dakota. DU 
acquired the original 640-acre 

our identity,” Sanderson said. 
“Gov. Daugaard understands 
that adequate habitat is essen-
tial to maintaining our wildlife 
populations, so we can preserve 
this true South Dakota tradition 
for generations to come.”

Tom Kirschenmann, terres-
trial resources chief for South 
Dakota Game Fish and Parks, 
says South Dakota pheasant de-
clines have centered on several 
factors, including the habitat it 
relies on to fulfill its annual life-
cycle. “While pheasants have 
remained the focus of these dis-
cussions, it has certainly served 
as a spring-board to elevate the 
overall awareness for wildlife 
habitat,” Kirschenmann said. 
“Conservation partners work-
ing together can meet several 
objectives as many wildlife spe-
cies benefit from habitat work. 
No better example exemplifies 
that relationship than a wetland 
and grassland project. While 
these habitats are vital to wa-
terfowl production, they can be 
equally important to resident 
wildlife for nesting and winter 
cover.”

Ducks Unlimited has been 
working with South Dakota 
landowners and agencies con-
serving wetlands and grass-
lands since 1984. A waiting list 
of South Dakota landowners 
who are interested in one con-
servation program to protect 
habitat now stands at about 400. 

“South Dakota landowners 
are very interested in conser-
vation. All federal conserva-
tion programs in the state are 
over-subscribed, meaning there 

is more interest than money 
available,” said Steve Donovan, 
DU manager of conservation 
programs for South Dakota. 
“Clearly we need more invest-
ment to meet this need. That is 
why the Governor’s investment 
is so important. We hope others 
will support the governor’s ef-
fort and help us find the dollars 
needed to conserve this impor-
tant resource.” 

PheASAntS ForeVer

Continuous CrP 
SAFE Signups Offer 
Landowners Critical 

Upland habitat in 2015
While a Conservation Re-

serve Program (CRP) general 
signup hasn’t been scheduled 
for 2015, farmers and landown-
ers do have current opportu-
nities to explore eligibility in 
one of the many Continuous 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CCRP) practices available. In 
particular, the State Acres for 
Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) 
portion of CRP has more than 

350,000 acres available for en-
rollment to landowners inter-
ested in creating and conserv-
ing upland habitat for pheas-
ants, quail and other upland 
wildlife.

“CRP remains the most 
expansive, impactful conser-
vation program in the country. 
Historically, landowners have 
looked to a general signup and 
its competitive bid process to 
enroll in the program. But land-
owners should consider SAFE 
acres, as well as other continu-
ous programs, as valuable ad-
ditions to existing contracts,” 
says Dave Nomsen, Pheasants 
Forever and Quail Forever’s 
vice president of government 
affairs. “CRP SAFE practices 
are the best thing going for 
pheasant and quail habitat cre-
ation. The programs are open 
until allocations are reached 
and they pay competitive rates. 
If landowners have an expiring 
CRP general contract, SAFE 
practices – or one of the other 
continuous CRP practices – are 
something they should strongly 
consider.”
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