
34
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

April/May 2014                                                           Now in our Twenty Third year                                                      www.Bdarn.com
hunter, followed by Santee Delta in 
Georgetown County with 3. 6 birds 
per hunter, Santee Coastal Reserve in 
Charleston and Georgetown Counties 
with 3. 0 birds per hunter, and Sam-
worth in Georgetown County with 
2. 5 birds per hunter.” Several years 
ago Tommy Strange (retired DNR 
waterfowl biologist) said that Gad-
wall were the duck of the future for 
South Carolina and given the number 
harvested on our WMA, this year, it 
looks like the future is now,” said Har-
rigal. Top individual hunt units were 
Springfield/ The Cut of Bear Island (4. 
5 birds per hunter), Bear Island East 
(3. 8 birds per hunter), Santee Delta 
East (3. 7 birds per hunter), Murphy 
Island of Santee Coastal Reserve (3. 6 
birds per hunter) and Bear Island West 
(3. 6 birds per hunter). 

Hunt data was collected on 9 of the 
25 Category II Wildlife Management 
Areas (open to the public on specific 
days). Hunters reported a harvest of 
1,941 birds on these areas, the vast 
majority coming from Hickory Top 
Greentree Reservoir. The average 
for 2,100 hunters was . 92 birds per 
hunter. Wood ducks accounted for 
over 89 percent of the bag. 

A total of 28 special youth only 
hunts were held on select areas 
throughout the season. The reported 
harvest was 256 birds by 117 hunt-
ers for an average of 2. 1 birds per 
hunter. American green-winged teal, 
Gadwall, and Northern Shoveler were 
the top birds in the bag. 

“ We were especially pleased that 
our youth-oriented hunts provided 
quality waterfowl hunting opportuni-
ties for young men and women dur-
ing the season,” Harrigal said. 

Find out more at the WMA Water-
fowl Hunt Results reports. 

SOUTH DAKOTA
Pheasant habitat work 

group has its first 
meeting

The thirteen members of the 
South Dakota Pheasant Habitat 
Work Group gathered for their 

initial meeting last Friday in 
Pierre. 

The work group is comprised of 
members selected by Gov. Dennis 

Daugaard after December, Pheas-
ant Habitat Summit and consists of 
sportsmen, landowners, leading con-
servation and agriculture academics, 
legislators and government officials. 

The groups charge is to identify 
ways to improve pheasant habitat 
that are compatible with agricultural 
production in the state. 

“ I am very happy with the progress 
we made during this first meeting,” 
said Work Group Chairwoman Pam 
Roberts.” The amount of input we re-
ceived from the public before, during 
and after the Habitat Summit shows 
how important this issue is to South 
Dakotans and our visitors.” 

Workgroup members reviewed the 
hundreds of comments, ideas and 
suggestions to improve pheasant 
habitat and pheasant populations. 

“ People are passionate about 
pheasants in South Dakota,” said 
Roberts.” Everyone wants their ideas 
and voice to be heard. It is our job 
to try and find feasible and effective 
solutions and this list is a good start.” 

The group will meet again in early 
April and will deliver a report of their 
work to Gov. Daugaard this summer. 

For more information on the Pheas-
ant Working Group and the Pheasant 
Habitat Summit, visit

http://www. gfp. sd. gov/pheas-
antsummit/default. aspx. 
Public Input Requested 
on Draft Sage-Grouse 

Plan
 As part of the public input process, 

the South Dakota Department of 
Game, Fish and Parks recently held 
public meetings in Belle Fourche and 
Buffalo to discuss and obtain input on 
a five-year draft management plan for 
greater sage-grouse. 

“ Public input is an important part 
of wildlife management,” said Chad 
Switzer, wildlife program administra-
tor.” With a majority of the attendees 
representing the ranching commu-
nity, this information exchange and 
dialogue on sage-grouse management 
will improve the quality of the final 
plan and ensure that identified actions 
are implemented in a timely manner.” 

The deadline for providing com-
ments has been extended to April 15, 

2014. To view the draft management 
plan, please visit: http://gfp. sd. gov/
hunting/small-game/sage-grouse. 
aspx. Here you can also provide 
comments by submitting an email to 
wildinfo@state. sd. us. 

“ Due to a continual, range-wide 
decline in sage-grouse populations 
and a listing decision expected by 
the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
in 2015, recent collaboration and ef-
forts amongst all stakeholders have 
demonstrated the willingness to work 
together to conserve sage-grouse and 
their habitats,” concluded Switzer. 

Please send a request for printed 
copies of the draft report or written 
comments to:,South Dakota Depart-
ment of Game, Fish and Parks, 523 
East Capitol Avenue, Pierre SD 57501. 

2014 Hunting Season 
Dates Set

The South Dakota Game, Fish and 
Parks Commission has finalized most 
big game hunting season dates for 
2014 with no changes from 2013. 

The Commission sets season dates 
in the early spring to give hunters a 
chance to plan their fall schedules. 
The season structure, including 
license numbers, will be set in the 
coming months. 

Dates of interest for 2014 include:
Pheasant: Oct. 18-Jan. 4
Youth Pheasant: Oct. 4-8
Resident Only Pheasant: Oct. 11-13
Grouse/Partridge: Sept. 20-Jan. 4
Mourning Dove: Sept. 1-Nov. 9
Fall Turkey: Oct. 1-Jan. 31

Sage-grouse plan 
available for review

The S. D. Game, Fish and Parks 
Department is offering the public the 
opportunity to review and provide 
comment on a five-year draft man-
agement plan for greater sage-grouse. 

TheSage-grouse Management Plan 
for South Dakota 2014-2018 describes 
how the state proposes to manage 
sage-grouse in South Dakota. The 
draft will be available for review 
through March 30. Interested parties 


