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News from the Non-profits

DUCKS 
UNLIMITED

President’s budget 
includes funding 
for conservation

President Obama released his 
Fiscal Year 2015 budget today and 
DU appreciates that it includes 
funding for waterfowl and wild-
life conservation programs, in-
cluding the North American Wet-
lands Conservation Act (NAWCA).  
The budget proposes funding the 
Department of the Interior at $11.9 
billion. NAWCA funding is included 
at $34.14 million, which is the en-
acted funding for Fiscal Year 2014. 
The president also requested fund-
ing for other important conservation 
programs, such as the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund and state 
wildlife grants, which deliver on-the-
ground conservation of significant 
waterfowl and other wildlife habitats. 
“The NAWCA program just turned 
25 and wetlands conservation is 
more important than ever because of 
prolonged drought in many parts of 
the country,” said DU CEO Dale Hall. 
“NAWCA has operated as a sound ex-
ample of a public-private partnership 
since its enactment. It’s essential that 
NAWCA receives adequate funding 
in fiscal year 2015 to continue conserv-
ing the wetlands that help recharge 
aquifers, improve water quality and 
provide habitat for waterfowl and 
other wildlife. We appreciate the pres-
ident’s request but will work closely 
with Congress to try to increase the 
ultimately enacted level to meet the 
overwhelming needs of the program.”  
Outdoor recreation, including hunt-
ing and angling, is responsible for 
$646 billion in consumer spend-
ing each year. The industry also 
supports more than 6.1 million 
non-exportable jobs in the nation. 
Every federal dollar provided by 

NAWCA must be matched by at least 
one dollar from non-federal sources. 
The program is so effective that 
NAWCA funds are usually tripled or 
quadrupled on the local level. Over 
the lifespan of the program, NAWCA 
has turned more than $1 billion in 
federal funds into nearly $3.5 billion 
in additional non-federal economic 
activity. These projects create nearly 
7,500 new jobs annually and gener-
ate more than $200 million in worker 
earnings each year.

Ducks Unlimited 
announces Wetlands for 

Kids Day
Did you know wetlands sup-

port more than 900 species of 
wildlife, many of them threat-
ened or endangered, in addition 
to providing us with clean water 
and flood protection? Join Ducks 
Unlimited for the upcoming 15th 
annual Wetlands for Kids Day 
and you and your children can 
learn even more about wetlands 
through engaging hands-on activi-
ties and demonstrations.

The 2014 Annual Wetlands 
for Kids Day, hosted by the Mis-
souri Department of Conserva-
tion (MDC) and Ducks Unlimited 
and supported by grants from the 
Enterprise Foundation, U.S. Bank, 
and the Mississippi Valley Duck 
Hunters Association, will be held 
on Saturday, April 5, from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at the August A. Busch 
Memorial Conservation Area in St. 
Charles, Mo.

“For 15 years we’ve had the 
pleasure of seeing kids getting 
excited about being outdoors,” 
said Bill Cox, Ducks Unlimited 
state chairman for Missouri and 

Wetlands for Kids Day volunteer. 
“This event really has something 
for everyone. A diverse group of 
organizations joins together to 
provide a unique experience for 
kids of all ages.”

More than 20 demonstration 
and activity stations introduce 
children to various aspects of the 
natural world. Trained experts 
will staff each learning station to 
instruct participants and answer 
questions. Attendees will have the 
opportunity to work with retriev-
ers; see live birds of prey; create 
wetland-themed art; explore a 
beaver lodge; learn to identify 
waterfowl and other birds; tie fish-
ing flies; see and touch snakes, 
frogs and turtles; and much more. 
Refreshments will be available for 
purchase.

All children who register will 
receive a free Ducks Unlimited 
Greenwing membership. Par-
ticipants will also take home a gift 
bag containing prizes, additional 
wetland and wildlife learning 
materials, a free subscription to 
the MDC’s Xplor—Adventures 
in Nature magazine and a tree to 
plant at home. 

Ducks Unlimited and MDC 
encourage children and their 
families from all parts of the St. 
Louis region to attend. Scout 
troops, school groups and church 
groups are welcome. All children, 
regardless of their age or outdoor 
experience level, can learn some-
thing new at this event. For more 
information, contact the Missouri 
Department of Conservation at 
the August A. Busch Conservation 
Area, (636) 441-4554.


