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Remaining snowshoe hares are still 
protected as a state-endangered spe-
cies and it remains illegal to kill them 
in Ohio. Proposed open counties for 
quail hunting include Adams, Athens, 
Brown, Butler, Clermont, Clinton, 
Highland, Jackson, Meigs, Montgom-
ery, Pike, Preble, Ross, Scioto, Vinton 
and Warren. Youth upland game sea-
sons are proposed statewide for two 
weekends: Oct. 19-20 and Oct. 26-27. 

PENNSYLVANIA
REMAINING PHEAS-

ANTS RELEASED
Seventy-one ringnecks 

become “ nest egg” for 
Franklin County Wild 
Pheasant Recovery Area. 

Nine more wild pheasants captured 
recently on a Native American reser-
vation in Montana have been released 
in Franklin County in hopes a self-
sustaining wild pheasant population 
will take hold there. 

Game Commission staff, along 
with members of the organization 
Pheasants Forever, released the birds 
March 13 at a farm near Mercersburg 
in the Franklin County Wild Pheasant 
Recovery Area (WPRA). 

The release was the second in a 
week within the Franklin County 
WPRA. On March 9, 58 Montana ring-
necks and four that were born wild in 
Pennsylvania were released. 

The initial release marked the first 
time the Franklin County WPRA 
received wild pheasants. Although 
the Franklin County WPRA was 
established in 2011 and was slated 
to receive its first pheasants in 2012, 
Pennsylvania had been unable in 
recent years to obtain wild pheasants 
for release into any of its four WPRAs. 

A partnership formed this year be-
tween the Game Commission, Pheas-
ants Forever and the Crow Indian 
Reservation in Montana ended the 
drought and led to the first releases 
of wild pheasants in Pennsylvania in 
three years. 

Following the releases, 71 wild 
pheasants have been placed into the 
Franklin County WPRA. 

Sen. Richard Alloway II, R-Cham-
bersburg, said he, hopeful the re-
leases provide a springboard for wild 
pheasant recovery in southcentral 

Pennsylvania. 
“ The wild pheasant population has 

been a serious concern for sportsmen 
and conservationists alike,” said Al-
loway, who chairs the state Senate 
Game and Fisheries Committee.” The 
Game Commission deserves a great 
deal of credit for taking this important 
step toward helping the population 
recover to sustainable levels.” 

Game Commission staff and Pheas-
ants Forever members hope the 
releases might represent the first of 
many that result from the partnership 
with the Crow Indian Reservation. 

The Franklin County WPRA is 
located in the southwestern part of 
Franklin County and centers roughly 
on the borough of Mercersburg. U. S. 
Route 30 forms the WPRA, northern 
border, and the WPRA runs south to 
the Mason-Dixon Line. 

With the releases into the Franklin 
County WPRA, all four of Pennsylva-
nia, WPRAs have received pheasants. 
Pheasants previously have been re-
leased into the Central Susquehanna 
WPRA, which is located in parts of 
Northumberland, Montour, Columbia 
and Lycoming counties; the Somer-
set WPRA in Somerset County; and 
the Hegins-Gratz Valley WPRA in 
Schuylkill and Dauphin counties. 

Only trapped-and-transferred wild 
pheasants are introduced into a 
WPRA, given their heightened chanc-
es for survival in the wild, compared 
to propagated birds. 

There is no open season for taking 
pheasants in any Wild Pheasant Re-
covery Area, and releases of propa-
gated pheasants also are prohibited 
there. Training dogs and hunting 
small game other than woodchucks, 
waterfowl and crows are prohibited 
within a WPRA from the first Sunday 
in February to July 31. 

The Game Commission seeks the 
public, help in making WPRAs more 
successful. Pheasant success within 
any WPRA relies on the availability of 
adequate nesting and wintering habi-
tat, and privately held land accounts 
for most of the acreage within the 
WPRAs. Those who are interested in 
creating or enhancing pheasant habitat 
on land they own can contact the Game 
Commission, WPRA biologist Colleen 
DeLong at 570-380-0833, or contact 
their local Pheasants Forever chapter. 

The public also can help to monitor 
the success of WPRAs by calling the 
Game Commission if they see pheas-
ants’ especially hens or chicks’ within 
a WPRA, or calling the phone number 
on leg bands of any dead pheasants 
they might find within a WPRA.

People also are asked to leave 
pheasant nests within WPRAs undis-
turbed and to avoid mowing grassy 
or brushy habitat there. 

For more information on WPRAS, 
visit the Game Commission, website, 
www. pgc. state. pa. us, and select, 
“ Hunting under the “ Hunt/Trap” 
tab, then select “ Pheasant” under 
the “ Small Game” header. Maps and 
other information on Wild Pheasant 
Recovery Areas are available. 

SOUTH CAROLINA
Duck hunters finish 
the season on DNR 

Waterfowl Management 
Areas

Duck hunters finished the season 
on S. C. Department of Natural Re-
sources public hunting lands, with a 
total reported harvest of 5079 birds, 
an average of 1. 7 birds per hunter. A 
total of 3085 hunters participated in 
170 hunts at the 19 Wildlife Manage-
ment Areas that recorded individual 
hunt data. Wood ducks accounted 
for 34 percent of the total harvest, 
followed by Gadwall, Northern shov-
eler, American green-winged teal, and 
American widgeon. 

Overall the season for our water-
fowl areas was excellent, given the 
variable weather we had this win-
ter” said Dean Harrigal, Waterfowl 
Program Coordinator with the S. C. 
Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR). ,Hickory Top Greentree Res-
ervoir in Clarendon County had the 
highest hunter participation and 
harvest with 1,018 hunters reporting a 
harvest of 1,512 birds, the vast major-
ity of them wood ducks. On Category 
I Wildlife Management Areas (lottery 
hunts), 868 hunters (on 5 areas) har-
vested 2,882 birds with an average of 
3. 3 birds per hunter. Gadwall, North-
ern shoveler, American green-winged 
teal, and Northern pintail were top 
birds in the bag. Bear Island WMA 
in Colleton County had the highest 
hunter average with 4. 0 birds per 


