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need of conservation,” Jennison said.” 
Had the final decision been “ not war-
ranted” the range-wide plan would 
have represented a groundbreaking 
new approach for the way these deci-
sions are made. We have a plan that 
would have conserved prairie chick-
ens and benefitted all stakeholders 
without the burdensome red tape and 
often times heavy-handed approach 
of the federal government.” 

The final RWP is the result of an 
unprecedented effort and collabo-
ration among state agencies, land-
owners and industry. The RWP is a 
comprehensive lesser prairie chicken 
conservation/management plan that 
provides a vehicle to bring industry, 
government and private landowners 
together to conserve the lesser prairie-
chicken and its habitat. To date, more 
than $20 million has been committed 
by oil, gas, wind and electric trans-
mission industries that will impact 
nearly 4 million acres, enhancing 
and developing critical lesser prairie-
chicken habitat. 

Information about the RWP is avail-
able on the WAFWA website, www. 
wafwa. org. 

THIRD RANGE-WIDE 
LESSER PRAIRIE-
CHICKEN AERIAL 

SURVEY BEING 
CONDUCTED

Survey monitors lesser prairie-
chicken population across five states

This month, wildlife experts are 
starting the third annual helicopter 
survey to assess lesser prairie-chicken 
populations across the bird, range, ac-
cording to the Western Association of 
Fish and Wildlife Agencies (WAFWA). 
The historic first-ever, large-scale 
helicopter survey of lesser prairie-
chicken breeding areas, or leks, across 
the species’ five-state range occurred 
March-May 2012. The survey area en-
compassed more than 300,000 square 
miles and detected several previ-
ously unknown leks, despite severe 
drought conditions. Survey teams also 
detected leks in Kansas beyond what 
was thought to be the northern extent 
of the bird, historic range. 

The 2013 range-wide survey re-

vealed population estimates of 17,616, 
down from the 34,440 birds estimated 
the first year in 2012. The population 
decrease was predicted by biologists 
because of the persistent drought that 
has plagued the region in recent years. 

Lesser prairie-chicken populations 
have historically fluctuated due to 
weather and habitat conditions. In 
fact, populations were so low during 
the droughts in the 1930s and 1950s, 
biologists feared the species was al-
most extinct. However, when the rains 
returned, the populations rebounded. 

Bird numbers have been largely 
increasing in Kansas for the last 15 
years, while populations have de-
clined in parts of the southern portion 
of the range. Some biologists believe 
this northward expansion may rep-
resent a shift in the population of the 
species caused by climatic conditions 
associated with changing precipita-
tion patterns. 

“ Besides rain, what will really help 
are the on-the-ground conservation 
efforts we’re putting in place with the 
Lesser Prairie-Chicken Range-wide 
Conservation Plan,” said Bill Van 
Pelt, WAFWA grassland coordinator. 
Van Pelt noted how the five-state plan 
provides ways for industry to be sup-
portive and landowners to enroll in 
voluntary conservation agreements. 

The range-wide plan includes 
management goals and voluntary 
conservation programs and practices 
to be applied throughout the lesser 
prairie-chicken, range. The final plan 
was endorsed last October by the U. 
S. Fish and Wildlife Service, which has 
been considering whether to list the 
species as threatened. An announce-
ment on the final listing decision is 
expected by March 31. 

Aerial surveys will continue 
through mid-May, extending from 
the southern plains of the Texas Pan-
handle and southeast New Mexico 
up to northern Kansas and Colorado. 
Surveys will be flown at 35-40 mph 
about 80 feet above ground. Pilots 
involved have extensive experience 
conducting aerial surveys and will 
make a special effort to avoid hazing 
livestock on pastures. 

Anyone can learn more about the 
range-wide plan and options for land-
owners and industry on the WAFWA 
website. 

PHEASANTS FOREVER 
CHAPTER TO HONOR 

WOUNDED WARRIORS 
WITH HUNT

12 Lucky warriors will get the op-
portunity to go on a two-day pheasant 
hunt free of charge 

The Wounded Warrior Project Orga-
nization, in conjunction with the Great 
Bend Pheasants Forever Chapter, 
welcome Kansan Wounded Warriors 
to apply for a two-day pheasant hunt 
to be held February 22-23, 2014 at 
Hidden Hollow Lodge, 3976 Avenue 
V in Albert. Lodging and meals will 
be provided both nights and there is 
no cost to attend. 

Warriors may arrive at the lodge 
after 6 p. m. on Friday, Feb. 21. Satur-
day morning will begin with breakfast 
and a clay target shoot, followed by 
a morning pheasant hunt. Hunters 
will then take a break for lunch before 
heading back out for an afternoon 
hunt, followed by dinner. 

Sunday morning hunters will enjoy 
breakfast followed by a European 
pheasant hunt, expected to conclude 
around noon. Warriors will be sent 
home with having made new friends, 
great memories, and cleaned and 
packaged birds. 

“ This is our chapter members’ and 
sponsors’ way of giving back to those 
who have sacrificed so much for our 
freedom,” said Pheasants Forever 
chapter member, Scot Moeder.” We 
are looking forward to this adventure 
and are in high hopes that it will be a 
huge success.” 

For more information on this event, 
or to apply, contact Moeder at smo-
eder15@gmail. com or by phone at 
(620) 786-0273. 

LOUISIANA
Commission Approves 
Revisions to Notices of 

Intent for Upcoming 
Hunting Seasons 

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisher-
ies Commission (LWFC) today ad-
opted amended notices of intent for 
the upcoming hunting seasons based 


