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said Josh Griffin, south region pri-
vate lands supervisor for DNR Fish 
& Wildlife.” The more pheasant and 
quail habitat we can create or restore 
in these areas, the greater the potential 
for these birds to disburse into other 
areas of good habitat and maintain 
sustainable populations.” 

To determine if your land is in a 
quail or pheasant priority area, see 
dnr. IN. gov/fishwild/2352. htm. For 
more information on quail or pheas-
ant priority areas, or for information 
on developing wildlife habitat on 
your property, contact your local dis-
trict wildlife biologist. A directory for 
district wildlife biologists is at dnr. IN. 
gov/fishwild/2716. htm. 

Contact Information:,Name: Josh 
Griffin,Phone: (812) 526-8475,Email: 
dnrnews@dnr. in. gov

IOWA
Burlington Man Injured 

While Goose Hunting 
A Burlington man was injured Sat-

urday morning while hunting snow 
geese in Lee County. 

Dustin Guernsey, 31, was carry-
ing equipment and his gun when he 
stumbled while walking across a field 
causing the shotgun to discharge into 
his left foot. 

Guernsey was transported to Great 
River Medical Center in Burlington 
by a friend where he was treated for 
a non-life threatening injury. 

 For more information contact Kevin 
Baskins, Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources, at 515-249-2814. 

Clarification on Farm 
Bill, Pheasant Habitat
The FSA expects to begin enrolling 

landowners in Pheasant Recovery 
SAFE later this spring. Until then, 
landowners interested in Pheasant 
Recovery SAFE should visit with 
their local DNR private lands staff 
for planning. They will be notified 
when FSA can actually take their ap-
plication. The earlier news release is 
edited below. 

With new Farm Bill, Additional 
Winter Pheasant Habitat Available

Iowa has 50,000 acres available 
under a new Conservation Reserve 
Program called Iowa Pheasant Re-

covery SAFE. This new CP38 practice 
requires top quality winter habitat 
and food for pheasants. 

That top quality winter habitat and 
food is in demand after last Friday, 
blizzard devastated pheasant habitat 
across central and north central Iowa. 

About half of Iowa received 3 to 
10 inches of wet heavy snow that 
collapsed most grassy cover. Falling 
temperatures then turned the wet 
snow into a white layer of ice. The 
cover that did not collapse was drifted 
full of snow from the high winds. 

“ This was a bad storm for upland 
game birds,” said Todd Bogenschutz, 
state upland game biologist for the 
Iowa Department of Natural Re-
sources.” It, very likely we saw some 
bird mortality with this blizzard, birds 
likely trapped under the frozen wet 
snow.” 

For much of northern Iowa most 
waste grains are now frozen below 
the snow and birds will be very visible 
searching for food which will increase 
their predation.” We need a 50 degree 
thaw to reduce the ice layer but the 
forecast calls for fridge temperatures 
for the next week,” said Bogenschutz. 

FSA expects to begin enrolling land-
owners in Pheasant Recovery SAFE 
later this spring on a first come, first 
served until the acres are gone, but 
an exact start date is not yet known. 
Until then, landowners interested in 
Pheasant Recovery SAFE should visit 
with their local DNR private lands 
staff for planning. They will be noti-
fied when FSA can actually take their 
application. 

For more information click on the 
Iowa Pheasant Recovery link on the 
DNR, website at www. iowadnr. gov/
habitat

For more information contact Todd 
Bogenschutz, DNR Upland Game 
Bird Biologist, 515-432-2823. 

 KANSAS
LESSER PRAIRIE-
CHICKEN ADDED 

TO FEDERAL LIST OF 
THREATENED SPECIES

Kansas Department of Wildlife, 
Parks and Tourism disappointed in 
decision

Kansas Department of Wildlife, 
Parks and Tourism (KDWPT) Sec-
retary Robin Jennison reacted with 
disappointment over the U. S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, decision Thurs-
day to list the lesser prairie-chicken as 
threatened. Dan Ash, director of the U. 
S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), 
announced the decision last Thursday, 
citing habitat fragmentation, popula-
tion declines, drought, and threats 
from development. 

“ This wasn’t the decision we hoped 
to hear,” Jennison said.” A lot of 
work went into a plan to show that 
state wildlife agencies could manage 
and conserve lesser prairie chickens 
without designating the species as 
threatened.” 

For the past 18 months, KDWPT 
participated in the Lesser Prairie-
Chicken Interstate Working Group, 
established by the Western Asso-
ciation of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
(WAFWA). Wildlife biologists from 
agencies in Kansas, Texas, Oklahoma, 
New Mexico and Texas, as well as 
other partners, worked tirelessly to 
develop a Range-wide Lesser Prairie 
Chicken Plan (RWP) to conserve the 
species. Keith Sexson, KDWPT assis-
tant secretary, was actively involved 
in the process and is pleased with the 
way state agencies worked together. 

“ The feeling among state wildlife 
agencies was that such a plan would 
benefit lesser prairie chickens through 
voluntary support from industry and 
private landowners, and perhaps 
dissuade the USFWS from listing 
the species,” said Sexson, KDWPT 
assistant secretary.” I’m proud of 
the effort and passion shown by our 
staff to help create this plan, and it 
demonstrates the ability for state fish 
and wildlife agencies to work together 
with industry and private landowners 
to deliver an approach that will result 
in positive conservation for the lesser 
prairie-chicken.” 

While the USFWS endorsed the 
final version of the conservation plan, 
it didn’t prevent the final listing of 
the species. 

“ I believe the development and 
initial success of the range-wide plan 
shows that our staff have the expertise 
necessary to manage lesser prairie 
chickens and their habitats. I think we 
missed an opportunity to break out of 
the status quo in managing species in 


