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NEBRASKA 
Game and Parks Stresses 

Safety Following 
Weekend Fire at 

Branched Oak WMA
 The cause of a fire at Branched Oak 

Wildlife Management Area (WMA) 
over the weekend is under investiga-
tion. 

The fire started around 3:30 p. m. 
Sunday and burned around 1,000 
acres, 325 of which were located on 
the WMA. The fire melted a plastic 
drainage tube at the WMA and de-
stroyed approximately 1. 25 miles 
of fence. It also caused damage to 
property on private land. All damage 
at Branched Oak WMA was north of 
the marina. 

Nineteen volunteer fire depart-
ments responded to the fire, which 
was contained around 7:30 p. m. 
Sunday. The cause remains unknown. 

To prevent fires, the Nebraska Game 
and Parks Commission recommends 
those visiting wildlife management 
areas, state parks and state recreation 
areas take the following precautions:

- Cigarettes, matches or any smok-
ing material should never be thrown 
from vehicles or into a grassland. 
Make sure these materials are extin-
guished. 

- Never leave campfires unattended. 
When extinguishing, douse with 
water and stir to make sure they are 
completely out. 

- Be careful with lanterns, stoves 
and heaters. Do not tip over or drop 
on combustible materials. Let them 
cool down before re-fueling. Don’t 
spill fuel when re-fueling. 

- Don’t drive vehicles off roads and 
trails into grassland when conditions 
are dry. Catalytic converters could 
ignite combustible materials. 

- Follow local ordinances when burn-
ing grasslands, trash, leaves, etc. 

- Always observe burn bans. 

NEW MEXICO
Lesser Prairie-Chicken 

Range-Wide Plan Nears 4 
Million Acres

  Industry Enrollment Provides 
Nearly $21 Million for Habitat Con-
servation. Thirty-two private compa-
nies in five states representing oil and 
gas, pipelines, electric transmission 
and wind energy have committed 
to enroll nearly 4 million acres in the 
Lesser Prairie-Chicken Range-wide 
Conservation Plan, providing about 
$21 million for habitat conservation 
over three years. The latest enrollment 
surge comes a week before the U. S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service deadline to 
announce a final decision on whether 
to list the bird under the federal En-
dangered Species Act, expected by 
March 31. Enrolling companies get 
regulatory assurances through a spe-
cial USFWS rule or a CCAA permit, 
so that if the species is listed the com-
panies have a pathway to continue 
operations and development in the 
region. The companies agree to pay 
modest enrollment fees, follow a list 
of guidelines to minimize impacts on 
the bird, and agree to pay for impacts 
they cannot avoid. The money goes 
to farmers, ranchers and landown-
ers to protect and restore habitat 
for the bird.” The range-wide plan 
represents more than a pathway to 
mitigate industry impacts,” said Bill 
Van Pelt, grassland coordinator with 
the Western Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies (WAFWA), which 
developed the range-wide plan work-
ing with state wildlife agencies in 
Colorado, Kansas, New Mexico, Okla-
homa and Texas, and others.” It also 
serves as a way to unify all existing 
lesser prairie-chicken programs under 
a common set of goals to conserve the 
species. Each of those programs have 
been successful in their own right.” 
Van Pelt said those related efforts 
include the Conservation Reserve 
Program managed by the USDA Farm 
Service Agency (about 3. 4 million 
acres across the bird, range), Work-
ing Lands for Wildlife Program and 
Lesser Prairie-Chicken Initiative man-
aged by the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (about 800,000 
acres), the New Mexico Candidate 
Conservation Agreement managed by 

the Center for Excellence in Hazard-
ous Materials Management (about 1. 
5 million acres of industry enrollment 
and 1. 5 million acres of ranching 
enrollment), and Candidate Conser-
vation Agreements with Assurances 
(CCAA) for farming and ranching in 
Oklahoma and Texas (about 820,000 
acres).” When considering these vari-
ous programs together with recent 
enrollments in the range-wide plan,” 
said Van Pelt, “ the total comes to 
nearly 13 million acres under conser-
vation, equivalent to about 60 percent 
of the lesser prairie-chicken, current 
range.” WAFWA is still contacting 
the remaining few not listed here for 
permission to announce their names. 
Complementing the range-wide plan, 
landowner CCAAs offer legal assur-
ances for farmers and ranchers in 
New Mexico, Texas and Oklahoma. 
These cover a total of nearly 2. 3 
million acres across the three states. 
Landowners in Colorado and Kansas, 
who do not have access to a ranching 
CCAA, can enroll their lands under 
the range-wide plan and receive the 
same assurances. The range-wide 
plan includes habitat management 
goals and conservation practices 
to be applied throughout the lesser 
prairie-chicken, range, guided by 
the Crucial Habitat Assessment Tool 
(CHAT) online database and map-
ping system. The range-wide plan can 
be viewed on the WAFWA website. 
Industry representatives with ques-
tions about the plan may contact Sean 
Kyle, chairman of the Lesser Prairie 
Chicken Interstate Working Group, at 
sean. kyle@wafwa. org. New Mexico 
farmers, ranchers, and landowners 
with questions about enrollment in 
the plan please contact Grant Beau-
prez, lesser prairie-chicken biologist 
for the New Mexico Department of 
Game and Fish at Grant. Beauprez@
state. nm. us or (575) 478-2460. 

NEW YORK
DEC Accepting 
Applications for 
Pheasant Release 

Program
The application period is now open 

for the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation, (DEC) 
cooperative Day-Old Pheasant Chick 
Program, the DEC announced today. 


