
13
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

April/May  2014                                   We average over a half-million hits a month on the net.                                www.Bdarn.com

Mallards

Fax: 877-822-2927
443 Jimmy Carriker Rd, Ellerbe, NC 28339

the dog from forming an asso-
ciation that may be difficult to 
degrade or extinguish.

It is difficult to degrade a 
behavior if the dog receives 
variable reinforcement. Think 
of the gambling addict who 
goes to the table, yet loses and 
loses. Why does he continue to 
go back? Because once he won. 
If the dog begged at the dinner 
table and was rewarded for his 
efforts by a tasty piece of steak, 
he would likely beg the next 
time. So the owner corrects him. 
for the unwanted behavior. 
Eventually with enough correc-
tions the undesirable behavior 
degrades, However, if down 
the road the dog is once more 
rewarded for begging with a 
morsel of food, the behavior 
will come roaring back with 
a vengeance. I The dogs per-
ceives that even though he was 
corrected the last time perhaps 
his efforts will be rewarded the 
next time. Variable reinforce-
ment will ensure that the dog 
will have to be corrected more 
often. Any training program 
-- even if given inadvertently 
-- that demands more correc-
tion is not a good one. Style and 
confidence will never be the 
outcome of a program based on 
more correction.

Another rule is “Do not say 
the command twice.” The ob-
jective is not to get the dog to 
eventually respond. The goal is 
to teach the dog to comply with 
style the first time he receives 
the cue or command. Once a 
second command is given the 
dog cannot learn to respond on 
the first command. The second 

command whitewashes the first 
command and will make learn-
ing for the dog more difficult.

Our initial yard train ing 
begins with clicker training. 
The clicker notifies the dog of 
the behavior he is offering at 
that exact moment that will 
result in a reward- The dog is 
not left in limbo as to what spe-
cific behavior he exhibited that 
resulted in a positive for him. 
In yard training, we first get 
the behavior, and then identify 
the behavior by clicking as the 
behavior is occurring, and then 
rewarding.

Once the dog is reliably of-
fering the behavior in order to 
receive a reward, we introduce 
the command. Clicker train-
ing will develop an enthusi-
astic dog that learns quickly 
and looks forward to going to 
school. If a dog is apprehensive 
when he enters the classroom, 
new learning is handicapped. 
We do not subscribe to a free 
lunch program. We require 
the dog to offer us a behavior 
before giving a reward, Do 
something for us, and we will 

do something for you.

Giving rewards without 
asking for an effort does not 
motivate a dog to try to suc-
ceed. I also believe the unde-
sirable behavior that the dog is 
exhibiting must be identified 
to the dog before a correction. 
If the dog was in the garbage, 
I would say, “No,” before cor-
recting. By identifying the be-
havior as it

is occurring, the trainer 
guarantees that the dog makes 
the proper association of cause 
and effect.

A professional trainer and 
handier of pointing and flush-
ing dogs, George Hickox con-
ducts four-day and one-day 
training schools for owners and 
their dogs. www.georgehickox.
com.


