
21
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

April/May  2014                                   We average over a half-million hits a month on the net.                                www.Bdarn.com

News From The AKC

American Kennel Club 
Reveals The Most 

Important Questions To 
Ask When Getting A 
Dog From A Shelter

Spring has arrived, and the warmer 
months often prove an ideal time for 
families to add a pet to their homes. 
The season can also generate an in-
flux of dogs to shelters as a result of 
owners who brought home holiday 
puppies before fully considering 
the responsibility. Potential owners 
should always do their research in 
advance to see what breed best fits 
their lifestyle, and when acquiring 
a dog from a shelter, there are very 
important questions to ask.

“ Adding a dog to your home is 
a major life decision,”  said AKC 
Spokesperson Lisa Peterson. “ It’s 
important to be armed with a checklist 
of questions so you can be educated 
on whether a particular dog will be 
the right pet for you, for the life of 
the dog.” 

The American Kennel Club (AKC) 
reveals the responsible and necessary 
questions to ask a shelter before bring-
ing a new dog into your home.

•  Why is this dog in a shelter? 
Was he surrendered by the previous 
owner, is it a stray, or a rescue? Why 
did the owner surrender him? If he 
was a stray, where was he found and 
in what condition? Is the dog from the 
local area? Is the dog here because of 
an animal cruelty charge against its 
previous owner?

•  What was the health condition 
of the dog when he was brought to 
the shelter?

•  Has this dog been adopted out 
before? How long has the dog been 
in the shelter?

•  What veterinary care has the dog 
received since arriving at the shelter 
and can you provide copies of the 
records?

•  Is the dog housebroken?
•  Does the dog get along well with 

kids or other pets and how does he act 
around strangers?

•  Does the dog have suitable good 
manners that I could take away his 
food bowl while eating or remove 
his toy while playing? What training 
and socialization has the dog received 
since entering the shelter?

•  Can he walk calmly on a leash in 
public or does he need more training? 

•  Does this dog require any spe-
cial medical care, ongoing treatment, 
dietary restrictions, or additional 
socialization?

•  Will the shelter take this dog back 
if it doesn’t work out with my family?

No matter where you decide to 
get your new pup, potential owners 
should always ask questions and do 
their research. If you’re looking to add 
an adult purebred dog to your home, 
visit the AKC Rescue Network to find 
a breed rescue group in your area.

Highlights From The 
March 2014 AKC 

Delegates And Board 
Meetings

Highlights from the March 11, 2014 
Delegates Meeting and the March 11-
12, 2014 meeting of the AKC Board of 
Directors are as follows. Full details 
on these actions, as well as other ac-
tions taken, are included in the min-
utes for the meetings, which will be 
posted on the AKC website.

•  The following Delegates were 
elected to the AKC Board of Directors 
as the Class of 2018:

•  James R. Dok
•  Dr. J. Charles Garvin
•  Ronald H. Menaker
•  The AKC Board elected Alan 

Kalter as Chairman, and Dr. J. Charles 
Garvin as Vice Chair. The following 
Executive Officers were elected: 

•  Dennis B. Sprung, President/
CEO

•  James P. Crowley, Executive 
Secretary

•  Peter W. Farnsworth, Chief Fi-
nancial Officer

•  The former Chief Operating Of-
ficer resigned and his direct subordi-
nates will report to the President on 
an interim basis.

•  The age eligibility requirement 
for the AKC Coursing Ability Test 
was raised to twelve months of age, 
effective immediately.

•  The Board adopted Position 
Statements on the support and train-
ing of service/assistance dogs as well 
as the misuse of such dogs. The full 
text is in the minutes of the March 
2014 Board minutes.

•  The Board appointed a Real Es-
tate Committee to be chaired by Board 
member Ronald H. Menaker, who is 
to select the committee members. The 
committee is to explore all options for 
an AKC office or offices after 2018-
2019, when the leases in both New 
York and North Carolina facilities will 
be expiring.

Chairman’s Report  
March 2014

 Coming originally from the Bronx 
and being an ardent baseball fan, I 
always admired New York Yankees 
Hall of Fame catcher Yogi Berra. He 
is not only famous for being a gifted 
player, but also for his gifted ability 
for a memorable turn of phrase, like “ 
when you come to a fork in the road, 
take it”  and “ always go to other 
people’s funerals, otherwise they 
won’t come to yours.” 

While Yogi employed malaprop-
isms to make his point memorable, his 
intent was always abundantly clear. 
One Yogism stands out as being es-
pecially appropriate to the American 
Kennel Club at this time “the future 
ain’t what it used to be.” 

I believe our future is very different 
today than it was just a short time ago. 
On every front there are clear oppor-
tunities out there that can make the 
AKC stronger. Through our commit-
ment to relentless positive action we 
are seizing those opportunities and 
creating significant positive progress. 

All progress has a starting point and 
today I will share some of those start-


