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As part of Governor Cuomo, NY is 
Open for Fishing and Hunting Initia-
tive, the program enhances opportuni-
ties for pheasant hunting in New York 
State through a partnership between 
DEC and the sporting community, 4-H 
youths and landowners interested in 
rearing and releasing pheasants. In 
2013, DEC distributed 41,500 day-old 
pheasant chicks to qualified 4-H and 
sportsmen applicants. 

The Day-Old Pheasant Chick Pro-
gram began in the early 1900s. In the 
early days, pheasant eggs and chicks 
were distributed to farmers and ru-
ral youth. Today, day-old chicks are 
available at no cost to participants 
who are able to provide a brooding 
facility, a covered outdoor rearing 
pen, and an adequate release site. 
Approved applicants will receive 
the day-old chicks in April, May or 
June. No chicks obtained through the 
Day-Old Pheasant Chick Program 
can be released on private shooting 
preserves. All release sites must be ap-
proved in advance by DEC and must 
be open for public pheasant hunting 
opportunities. The program is funded 
through the state Conservation Fund 
from license fees paid by hunters, 
trappers and anglers. 

Daily care is necessary to monitor 
the health of the birds and to ensure 
that there is adequate feed and water 
for the rapidly growing chicks. The 
pheasants may be released beginning 
when they are eight weeks old and no 
later than December 1. Individuals 
interested in these programs should 
contact their nearest DEC regional 
office (please refer to offices listed 
below) for applications and additional 
information. 

Governor Cuomo, NY Open for 
Fishing and Hunting Initiative is an 
effort to improve recreational ac-
tivities for in-state and out-of-state 
sportsmen and sportswomen and to 
boost tourism opportunities through-
out the state. This initiative includes 
the streamlining of hunting and fish-
ing licensing and reducing license 
fees, improved access for fishing at 
various sites across the state, and 
increasing hunting opportunities in 
various regions. In support of this 
initiative, Governor Cuomo this year 
has proposed the creation of 50 new 
land access projects, which will con-
nect hunters, anglers, bird watchers 

and others who enjoy the outdoors 
to more than 380,000 acres of existing 
state and easement lands that have 
gone untapped until now. These 50 
new access projects include building 
new boat launches, installing new 
hunting blinds and building new 
trails and parking areas. In addition, 
the Governor, budget includes $4 mil-
lion to repair the state, fish hatcheries. 

Applications for the Pheasant Re-
lease Program must be filed with a 
DEC regional wildlife manager by 
March 15, 2014 (see contact informa-
tion below). A “ Pheasant Rearing 
Guide” and additional information on 
the Day-Old Chick Program is avail-
able on the DEC website. 

NORTH DAKOTA
Spring Goose Migration 

Updates
North Dakota spring light goose 

hunters can track general locations of 
geese as birds make their way through 
the state. 

Hunters are able to call (701) 328-
3697 to hear recorded information 24 
hours a day. Migration reports are also 
posted on the North Dakota Game 
and Fish Department website, gf. nd. 
gov. Updates will be provided peri-
odically during the week as migration 
events occur, until the season ends or 
geese have left the state. 

North Dakota, spring light goose 
season opens Feb. 15 and continues 
through May 18. Season information, 
including licensing requirements and 
regulations, are also available by ac-
cessing the Game and Fish website. 

Midwinter Waterfowl 
Survey

The North Dakota Game and Fish 
Department, annual midwinter wa-
terfowl survey in early January indi-
cated 71,500 birds were in the state. 

Mike Szymanski, migratory game 
bird biologist, said an estimated 
40,700 Canada geese were observed 
on the Missouri River, and another 
12,000 were scattered on Nelson Lake. 
Lake Sakakawea, declared iced-over 
on Dec. 14, had no geese on the lake 
itself. Szymanski said after summa-
rizing the numbers, a total of 52,700 
Canada geese and 18,700 mallards 

were tallied statewide. 
“ Conditions leading up to this 

year, survey were colder than normal, 
resulting in fewer birds in the state 
compared to the past couple winters,” 
Szymanski said.” Most waterfowl 
were pushed from North Dakota just 
prior to Thanksgiving, with the excep-
tion of those using the Missouri River 
System.” 

According to Szymanski, early De-
cember cold temperatures and strong 
winds pushed most Missouri River 
birds from the state. Conditions re-
mained the same through most of Janu-
ary, essentially causing all waters in the 
state to freeze by the time of the survey, 
with the exception of a few places with 
fast moving, or warm water. 

Overall, Szymanski said although 
the counts are lower than those ob-
served during the past couple years, 
numbers of birds remaining in the 
state are surprisingly large given the 
harsh weather conditions experienced 
thus far. 

“ Snow cover was probably border-
line for allowing birds to feed without 
too much trouble,” he added.” If more 
snow had fallen in December, this year, 
count would have been even lower.” 

OHIO
ODNR Proposes Dates 

for Fall Hunting Seasons 
to Ohio Wildlife Council 

 On Wednesday, Jan. 9, the Ohio 
Wildlife Council received potential 
dates for the upcoming fall hunt-
ing seasons, according to the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources 
(ODNR). The ODNR Division of 
Wildlife biologists proposed that 
several traditional hunting dates be 
utilized for 2013-2014. Sept. 1 is the 
proposed start date for Ohio, fall 
squirrel and dove hunting seasons. 
Upland game hunting seasons for 
cottontail rabbit, ring-necked pheas-
ant and bobwhite quail are proposed 
to start Nov. 1, the first Friday in 
November. Fox, raccoon, skunk, 
opossum and weasel hunting and 
trapping are proposed to start Nov. 
10. ODNR Division of Wildlife biolo-
gists proposed that cottontail rabbit 
hunting restrictions be removed in 
the snowshoe hare protected area 
in Geauga and Ashtabula counties. 


