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Blind Retriever Training

Mastering the Blind Retrieve 
Part:3

By David Krassler

Well, so far we have 
been focusing our 
spaniel on the 

two pieces of the puzzle that 
is required to construct a blind 
retrieve. “Lining and Casting”, 
this month we will start to put 
the two pieces of the puzzle 
together. Hopefully you have 
developed good attitude on the 
lining and casting drills. Your 
spaniel now is kicking up some 
dirt when they are sent on the 
“BACK” command.

Before I begin this month’s 
lesson, let’s do a quick review of 
what our spaniels have learned. 
They now can perform the three-
hand casting drills “COLD”, 
with a 95 percent success rate. 
We expect the same in the lining 
drills during the” pattern blinds”. 
Additional they are also capable 
of running a selected line “cold” 
with the same success rate. It will 
be nearly impossible to get a con-
sistent 100 percent success rate 
on all drills every day. There are 
too many environmental issues in 
these exercises.

So now it is time to put things 
together and move forward to the 
next level of training. Let’s get right 
to the fun part of schooling the 
blind retrieve! We are going to use 

the same area that we previously 
used for teaching the eight legged 
pattern blinds. We want to have 
the pattern blind set up exactly as 
it was when you were introducing 
the spaniel to lining. Set out your 

count to three, and cast them with 
hand signal and a verbal “BACK” 
command.

We want our spaniel to un-
derstand from the onsite that 
they occasionally will be stopped 
while taking an initial line. My 
recommendation is to stop the 
spaniel on one out of every four 
casts. Most will stop and take the 
‘BACK” command without losing 
stride. However, there are some 
that will just sit there and refuse to 
cast back to the pile. In this case, 
simply move up as close as you 
need to your spaniel. Give another 
BACK cast. Often this reinforce-
ment through proximity will be 
enough to encourage your student 
to go BACK! For others you may 

need to throw a dummy to the pile 
to convince them to continue on 
their line for a retrieve.

Now a word of caution be 
careful that you do not stop your 
spaniel too often while running 
pattern blinds. This WILL cause 
the spaniel to begin popping. 
What do you say is POPPING?? 
This is when a spaniel will start 
to automatically stop while in 
route to a dummy pile turn to the 
trainer and look for direction for 
which way to go. Dogs that pop 
will do this without any whistle 
command and will lose their 
intensity as the run to the pile of 
dummies! This is a highly undesir-

dummies ahead of time, because 
we are going to start this new drill 
COLD.

Choose a line to run with the 
proper wind direction that will as-
sist your spaniel in being success-
ful. Additional I would also choose 
the longer line of 100 yards to the 
dummy pile. Line up your spaniel 
and send them for a retrieve at 
the dummy pile. Line them again 
and send them back to the same 
pile. When the spaniel is approxi-
mately half way to the pile, stop 
them with your retriever whistle. 
Naturally they should immedi-
ately turn and “HUP” facing you. 
Set yourself in the Prayer position, 


