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State News

ALABAMA
Prescribed Fire Planned 

at Oak Mountain and 
Wind Creek State Parks
The Alabama State Parks Division, 

in cooperation with local fire depart-
ments and the Alabama Forestry 
Commission, will conduct prescribed 
burns at Oak Mountain State Park and 
Wind Creek State Park between Feb-
ruary 26 and March 13, 2014, weather 
permitting. The planned burns will 
range in size from four acres to 36 
acres. Every effort will be made to 
ensure safety and proper smoke man-
agement during this period. 

The upcoming prescribed burns 
will eliminate pine straw in the camp-
ground at Wind Creek, and eliminate 
sweet-gum and pine straw on the golf 
course rough and in the Archery Park 
at Oak Mountain. Prescribed burns 
also help to fuel the growth of wildlife 
food sources such as native grasses, 
wildflowers and forbs. 

Alabamians are encouraged to 
learn more about the importance of 
prescribed burning in relation to the 
stewardship of Alabama, state parks 
and other public lands. To learn more, 
click here. For more information about 
the upcoming prescribed burns at 
Wind Creek and Oak Mountain state 
parks, contact Alabama State Parks 
Natural Resources Chief Forrest Bai-
ley at 334-850-4331. 

The Alabama State Parks Division 
operates and maintains 22 state parks 
encompassing approximately 48,000 
acres of land and water. These Parks 
rely on visitor fees and the support of 
other Partners like local communities 
to fund the majority of their opera-
tions. To learn more about Alabama 
State Parks, visit www. alapark. com. 

CALIFORNIA
Youth Waterfowl Day 

Hunt Successful at Gray 
Lodge Wildlife Area 

Wildlife Areas and National Wild-
life Refuges are vital to the conserva-
tion of waterfowl and native marsh 
dwellers. 

Junior hunters and their mentors 
lined up like flocks of ducks at 5 a. 
m. at the Gray Lodge Wildlife Area 
check station waiting to sign in and go 
hunting on Youth Waterfowl Hunting 
Days Feb. 1 and 2. Only hunters 15 
years of age and under accompanied 
by a non-hunting, mentoring adult 
can hunt waterfowl on these dates. 

By 6:30 a. m. they were scattered 
across the marshlands of Gray Lodge 
Wildlife Area ready to hunt. They 
averaged a little over four ducks each 
by day, end. 

Cory Macintyre took his 10-year-old 
son, Alex, and 12-year-old daughter, 
Kate, to Gray Lodge. The Macintyres 
recently took up hunting and are 
learning the skills of duck hunting 
on public lands. Alex shot a Gadwall 
duck banded in northeast Oregon in 
2007. While Gadwall ducks are very 
common at Gray Lodge, harvesting a 
banded one is rare. 

“ This is our first full season of duck 
hunting and it is a blast but there is 
a lot to learn,” Cory Macintyre said.” 
I just hope there is water here next 
year so I can bring the kids. They are 
excited and we have a lot invested 
in shotguns, waders, camo clothes, 
decoys and shells.” 

A successful hunt depends on habi-
tat and in the case of wetlands that 
means water. Water was significantly 
limited this year and all irrigation 
deliveries to Gray Lodge ended in 
late December. As drought conditions 
took hold and no rain fell for longer 
than 50 days, wildlife managers had 
to make tough decisions on when 
and where to put water to maintain 
wetlands for wildlife. 

Gray Lodge Wildlife Area, 9,182 
acres provide feeding and roosting 
habitat for hundreds of thousands 
of ducks and geese throughout the 
migratory season, and nesting habitat 
for resident ducks during the spring 
and summer. With 95 percent of 
California, historic wetland and ripar-
ian areas lost, Gray Lodge is vital to 
waterfowl and provides habitat to a 
vast array of native California species, 
both plant and animal. 

“ It was a real challenge this year to 
utilize our limited water resources,” 
said Andy Atkinson, CDFW Senior 
Environmental Scientist.” Our efforts 
resulted in providing critical habitat 
for more than one million ducks and 
geese that stayed on and in the vicin-
ity of the area for the vast majority of 
the season and resulted in excellent 
hunting and waterfowl viewing op-
portunities.” 

Safety standards are of paramount 
consideration when establishing the 
number of young hunters accompa-
nied by their mentors that can hunt on 
a wildlife area. Wildlife managers try 
to give mentored hunters more room 
to hunt by increasing the ratio of hunt-
able acres per hunter. This spreads the 
mentored hunters out more, reduces 
competition and increases the likeli-
hood of success. 

Youth Waterfowl Hunting Days 
provide a unique opportunity for 
mentored hunts for young hunters. 
Statewide an estimated 20,000 out of 
68,000 California waterfowl hunters 
purchased passes to state-operated 
hunting programs on wildlife areas 
and federal refuges in 2012. 

COLORADO
Learn to hunt pheasants 

with CPW 
Pheasant season is one of the high 

points on Colorado, sporting calen-
dar. But for new hunters, figuring out 
how to successfully harvest Colorado 
roosters can be frustrating. That, the 
idea behind Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife, Novice Hunter Program, a 
mentored hunting curriculum that 
takes new hunters from the classroom 
to the fields of eastern Colorado to 
hunt wild roosters.” Learning to hunt 
pheasants can be a long process with-
out a mentor to help you,” said CPW 
small game biologist Ed Gorman.” 


