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are asked to submit comments on the 
plan by the deadline. 

“ GFP will hold two public meetings 
to inform the public and gather addi-
tional input, as well as answer ques-
tions on sage-grouse management in 
the state,” said Tom Kirschenmann, 
chief of terrestrial resources. 

Both public meetings will be held in 
the northwest part of the state within 
the primary sage-grouse range in 
South Dakota. The meeting locations, 
dates and times are as follows:

Belle Fourche, March 11, First Inter-
state Bank (41 5th Ave. ),7 p. m. 

Buffalo, March 12, Harding County 
School Commons Area (102 Allison 
St. ), 7 p. m. 

To view the draft management plan 
and provide feedback online, visit the 
following link: http://gfp. sd. gov/
hunting/small-game/sage-grouse. 
aspx. 

Please send requests for printed 
copies of the draft report or written 
comments to: Game, Fish and Parks; 
523 E. Capitol Ave. ; Pierre, S. D. 
57501. 

TEXAS
Texas Lesser Prairie-
Chicken Landowner 
Agreements Reach 

Record 600,000 Acres
Eighty-four Texas ranchers in the 

Panhandle and Rolling Plains have 
voluntarily enrolled 614,250 acres 
in conservation agreements for the 
lesser prairie-chicken, marking one 
of the largest private landowner com-
mitment to conserve a rare species 
in Texas history. This comes as the 
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service mulls 
whether to list the bird under the 
Endangered Species Act, a decision 
expected by March 31. 

Back in November 2006, Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department signed a 
Candidate Conservation Agreement 
with Assurances (CCAA) with the 
federal wildlife agency. At the time, 
the bird was a candidate for listing. 
Yet for several years after the agree-
ment was developed, few landowners 
signed on. Then, after the USFWS pro-
posed listing the bird as threatened in 
late 2012, enrollment surged. 

By undertaking voluntary conser-
vation measures on their property 
under the agreement, landowners 
are assured that no further land use 
restrictions or conditions will be re-
quired from them if the lesser prairie-
chicken is ultimately listed. In return, 
landowners undertake conservation 
actions such as brush control, graz-
ing management, prescribed burning, 
and allowing periodic monitoring on 
their property. 

“ Prairie-chicken conservation 
equals grassland conservation,” said 
Calvin Richardson, TPWD Wildlife 
Division district leader, based in Can-
yon.” Landowners who provide good 
habitat for this bird are helping many 
other grassland-dependent species, 
such as pronghorn antelope and many 
grassland birds. Further, prairie con-
servation equals water conservation. 
Restoring and managing the native 
grasslands of the Texas Panhandle, in-
cluding regions with Playa Lakes, can 
help provide vital recharge sources for 
the Ogallala Aquifer.” 

Department biologists also said the 
improvement in rangeland health that 
results from CCAA management also 
benefits cattle operations with con-
servative stocking rates that ensure 
good plant health, productivity, and 
a cushion in an unpredictable weather 
environment. 

For more information about the 
Texas lesser prairie-chicken CCAA, 
and other available conservation tools 
for farmers, ranchers and other land-
owners, contact: Calvin Richardson, 
calvin. richardson@tpwd. texas. gov, 
(806) 651-3014. 

UTAH
Help needed to raise 

pheasant chicks 
Get involved in wildlife conserva-

tion, and have some fun
You can help conserve wildlife in 

Utah, and make this fall, pheasant 
hunt better, by adopting pheasant 
chicks, raising the birds, and then 
releasing them into the wild. 

If you join Utah, Day-old Pheasant 
Chick program, you can adopt a chick 
this spring, raise it through the sum-
mer and release it this fall. 

In mid May, the Division of Wildlife 
Resources will obtain 2,500 to 3,000 
pheasant chicks, both roosters and 
hens. The chicks will be only one day 
old when the DWR obtains them from 
a commercial bird grower. 

DWR staff will then provide the 
chicks to individuals, families and 
groups who have agreed to partici-
pate in the agency, Day-old Pheasant 
Chick program. 

If you join the program, you’ll raise 
the chicks to adulthood. Then, before 
the general pheasant hunt starts in 
November, you’ll help release the 
birds into the wild. 

The pheasants will be released on 
state wildlife and waterfowl manage-
ment areas, walk-in access areas and 
private land that provides access to 
public hunters. 

If you participate, Dean Mitchell, 
Conservation Outreach Section chief 
for the DWR, says you must cover all 
of the expenses to feed, vaccinate and 
house the birds. 

Information about the facilities 
needed to raise pheasants, and tips 
that will help you raise the birds, 
are available at wildlife. utah. gov/
uplandgame. 

Once you arrive at the page, scroll 
through the listings until you find the 
“ Adopt pheasant chicks’ subhead. 

“ Before you enter the program,” 
Mitchell says, “ please read this infor-
mation. It will help you decide if the 
program is for you.” 

In addition to providing more 
birds to hunt, Mitchell says raising 
birds will give you a chance to get in-
volved in wildlife conservation. And 
it should be a lot of fun. 

“ Raising a pheasant, from a chick 
to an adult, is a terrific activity that 
helps kids and adults understand 
some of the challenges wildlife face as 
they grow,” Mitchell says.” Raising a 
chick will be an experience you won’t 
soon forget.” 

After reviewing the information 
at wildlife. utah. gov/uplandgame, 
you can participate in the program 
by calling the following DWR office 
nearest you.


