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PuppyTraining

How can anyone not 
fall in love with a 
new puppy? No 

matter how many puppies 
you’ve had, the excitement and 
anticipation of getting your 
hands on a new opt I never 
diminishes.

As we ail have come to un-
derstand, it all starts with ge-
netics. A puppy from a family 
tree that has produced a mul-
titude of champions is the first 
place to begin A pup whose 
dam and sire and granddam 
and grandsire on both sides of 
a blue-ribbon pedigree have 
demonstrated they can be 
trained to a high stand has a 
much better chance than a pup 
from a poor gene pool.

However, genetics alone 
will not produce a dog that will 
excel in the woods and water, 
handle to voice and whistle, 
exhibit breathtaking style, and 
display stellar manners, The 
proven formula is a trilogy of 
great genetics, proper training 
and top-tier nutrition. Without 
incorporating a sound training 
program and superior nutri-
tion during the life of the dog, 
it is impossible for the young 
pupil to maximize his genetic 
ability.

Establishing a Few Rules
The pup is a sponge and 

in the early stages of learning 
what life is about, it is impera-
tive that bad habits are not 
reinforced. The age-old adage 
that preventive surgery is bet-
ter than surgery. after the fact 
certainly is applicable to the 
young pup. Anyone who has 
remodeled a house will tell 
you it is much easier and less 
expensive to build the house 
from the start with a good set 
of blueprints young pup is 
learning what works for him. 
It is up to the owner/trainer 
to be a mentor and guide the 
protege’ to become the dog he 
can be. The right start to shap-
ing the canine pupil’s behavior 
and personality begins with a 
few rules.

At the top of our fist of not 
to be broken rules is “Do not 
correct or reward the dog if the 
canine student does not know 
why.” Additionally, we do not 
want to be guilty of variable 
reinforcement when we cor-
rect the dog for a behavior we 
do not want him to continue to 
exhibit. Included in our foun-
dational premises of training 
we never want to give the com-
mand or cue more than once, 
and we do not want to offer a 
free lunch program. ‘,Ale iden-

tify the dog’s behavior while 
the behavior is occurring before 
rewarding or correcting. This is, 
in our opinion, the correct pre-
scription for minimizing train-
ing problems down the road 
and for developing a confident 
and happy puppy.

Dogs learn by association. It 
is imperative that the dog makes 
the association the trainer is at-
tempting to cement. If the dog 
dog does not comprehend why 
he was corrected or rewarded, 
the trainer has opened the dog 
up to form an association that 
makes future schooling more 
difficult.

It is impossible to say to 
the dog, “Forget it. 1 did not 
mean that.” If the dog forms an 
association of cause and effect 
strengthened by a very positive 
or very negative effect then it 
may only take one repetition 
before cause and effect is es-
tablished.

The dog does not have a 
crystal ball, and it is impos-
sible for him to know what the 
trainer is thinking. Repetitions 
of a reinforcer perceived by 
the dog as a positive following 
a specific behavior strengthen 
the specific behavior. Lack of 
repetitions and positive rein-
forcers weakens a behavior. If 
the dog does not know what 
behavior (the cause) resulted in 
a paycheck (the effect). then he 
is not motivated to repeat the 
desired behavior or response. 
The owner/handler must en-
sure the dog knows why the ef-
fect occurred, whether positive 
or negative, in order to prevent 
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