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erinary clinics also hold group 
training classes.

Costs
Prices for training depend 

on the service, demand, and 
geographic area. There is no set 
price for dog training or behav-
iour consultation, as each pro-
fessional sets his or her own fee 
range. Discounts are occasionally 
offered for adopted pets, elderly 
pets, a package of services, or 
owners on fixed incomes.

In general, private training 
is more costly. However, such 
training is tailored to your spe-
cific needs, so you will often get 
more value when addressing 
specific concerns. Think of it 
like exercise personal trainer is 
more costly than a general gym 
membership, but it is faster and 
more effective.

Group training tends to be 
less costly than private training, 
but keep in mind that the train-
er must address the needs of 
everyone in the group, so your 
training will not be tailored 
just to you. However, if you are 
looking for socialization, work-
ing on general skills and man-
ners, or if the entire group has 
the same issue (such as in a shy 
dog class), group training could 
be perfect for you. Also, group 
training allows “enforced” 
weekly training supervision 
from your instructor, which can 
be a great motivator for busy 
people and helps prevent prac-
ticing skills incorrectly between 
less-structured, private lessons.

I recommend you contact 
several professionals in your 
area to determine the range of 

prices you can expect to pay, as 
well as to interview the trainer 
for compatibility with your 
style and needs.

Length of commitment
Length of training sessions 

depends on the issues you are 
looking to address. If you at-
tend a group class, most typi-
cally last six to eight weeks and 
meet once or twice a week. If 
your group class is for a spe-
cific behavioural issue, like 
dog aggression or shyness, the 
class may continue indefinitely 
or transition into subsequent 
“levels” as each dog “gradu-
ates” at his own pace. In order 
for training to be effective, you 
must be willing to commit the 
time required.

Private training can vary 
from one or two sessions to 
sessions across a year or more, 
depending on the training 
objectives you set for you and 
your dog or the severity of 
the issues you are addressing. 
Talk to your trainer about time 
frames, goals, and expectations 
when beginning lessons.

Where to find 
professionals

OK, now you have a better 
idea of what you are looking 
for. So, where do you start look-
ing? If you were sending your 
child to day-care, or needed a 
surgeon, you wouldn’t sched-
ule an appointment with a 
random person from the yel-
low pages, right? You would 
want to do some homework, 
get more information, and find 
the best professional you could. 
The same holds true for finding 

a professional trainer. Follow-
ing are suggestions that will 
help you narrow down your 
choices to a manageable list of 
professionals to interview.
Network with other dog 

owners
Asking other dog owners 

can be a great method for find-
ing a good trainer or behaviour 
professional. If you see a well 
behaved dog, or if you know 
of someone who worked on 
training or behaviour problems 
in the past, find out who they 
trained with. Referrals from 
people with first-hand experi-
ence are often useful ways to 
find someone-or rule someone 
out. Be sure to find out what 
specific skills were addressed. 
For example, if you meet some-
one whose dog is great at agil-


