
30
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

April/May 2014                                                           Now in our Twenty Third year                                                      www.Bdarn.com
on recommendations by the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
(LDWF). 

If approved, beginning with the 
2014-2015 small game season, hunters 
would be allowed a three-day pos-
session limit for rabbit, squirrel and 
quail. The daily harvest limit would 
remain eight for rabbits and squirrels, 
and 10 daily for quail. 

In additional action taken, the Com-
mission amended the 2014-2015 deer 
season dates for Area 5 to close the still 
hunt season on the second Sunday in 
January, instead of the fourth Sunday 
in December. The still hunt season 
would remain “ bucks only” unless “ 
either sex” season is in progress. 

To view the full, amended notice 
of intent, visit the LDWF website at 
http://www. wlf. louisiana. gov/
action-items . Public comment will 
be accepted at the LWFC monthly 
meetings through April 3. Comments 
will also be accepted by mail sent to 
Steve Smith, Wildlife Division, Dept. 
of Wildlife and Fisheries, P. O. Box 
9800, Baton Rouge, LA, 70898-9000 or 
via email to ssmith@wlf. la. gov. 

MINNESOTA
DNR to conduct public 

hearing on Compass 
Prairie Scientific and 
Natural Area, April 1

A public hearing will be conducted 
by the Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR) to receive public com-
ments about hunting, trapping, and 
dogs under control at the Compass 
Prairie Scientific and Natural Area 
(SNA). 

The hearing is April 1, 6-7 p. m. , 
or until all testimony is taken, It will 
be held at the Farmers Room at the 
Nobles County Government Center, 
315 Tenth Street, Worthington. 

This public hearing regards poten-
tially changing the designation order 
establishing the current 19. 5 acre SNA 
to allow all hunting and trapping, 
and dogs only when accompanied 
by or under the control of the owner, 
provided that from April 16 through 
July 14, dogs must be on a leash. 

At the hearing, an official will 

record all testimony regarding the 
uses being proposed at this SNA. 
DNR staff will be present to answer 
questions on these matters. Written 
statements on this subject will also 
be accepted until April 9, 2014. Testi-
mony may be emailed. Please put the 
name of the SNA in the subject line. 
It may also be sent by U. S. mail to: 
Hearing Officer, MN DNR, 175 Co Rd 
26, Windom, MN 56101. Please specify 
the name of the SNA. 

Scientific and natural areas are 
state lands established to preserve 
natural features and rare resources of 
exceptional scientific and educational 
value. Compass Prairie SNA protects 
a prairie and species supported by 
that habitat. Compass Prairie SNA is 
open to the public for activities such 
as hiking, bird-watching, nature pho-
tography and snowshoeing. 

Information on the resources and 
location of Compass Prairie SNA can 
be found here by choosing it from an 
alphabetical listing of all SNAs. 

MISSISSIPPI
Wildlife Habitat 

Improvements Planned 
for Pascagoula River 

WMA 
This spring, the Mississippi De-

partment of Wildlife, Fisheries, and 
Parks (MDWFP) will conduct habi-
tat improvements on Pascagoula 
River Wildlife Management Area 
(WMA), a 37,000-acre WMA located 
within George and Jackson counties 
in southeast Mississippi. Although 
predominately composed of bot-
tomland hardwood forest, the WMA 
contains scattered pine sites along its 
perimeter where prescribed burning 
is applicable. The recent addition of 
new firebreaks on a 200-acre mixed 
slash and longleaf pine tract will al-
low personnel to conduct a prescribed 
burn this spring. Planning will also 
begin for future prescribed burns on 
other tracts. The use of controlled fire 
improves habitat for numerous game 
and non-game wildlife species by 
promoting fresh herbaceous growth 
which contains valuable nutrients. 
Prescribed fire also helps control un-
desirable woody plant species, such 
as yaupon and sweet gum, which 
can dominate an understory and 

out-compete more desirable plant 
species. The potential for wildfire 
is also diminished when prescribed 
burn regimens are in place. 

Control of invasive plant species 
aids in improving wildlife habitat; 
therefore, it is a high priority for MD-
WFP personnel. Cogongrass occurs 
throughout Pascagoula River WMA 
and provides no benefit to wildlife. 
This grass competes with native plant 
species, spreads aggressively, and is 
difficult to control. Spring is an excel-
lent time to identify cogongrass due to 
its white fluffy flowers and seed head. 
Herbicide application will be used 
during the growing season to control 
this nuisance plant. Cogongrass eradi-
cation results in a more diverse native 
plant community which is highly ben-
eficial to wildlife. For more informa-
tion regarding wildlife management 
areas in Mississippi, visit our website 
at www. mdwfp. com/wma or call us 
at (601) 432-2199. 

MISSOURI
Landowners invited to 
quail workshop near 

Chillicothe
 A free seminar to help landowners 

boost grassland bird populations, 
including bobwhite quail, will be 
offered from 7 to 11 a. m. on March 5 
at the Litton Community Room near 
Chillicothe. 

The Missouri Department of Con-
servation (MDC) will host the semi-
nar, which includes a free breakfast 
for attendees. Landowners will talk 
about successes they’ve had in boost-
ing upland bird populations with 
habitat management. Biologists will 
discuss challenges facing quail and 
other grassland birds. 

The seminar is limited to 100 at-
tendees. Registration must be made 
by March 2. For more information or 
to register, call 660-359-5685, ext. 114. 

The Litton Community Room is 
part of the Litton Ag Center, 10856 
Livingston County Road 235, which 
is three miles west of Chillicothe off 
Missouri 190. 


