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public from future conflicts with the 
same animal, regardless of the circum-
stances.” That can be the unfortunate 
result when people are irresponsible 
around wildlife,” said Area Wildlife 
Manager Jim Haskins of Steamboat 
Springs.” We understand that people 
enjoy letting their dogs run loose, but 
we ask that they think twice about 
the possible consequences. It can be 
a terrible feeling to have caused the 
death of an animal that was instinc-
tively defending itself, or its young, 
from your dog.” In addition, Haskins 
warns that mountain lions, bears or 
a pack of coyotes can easily make 
a meal of a dog.” Predators do not 
differentiate between their natural 
prey and a dog,” said Haskins.” You 
don’t want to be in a situation where 
you watch your pet being eaten. The 
best way to keep this from occurring 
is to either keep the pet close to you 
on a short leash, or leave it at home 
if you are heading to an area where 
you might encounter wildlife.” Miller 
adds that in Steamboat Springs this 
year, officers have received numerous 
calls from the public reporting dogs 
that are harassing wildlife.” We want 
people to get outdoors and have fun 
with their dogs, just keep them away 
from wild animals,” said Miller.” We 
will be out actively enforcing our 
laws and doing what we need to do 
to protect our natural resource.” In 
addition to keeping dogs on a leash or 
at home, Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
has other suggestions for viewing 
and enjoying wildlife in a safe and 
ethical manner.” Watch wild animals 
from a distance with binoculars, a 
camera lens or a spotting scope,” said 
Watchable Wildlife Coordinator Trina 
Romero.” Remember, if the animal 
reacts to you or your dog, you are 
definitely too close.” To report any 
instance of dogs chasing wildlife, the 
public can call their local Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife office or Colorado 
State Patrol. In Colorado, the fine for 
knowingly or negligently allowing a 
dog to harass wildlife is $274, includ-
ing surcharges. 

ILLINOIS
WING SHOOTING 

CLINICS
Wingshooting Clinics: IDNR and 

cooperating co-sponsors will con-
duct 31 wingshooting clinics at sites 

throughout Illinois from March 
through early November this year. 
Most clinics are conducted on week-
ends. Wingshooting clinics are held 
on IDNR sites, cooperating gun 
clubs, hunting preserves, and farms. 
Youth/Women, wingshooting clinics 
are about learning to safely shoot a 
shotgun at a moving target with rea-
sonable reliability. Boys and girls typi-
cally in the 10-15 age group, and wom-
en, are eligible to participate. Hunter 
wingshooting clinics are hands-on, 
and include extensive live fire at a 
variety of clay target presentations 
on sporting clays courses specifically 
designed for teaching typical hunting 
situations. For this year, wingshooting 
clinic schedule and more informa-
tion, check the IDNR website at this 
link: http://dnr. state. il. us/lands/
landmgt/programs/wingshooting/
wingshootinghome. htm

INDIANA
Indiana, wild game 
cooking videos now 
feature field-to-table 

format 
“ CookIN Gone Wild” video series 

now teaches viewers not only how 
to prepare their wild game, but also 
how to harvest it. The video series 
launched last year on Indiana DNR, 
YouTube channel and initially fo-
cused only on cooking. Now it also 
includes everything viewers need to 
know to harvest the featured fish or 
game animal, a format called field-
to-table. The first episode in the new 
format highlights steelhead trout and 
coho salmon fishing on Trail Creek 
in Michigan City. Viewers will learn 
some steelhead and salmon biology, 
equipment requirements and fishing 
techniques, including some insider 
secrets. Each video ends with a recipe 
for the harvested game. The steelhead 
episode offers a healthy, open-faced 
steelhead salad sandwich.” We really 
wanted to offer viewers the entire 
experience,” said Michelle Cain, DNR 
wildlife information specialist and 
host of CookIN Gone Wild.” Show-
ing that anyone can try new outdoor 
adventures is important to the future 
of hunting and fishing. These videos 
give you everything you need to 
know to try it yourself.” ” CookIN 

Gone Wild” episodes are at youtube. 
com/idnrvideos. New episodes come 
out every other month. A download-
able cookbook and recipes are at wild-
life. IN. gov/7562. htm. A selected 
recipe also appears in each issue of 
Outdoor Indiana magazine. Next in 
the series is ice fishing at Trine State 
Recreation Area in Angola. Future 
episodes will feature dove hunting, 
squirrel hunting, wild edibles and 
urban fishing for catfish. 

Game bird habitat 
development funds 

available for landowners
Private landowners looking to 

improve wildlife habitat on their 
property may qualify for financial 
assistance through the DNR Division 
of Fish & Wildlife, particularly if they 
want to benefit bobwhite quail and 
ring-neck pheasants. 

Bobwhite quail and ring-neck 
pheasant are prized game birds. 
However, populations of both have 
suffered from permanent habitat loss 
or lack of maintenance on existing 
habitat. 

“ It used to be that farming practices 
created and maintained a lot of quail 
and pheasant habitat,” said Gary 
Langell, private lands program man-
ager for DNR Fish & Wildlife.” More 
ground was typically disturbed each 
year than what was planted and har-
vested. Many of those disturbed areas 
would remain idle for two or three years 
and provided ideal nesting and winter 
cover. It is this type of habitat that we 
are lacking, but it requires landowners 
to create and maintain it.” 

The DNR Fish & Wildlife, Private 
Lands Unit works with landown-
ers to restore such habitat. A district 
wildlife biologist will meet with the 
landowner, inspect the property and 
prepare a management plan. The 
biologist also will discuss financial 
assistance programs through DNR 
Fish & Wildlife to help offset the cost 
of habitat restoration or maintenance. 
Qualified landowners are reimbursed 
in the amount agreed to by the DNR 
Fish & Wildlife. Enhanced cost-share 
assistance is available to landowners in 
any of the Division, quail or pheasant 
priority areas. 

“ Each district wildlife biologist has 
a quail or pheasant priority area,” 


