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removal – with or without 
NRCS’s financial assistance. 

• As long as farmers and 
ranchers maintain those prac-
tices according to NRCS stan-
dards, they can receive assur-
ances and continue ranching 
with those practices in place 
should the lesser prairie-chick-
en be listed as threatened or 
endangered. It also provides 
for assurances should a chicken 
be accidentally killed on their 
property. 

“The partnership between 
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Ser-
vice, Pheasants Forever, state 
fish and wildlife agencies and 
others is providing crucial tools 
and resources for voluntary 
conservation on lands that 
can benefit the lesser prairie-
chicken,” Bonnie said. “It’s 
partnerships like these that 
can find solutions for some of 
our country’s most challenging 
conservation issues.” 

For more information on 
the Lesser Prairie-Chicken 
Initiative and how a farmer or 
rancher can work with NRCS 
to conserve habitat for the spe-
cies, visit 

Wisconsin Pheasants 
Forever Honors 

Individual and Chapter 
Efforts

Southwest Wisconsin 
Pheasants Forever earned 
“Chapter of the Year” 
award

Southwest Wisconsin Pheas-
ants Forever chapter accepting 

the “Chapter of the Year” award 
recently recognized chapters 
and individuals from across 
the state for their wildlife habi-
tat conservation efforts. These 
awards were given at Wiscon-
sin Pheasants Forever’s State 
Habitat Meeting, which was 
held in conjunction with Na-
tional Pheasant Fest and Quail 
Classic 2014 in February. 

“All of our Pheasants For-
ever chapters in Wisconsin ac-
complish much for habitat and 
youth outdoor programs, and 
I am proud to recognize those 
that stood out for their 2013 ac-
complishments,” stated Doug 
Fendry, Wisconsin’s regional 
representative for Pheasants 
Forever. 

Chapter of the Year: South-
west Wisconsin Pheasants 
Forever 

In 2013, the Southwest 
Wisconsin Pheasants Forever 
chapter completed 105 habitat 
projects (food plots, nesting 
cover and habitat maintenance) 
positively affecting over 1,655 
acres for Wisconsin’s wildlife. 
Additionally, the chapter was 
among the top three chapters 
for holding youth events. They 
contributed to other Wisconsin 
chapter initiatives including 
donating towards a large land 
acquisition project in Rock 
County, Pheasants Forever’s 
Farm Bill Wildlife Biologist 
program, the Legislative Action 
Fund, and hosting a Wounded 
Warrior pheasant hunt. 

Other chapter awards in-
clude: 

• Habitat Chapter of the 
Year: Rock River Valley PF – 
The chapter completed 43 di-
verse habitat projects on more 
than 1,048 acres. 

• Youth Chapter of the Year: 
Outagamie Area PF – The chap-
ter held 15 youth events, host-
ing 1,351 kids during the course 
of the year. At these events, 
youth had the opportunity 
to be involved in clay pigeon 
shooting, fishing and a youth 
pheasant hunt. 

• Special  Recognit ion 
Award: Racine County PF – 
The Racine County chapter 
received this award as recogni-
tion for being the top donator 
to the Legislative Action Fund 
in the nation, contributing over 
$300,000 to the fund. This fund 
produces local wildlife habitat 
through national and state con-
servation leadership. 

• Conservation Partner of 
the Year: Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
(DNR). This award was given 
in recognition of the Wisconsin 
DNR’s many partnering proj-
ects with Pheasants Forever, 
including land acquisitions, 
the Farm Bill Wildlife Biologist 
program supporting private 
land wildlife habitat projects, 
and youth hunter recruitment 
and retention programs. 

Wisconsin is home to 31 
Pheasants Forever chapters and 
over 9,100 members. 


