
26
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

April/May 2014                                                           Now in our Twenty Third year                                                      www.Bdarn.com
Many of us had family, friends or rela-
tives who took us under their wing. 
What we’re looking to do is provide 
the same opportunity to novices who 
may not have that support system.”  
The Novice Hunter Program class 
starts off with Pheasant Hunting 101, 
a series of lessons in pheasant biol-
ogy, habitat, hunting strategies, laws 
and ethics and more. The classroom 
moves to the field in the afternoon, 
where students practice safe pheas-
ant hunting tactics and watch trained 
dogs work live pheasants planted 
in the grass. The final station is the 
trap range, where students learn the 
funda-mentals of shotgun shooting 
before they step to the line and start 
breaking clay targets under the eye of 
certified instructors and range safety 
officers.” Our Hunter Ed curriculum 
is great at teaching the basics of how 
to handle a firearm safely, “ said Area 
Wildlife Manager Mark Leslie, a lead 
instructor in the novice hunter pro-
gram.” This program adds a whole 
new dimension, from pheasant biol-
ogy to hunting strategies to the impor-
tance of working as a team during a 
successful hunt.” For students, their 
one-day Novice Hunter class is just 
the beginning of their program. Later 
on, they can sign up for additional 
shooting instruction and go on men-
tored dove hunts with instructors. 
During pheasant season, CPW leases 
special Walk-In Access properties 
just for students’ use to give them 
a place to practice their new skills 
in an unpressured setting. Finally, 
students can go on mentored pheas-
ant hunts with experienced CPW 
staff and volunteers from Pheasants 
Forever.” The Novice Hunter model 
is built around the idea of mentors 
helping students gain the confidence 
and experience they need to become 
pheasant hunters,” said Theo Stein, 
the Northeast Region Hunting and 
Angling Outreach Coordinator.” 
Pheasants Forever volunteers were 
instrumental in the success of the 
program, pilot year in 2013. We could 
not ask for a better partner.”  While 
ring-necked pheasants are not native, 
they’re wily, tough and well-adapted 
to eastern Colorado, wide-open agri-
cultural landscapes. Pheasant hunting 
also has a low cost of entry’ a novice 
hunter needs only a shotgun, a hunt-
ing license, some hunter orange and 
a good pair of boots to take to the 
field. Colorado leases about 250,000 

acres of pheasant habitat for easy 
hunter access annually. A day hunt-
ing pheasants is a great way to build 
friendships and memories that will 
carry across the years. The Novice 
Hunter Program will offer a total of 
six one-day classes in Wellington in 
April, August and September. Two 
additional classes will be offered in 
May at Jackson Lake State Park. Class 
space is limited to 240 students. To be 
eligible, students must have success-
fully completed a CPW Hunter Edu-
cation program between Jan. 1, 2011 
and Jan. 1, 2014. Young hunters must 
be at least 12 years old at the time of 
class and be accompanied by a parent 
or guardian if they are under the age 
of 18. While students are encouraged 
to bring a well-fitting . 12 or . 20-gauge 
shotgun, CPW will provide firearms 
for those who need a loaner. Instruc-
tors will inspect firearms before allow-
ing them on the range. Ammunition 
will also be provided. The cost of the 
course is free. However, students will 
need to have a valid 2014-2015 small 
game hunting license to participate in 
fall hunting opportunities. 

Keep dogs away from 
wildlife, warns CPW

Colorado Parks and Wildlife is 
issuing a warning to people whose 
dogs chase wildlife: Keep them under 
control and away from deer, elk and 
other wild animals, or face the pos-
sibility of steep fines and the loss of 
a beloved pet. Dogs that chase wild 
animals can cause them extreme stress 
and injuries from bites, say wildlife 
officials. They add that by late winter, 
many big game animals susceptible to 
dog harassment are pregnant females. 
As they run to escape, deer and elk 
expend crucial energy that can lead 
to an increase in the mortality rate 
of the animals or their unborn calves 
and fawns. Dogs that are allowed to 
interact with wildlife are also at a sig-
nificant risk of being injured or killed 
by a wild animal, or at risk of being 
put down by a peace officer enforcing 
state wildlife laws.” The last thing 
any officer wants to do is to destroy 
someone, dog,” said Ron Velarde, 
Northwest Regional Manager.” But 
pet owners should know that, because 
it is so harmful to wildlife, any law 
enforcement officer in Colorado is au-
thorized by state statute to use what-

ever force is necessary to stop any 
dog that is chasing, injuring or kill-
ing a wild animal.” Dogs that chase 
or harass wild animals are a serious 
concern any time of year; however, 
they can make wintertime much more 
difficult for many big game animals.” 
By this time of year, deer and elk are 
just trying to survive the deep snow 
and lack of forage,” said Libbie Miller, 
District Wildlife Manager in Steam-
boat Springs.” If dogs chase them, 
they quickly expend their already 
limited fat stores, leading to poor 
health and eventual death from star-
vation. That is what we are trying to 
prevent.” Wildlife managers say that 
although it may be legal to let dogs 
run free in some recreation areas, they 
strongly recommend keeping pets on 
a leash whenever encounters with 
animals are likely.” The stress and 
injuries caused by dogs are concerns, 
but so are conflicts,” said Velarde.” 
Each year, we investigate numerous 
incidents in which a person is injured 
by a wild animal. A common factor 
in many of these situations is that the 
victim, dog first approached and ha-
rassed the animal.” Velarde adds that 
because moose see dogs as a serious 
predatory threat, the large ungulates 
will aggressively try to stomp any 
dog that approaches it, often chasing 
it back to its owner who also becomes 
the target of the angry moose. In 
2013, wildlife officials in Colorado, 
Northwest Region investigated three 
incidents in which a moose injured 
a person. In two of the incidents, 
barking dogs running off-leash first 
approached the moose before it 
charged the dogs and their owners. 
In the other case, a cow moose with 
a days-old calf charged and seriously 
injured a woman that walked her 
leashed dog near the animals. In 2012, 
another woman was seriously injured 
by a moose in Winter Park after the 
woman walked her dog too close to 
the cow and her calf. Earlier this year, 
officials in Steamboat Springs inves-
tigated an incident where a moose 
charged a woman snowshoeing with 
her unleashed dogs. The woman 
escaped with minor injuries. Three 
of the moose in these encounters 
were put down by Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife out of an abundance of 
caution for human health and safety. 
Wildlife officials often make the dif-
ficult decision to destroy an animal 
that has injured a person to protect the 


