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court in Canyon County in the 
weeks ahead.

Citations included illegal take 
of a migratory bird, aid in the 
commission of a misdemeanor and 
hunting without a license. Warn-
ings also were issued for illegal 
take of a migratory bird with an 
unlawful firearm, and three counts 
of using a motorized vehicle as an 
aid in hunting.

During the course of the in-
vestigation, officers also cited one 
of the suspects with possession of 
a nongame protected bird in con-
nection with a poached great blue 
heron. A shotgun and a .22-caliber 
rifle were seized as evidence in 
the case.

“Citizen information played a 
key role in bringing this case to a 
successful conclusion,” said Evin 
Oneale, Fish and Game regional 
conservation educator. “It was all 
good, from the general description 
of the vehicle to other tips that 
came in during the days following 
the poaching incident. We’re very 
grateful to our citizenry for their 
assistance with this case.”

At more than 20 pounds and 
with a wingspan of 8 feet, the 
trumpeter swan is the largest wa-
terfowl in North America and the 
largest swan in the world. There 
is no hunting season on trumpeter 
swans in Idaho. 

INDIANA
How to DeAl wItH 
NuIsANce cANADA 

geese
If Canada geese have become 

a problem on your property, in-
formation is available through the 
Indiana Department of Natural 
Resources website. 

Most goose problems occur 
from March through June, during 

the nesting season, when geese are 
especially aggressive, sometimes 
attacking and nipping at people.

Geese also can cause a great 
deal of localized damage if many 
young are hatched in one area. 
After hatching, goslings are inca-
pable of flight for about 70 days, so 
the young birds and their parents 
will graze near the hatching area 
for that time. Damage to landscap-
ing can be significant and expen-
sive to repair or replace, while 
large amounts of excrement can 
render areas unfit for human use.

Information on actions prop-
erty owners can take to manage 
Canada geese is available at dnr.
IN.gov/dnr/fishwild/2996.htm. 

Solutions range from habitat 
modification, to daily goose ha-
rassment through noisemaking 
devices, to supporting goose hunt-
ing or obtaining a DNR trapping 
permit. The U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service also allows landowners 
who are properly registered to 
destroy resident Canada goose 
eggs and nests on their property. 

More information on register-
ing for federal permission to de-
stroy eggs and nests is at https://
epermits.fws.gov/ercgr/gesi.
aspx. It’s against federal law for 
anyone to destroy a Canada goose 
nest that contains one or more eggs 
without first securing permission 
through the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service. 

It’s best to use preventive mea-
sures such as habitat modification 
before geese become a nuisance. 

Contact Information: Shan-
non Winks Phone: (812) 358-2253 
Email: dnrnews@dnr.in.gov

IowA
sHrubs AND 

coNIfers offer 

wINter ProtectIoN 
to PHeAsANt AND 

QuAIl
The seemingly endless bar-

rage of winter storms impacting 
Iowa this season are leaving many 
wildlife experts and enthusiasts 
concerned that it could be a bad 
year for pheasants and quail.  
Heavy snowfall collapsed much 
of the grassy cover that upland 
game birds rely on for shelter in 
the winter, while cover that hasn’t 
collapsed has been rendered inac-
cessible by drifting snow.  

The pattern is nothing new 
– despite a relatively dry winter 
last season that led to an increase 
in bird numbers, the four winters 
prior to last year saw heavier-than-
average snowfall, which wreaked 
havoc on populations.

“Iowa had only 17 inches 
of snow last winter,” said Todd 
Bogenschutz, state upland game 
biologist for the Iowa Department 
of Natural Resources. “Parts of 
the state were close to that total 
with the first storm in December. 
It’s very likely we will have some 
bird mortality with these heavy 
snows.”

One solution to preventing 
winter mortality is to plant more 
conifers and woody shrubs.

Unlike grasses, shrubs, such 
as gray dogwood, wild plum and 
ninebark, can grow to 10 feet or 
more, withstand heavy snow and 
high winds and offer refuge in 
even the heaviest of snowpack.  

Conifers, like white spruce, 
also provide excellent cover 
so long as they don’t grow tall 
enough to allow nesting for hawks 
and other predators.

“Shrubs provide cover in the 
winter and supply food for game 
birds and other wildlife in the 
warm months,” said Aron Flick-
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inger, state forest nursery man-
ager for the Iowa DNR. “We can’t 
control the weather, but we can 
increase the habitat that wildlife 
depend upon for survival by 
planting native trees and shrubs.” 

New HuNtINg AtlAs 
AvAIlAble oNlINe

Hunters have a new tool that 
may improve their in the field ex-
perience even before opening day. 

The Iowa hunting atlas is an 
interactive map that shows 600,000 
acres of public hunting land that 
is owned by the state, county or 
federal governments. The atlas is 
available online at www.iowadnr.
gov/hunting. 

A click on an area will show 
basic information like zone and 
open season, and links to maps, 
if available.

The atlas view from above 
allows hunters to zoom in on an 
area, see how to get there, the lay 
of the land and where one parcel 
of public hunting land is in rela-
tion to others. Information will be 
updated as public hunting lands 
are acquired. 

Monica Thelen, who spear-
headed the project for the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources 
said the atlas is currently usable 
on computers and tablets and they 
are working toward a version of 
the map for mobile phones. 

“This is current information at 
their fingertips, available 24 hours 
a day that hunters can access to 
plan their hunts,” Thelen said. 
“The best way to use the atlas is 
to spend time getting familiar with 
it. Spring turkey hunting begins in 
April so there is an opportunity 
here for hunters to find a new 
place to hunt public land using 
the atlas.”

sAfe HuNtINg YeAr
With just a few exceptions, 

Iowa hunters are ‘getting it right’ 
when it comes to staying safe in 
the great outdoors. Iowa’s 2012 
hunter safety incident report 
shows no firearm related deaths, 
just 13 injuries and six cases with 
property damage. Overall, that 
continues a trend seen for more 
than a decade now.

Still, hunter safety advocates 
know a truly safe hunting year 
should register zeros across the 
board. 

“A lot of the incidents still 
involve target fixation. Basically 
the shooter gets focused on the 
game and tends to forget about 
surroundings…and what lies 
beyond the target,” emphasizes 
Megan Wisecup, safety education 
coordinator for the Department of 
Natural Resources; noting that the 
opening weekend of Iowa’s two 
shotgun deer seasons continue as 
busy weekends for investigators.

Several injuries sustained 
were self inflicted. “Most could 
be avoided by going back to basic 
firearms safety rules; making sure 
your muzzle is pointing in a safe 
direction. Keeping your finger out 
of the trigger guard until you’re 
ready to shoot,” lists Wisecup. 

Figures from the last couple 
decades however, pale in compari-
son to the 1950s, 60s and 70s. 

From the mid ‘60s to the mid 
‘70s, hunting fatalities averaged 13 
per year! In the last 10 years, the 
total has been just six. Injury rates 
were just as pronounced; scores of 
them in a typical year in the 60s…
dropping a bit in the 70s. They are 
in the teens now.

On one hand, there were more 
hunters back then. On the other, 
anyone born after 1972 is now 

required to complete a hunter 
education class before buying a 
hunting license.  

“That’s the common denomi-
nator. Since 1983, when it became 
mandatory; we have seen a sig-
nificant decrease in hunting inci-
dents,” agrees Wisecup.

A new round of hunter ed 
classes is underway now in com-
munities across Iowa ahead of 
spring turkey season. More pop up 
ahead of the late fall openers for 
deer and pheasant season. There 
were 355 offered in 2012. Those 
classes are taught by more than 
1,200 volunteer instructors, all giv-
ing up weekends or weeknights to 
cover the 10 hours of instruction. 
And more are needed.

Case in point? 
A 40-seat early April class in 

Johnson County filled up in just 
days…even when 10 more spots 
were added. 

“There’s still a big demand. We 
have enough volunteers for the 
four classes we do each year,” as-
sesses instructor Doug Thompson 
of Solon.  “The big problem is that 
our team runs out of weekends 
where we can all be there. We 
sometimes set classes four months 
out, to make sure.”

That annual report carries a 
grim reminder about the grow-
ing popularity in bowhunting. 
Tree stand falls resulted in two 
deaths in 2012. There were three 
injuries, as well. As with firearm 
incidents…a couple common 
causes can be traced. 

“Not properly wearing a tree 
stand harness or a harness at all,” 
reports Wisecup, recommending a 
built in suspension release system; 
for hunters who fall but remain 
suspended for long periods. 

She stresses as well, maintain-
ing three points of contact with 
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your ladder or steps as you ascend 
or come down; and taking care as 
you haul a bow or other essentials 
to and from the stand.

“In the last five or six years, 
we’ve had our archery instructor 
stress climbing safety, wearing 
the harness properly. We’ve had 
harnesses in class for instruction. 
There’s been a big push,” says 
Thompson. 

With the longer season bow-
hunting provides, more archery in 
school phys-ed offerings; even the 
push attributed to the popularity 
of ‘The Hunger Games’ book and 
movie; archery is growing. That’s 
why safety instructors want to stay 
ahead of the curve. 

More instructors would al-
ways be good, too. That involves 
a full day workshop; refresher 
courses each year and, of course, 
an interest in hunting, safety 
and interest in working with the 
(mostly) younger make up of 
hunter ed attendees.  Information 
is available from the DNR website 
(www.iowadnr.gov) or local con-
servation officers. 

IcN HuNtINg 
regulAtIoNs 

sessIoN tHursDAY
Don’t forget Thursday’s DNR-

hosted 6-9 p.m. public meeting 
over the Iowa Communications 
Network. Any thoughts on chang-
es in hunting or trapping regula-
tions are sought; as well as what 
is going well…and not so well…
during those seasons.  

These meetings are part of the 
new rule-making process in state 
government. 

“Any changes must be dis-
cussed with Iowa’s citizens who 
might be impacted, before the 
rule changes are proposed. The 

new process helps ensure that 
rule changes serve the public’s 
wishes and do not impact Iowa’s 
economy,” said Dr. Dale Garner, 
chief of the wildlife bureau. 

vIlsAck tAlks 
PHeAsANt

Secretary of Agriculture Tom 
Vilsack is the keynote speaker this 
weekend at the National Pheasant 
Fest and Quail Classic in Minne-
apolis. His appearance comes as 
the national non-profit organiza-
tion works to address tremendous 
loss of grassland habitat in the last 
few years and with prospects for 
the next Farm Bill still up in the 
air. More information is available 
at www.PheasantFest.org.

The walleye season at Iowa’s 
Great Lakes closes Feb. 15, and re-
opens at 12 a.m., May 4. Walleyes 
caught during the closed season 
at East Okoboji, West Okoboji and 
Big Spirit lakes must be immedi-
ately released unharmed. 

Memorial Day weekend is 
closer than you think. Campsite 
reservations for the popular holi-
day begin Feb. 24, for a May 24 
arrival. Campsites can be viewed 
and reserved online at http://
iowastateparks.reserveamerica.
com/. Iowa’s state parks hosted 
nearly 710,000 camper nights in 
2012, and if the weather cooper-
ates, 2013 could be equally busy.

The deadline to remove per-
manent ice fishing shelters from 
state owned land and water is Feb. 
20, or ice melt, whichever comes 
first. Shelter owners are encour-
aged to not wait until the last min-
ute to remove their structures, to 
avoid deteriorating ice conditions.

The 16th Annual Great Back-
yard Bird Count will be held Feb. 
15-18, and anyone can participate.  
Simply watch birds at your feed-

ers, or any location you wish, 
count the number of birds for 
each species you see in 15 minutes 
and report the results on online at 
www.BirdCount.org. Yes, you can 
conduct surveys at multiple loca-
tions. Click on how to participate 
at www.BirdCount.org for more 
information.

Looking for hunting oppor-
tunities? Iowa’s crow season is 
open until March 31. The special 
conservation order to hunt white 
and blue phase snow geese and 
Ross’ geese is open until April 15 
statewide. There are additional 
regulations that apply. Trapping 
season for beavers is open until 
April 15. Coyote hunting has a 
continuous open season.

Hunter education classes are 
being held across the state ahead 
of the spring turkey season. To 
find a class, go to https://www.
iowadnr.gov/training. Early regis-
tration is encouraged as class sizes 
are limited.

Ice in central Iowa is becom-
ing unpredictable after a series of 
temperature swings from mild to 
cold and back to mild, wind and 
rain. If going out, use extra cau-
tion and test the ice often. Bring 
safety equipment – 50 feet of rope, 
a throwable floatation device and 
ice picks. 

Visit the Iowa DNR’s Facebook 
page www.facebook.com/iow-
adnr for more outdoors discussion 
and photos.

kANsAs
PublIc INPut 
sougHt oN 

DrAft lesser 
PrAIrIe cHIckeN 

MANAgeMeNt PlAN
Anyone interested in lesser 

prairie chicken management en-
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couraged to attend 
PRATT – The Kansas Depart-

ment of Wildlife, Parks and Tour-
ism (KDWPT) has been working 
with the Lesser Prairie Chicken 
Interstate Working Group to pro-
duce a draft Range-wide Conser-
vation Plan for the Lesser Prairie 
Chicken. The plan addresses the 
decline of the lesser prairie chicken 
in Kansas, Oklahoma, New Mex-
ico, Texas and Colorado and is 
intended to benefit the wildlife re-
sources, people, and economies of 
these states by providing a frame-
work for effective lesser prairie 
chicken management and habitat 
improvement. The ultimate goal is 
to increase the range-wide popula-
tion of lesser prairie chickens. The 
draft plan emphasizes incentives 
and tools that encourage landown-
ers to partner with agencies in con-
servation efforts while achieving 
their land use needs. 

In December, the U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service announced 
a proposal to list the lesser prairie 
chicken as a threatened species 
under the Endangered Species 
act. A final decision will be made 

next fall. The Interstate Working 
Group’s management plan could 
influence the USFWS’s decision 
if it can show that lesser prairie 
chicken populations can be man-
aged at sustainable levels. 

Public meetings were held in 
southwest Kansas in November 
to gain input from landowners, 
producers and other stakeholders 
as the plan was being developed. 
Now that a draft plan has been 
assembled, three additional public 
meetings are scheduled to con-
tinue the dialog. 

March 5: WaKeeney, 7 p.m.-9 
p.m., WaKeeney City Library, 610 
Russell Ave. 

March 6: Lakin, 7 p.m.-9 p.m., 
Kearny County Library, 101 E. 
Prairie. 

March 7: Greensburg, 7 p.m.-9 
p.m., Community Center (by fair-
grounds), 720 N Bay. 

More information about 

the planning process can be 
found at the project website: 
http://www.ksre.k-state.edu/p.
aspx?tabid=275 

PHeAsANts forever 
& QuAIl forever 

rAIse over $10 
MIllIoN for 

uPlAND bIrDs
Organization positively im-

pacts wildlife habitat and youth 
through grassroots campaign 

OTTAWA – Pheasants For-
ever (PF), a nonprofit organiza-
tion dedicated to upland habitat 
conservation, raised more than 
$10 million for Kansas’ upland 
hunting tradition during their 
Kansas Grassroots Conservation 
Campaign. Campaign partners 
included Quail Forever (QF), the 
Natural Resource Conservation 
Service (NRCS), the Kansas De-
partment of Wildlife, Parks and 
Tourism (KDWPT), donors, vol-
unteer leaders, and local PF and 
QF chapters. 

“By working together over 
the past three years, Pheasants 

Forever and our campaign 
partners have been able to 
drastically increase our col-
lective impact on Kansas’ 
upland habitat and wild-
life,” said PF President and 
CEO, Howard K. Vincent. 
“In addition, this campaign 
has allowed us to ramp up 
our youth mentoring ef-
forts designed to get more 
Kansas youth outdoors.” 

The conservation cam-
paign, which surpassed the 
original monetary goal of 
$10 million, made it pos-
sible for PF to support the 
following efforts: 

* More than 500,000 
acres positively impacted.

* Expanding wildlife biology-
focused conservation planning 
assistance and conservation pro-
gram delivery through PF’s Farm 
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Bill biologist partnership with 
NRCS and KDWPT.

* Helping to host upwards of 
115 Landowner Habitat Work-
shops across the state in partner-
ship with Kansas conservation 
partners.

* Contacting more than 4,000 
Kansas landowners and helping 
them enroll in USDA conservation 
programs like the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) and CP-33 
Quail Buffers.

* Improving public land habi-
tat through PF’s Habitat Special-
ist partnership with KDWPT on 
three Kansas wildlife management 
areas.

* Increasing outdoor youth 
mentoring opportunities through 
a partnership with KDWPT, Pass It 
On – Outdoors Mentors, National 
Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF) 
and others.

* Permanently protecting over 
2,340 acres for public use through 
PF land donation legacy partner-
ships.

“This Campaign has produced 
spectacular results, but the real-
ity is that we all must do much 
more if we intend to overcome the 
challenges facing Kansas’ upland 
wildlife,” said Pheasants Forever 
Development Officer, Jordan Mar-
tincich. “Habitat is vanishing at a 
never-before-seen rate, so we must 
continue increasing our impact 
through strategic initiatives.” 

PF and QF recently celebrated 
their accomplishments at the Kan-
sas Convention and Habitat Meet-
ing on Feb. 2. The event was held 
at the Great Plains Nature Center 
in Wichita. 

For more information on this 
campaign, or to pledge your sup-
port for Pheasants Forever’s Kan-
sas initiatives, contact Martincich 
at (785) 242-3175 or visit www.

kansaspfqf.com. 
Pheasants Forever, including 

its quail conservation division, 
Quail Forever, is the nation’s 
largest nonprofit organization 
dedicated to upland habitat con-
servation. Pheasants Forever and 
Quail Forever have more than 
135,000 members and 720 local 
chapters across the United States 
and Canada. Chapters are empow-
ered to determine how 100 percent 
of their locally raised conservation 
funds are spent, the only national 
conservation organization that 
operates through this truly grass-
roots structure. 

keNtuckY
PortIoNs of 

bAllArD wIlDlIfe 
MANAgeMeNt AreA 

closeD Due to HIgH 
wAter

 Some roads within Ballard 
Wildlife Management Area will 
remain closed due to high water. 

The area, located in Ballard 
County bordering the Ohio River, 
has water covering some of its in-
terior roads. Due to safety consid-
erations, some roads will remain 
closed until the river recedes to 
safer levels. 

Visitors may call contact the 
Ballard office for the latest closure 
information at (270) 224-2244. 

MINNesotA
wAlk-IN Access 

ProgrAM exPANDs 
to 14 New couNtIes

Landowners from 14 addi-
tional counties now can enroll land 
in the Walk-In Access program, the 
Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) said. 

Walk-in lands provide public 

access to private land. Landown-
ers, in turn, are paid for the ac-
cess. The program now includes 
35 counties in the western half of 
the state.

“We’ve had many requests to 
expand the area of our Walk-In 
pilot program,” said Marybeth 
Block, DNR walk-in access coordi-
nator. “As we enter our third year 
for the program, the time seems 
right to add some additional coun-
ties.”

New walk-in counties include 
Becker, Blue Earth, Clay, Doug-
las, Faribault, Grant, Le Sueur, 
McLeod, Meeker, Nicollet, Otter 
Tail, Sibley, Traverse and Wilkin. 

Walk-in targets privately 
owned parcels of 40 acres or more, 
which are enrolled in a conserva-
tion program such as Conserva-
tion Reserve Program or Reinvest 
In Minnesota. River bottoms, 
wetlands and other high quality 
habitat can also be considered for 
the program.

The program pays landown-
ers by the acre to allow hunting 
access. Bonuses are added if more 
than 140 contiguous acres are 
enrolled, if the land is within one-
half mile of existing state or federal 
hunting land, or if a multi-year 
agreement is signed.

Landowners can contact their 
local Soil and Water Conservation 
District office for program details 
and enrollments.  

Block said that 12,500 acres are 
already enrolled for 2013 through 
multi-year contracts and hopes to 
add another 12,500 acres in new 
enrollments.

“Walk-in access is an effective 
way for landowners to generate 
extra revenue from their habitat 
acres,” Block said. “It rewards 
landowners who own high quality 
habitat and are willing to let the 
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public hunt on it.”
Walk-in lands are open for 

public hunting only, each year 
from Sept. 1 to May 31. No target 
practice, trapping, dog training, 
camping, horseback riding or fires 
are allowed. Enrolled acres are for 
walk-in traffic only; no vehicles 
are allowed on conservation land.

Once private land is enrolled 
in the program, bright yellow-
green hexagon signs are placed at 
the property boundaries.

Locations of parcels enrolled 
for 2013 will be on the DNR web-
site in August. More information 
on the Walk-In program and a map 
of the walk-in access counties is 
available online at www.mndnr.
gov/walkin. 

                                                                  
oPeN-wAter Duck 
HuNtINg AMoNg 
toPIcs At PublIc 
INPut MeetINgs
The Minnesota Department 

of Natural Resources (DNR) soon 
will seek citizen input on creating 
limited opportunities for open-
water hunting for waterfowl as 
well as a number of other topics 
at annual public input meetings. 

Aside from open-water duck 
hunting, the DNR is seeking input 
on the following proposals:

* Allowing Canada goose 
hunting in August to alleviate 
depredation of agricultural fields 
in west central Minnesota.

* Opening the second portion 
of the state’s 124-day crow season 
later in the year.

* Opening prairie chicken 
hunting season earlier in October 
than the current season.

* Allowing youth age 17 and 
younger to hunt during all spring 
turkey seasons with a limit of one.

* Youth would not be required 
to select a permit area.

Meetings, which will be con-
ducted from 7-9 p.m., are sched-
uled:

* Monday, March 11, Room 
B-212 at Hibbing Community Col-
lege, 1515 East 25th St., Hibbing.

* Tuesday, March 12, North-
land Community and Technical 
College in Thief River Falls.

* Wednesday, March 13, Alex-
andria Community and Technical 
College in Alexandria.

A separate public input pro-
cess to address deer antler point 
restrictions in southeastern Min-
nesota is available online at www.
mndnr.gov/wildlife/input/se-
deer.

People who cannot attend a 
meeting are urged to complete 
a questionnaire online at www.
mndnr.gov/wildlife/input.

Comments are also welcome 
via email at wildlife.dnr@state.
mn.us. Written comments may 
be addressed to: Season Com-
ments, DNR Section of Wildlife, 
500 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, MN 
55155-4007.

MoNtANA
uPlAND gAMe bIrD 
couNcIl to Meet IN 

coNrAD
An advisory council that last 

year submitted recommendations 
on a long-range strategic plan for 
Montana’s Upland Game Bird 
Enhancement Program will meet 
in Conrad, April 2-3.

The group will participate in 
2013 field-season planning and 
tour various habitat projects.

The meeting will be held at 
Pondera Shooting Sports Club, 
972 Granite Rd., beginning April 

2 at 1 p.m.
The public is invited to attend 

and may provide comments to the 
council during the time identified 
on the agenda. For more infor-
mation visit the Montana Fish, 
Wildlife & Parks’ website at fwp.
mt.gov, then click “Upland Game 
Bird Council”. Or contact Debbie 
Hohler by phone at 406-444-5674, 
or by e-mail at dhohler@mt.gov.

sNow geese flock 
to freezout wMA

Tens of thousands of snow 
geese are flocking to Freezout 
Wildlife Management Area in 
north central Montana.

In just the last week, between 
50,000 to 100,000 of the white birds 
have appeared at the WMA. The 
birds are flying north to breeding 
grounds.

Freezout is located between 
the towns of Fairfield and Chote-
au, along U.S. 89.

Typically snow geese migra-
tion peaks the end of March. 
Some years, winter weather far-
ther north can bottle up the birds 
temporarily at Freezout, leading 
to numbers greater than 100,000.

Birdwatchers also head to 
Freezout this time of year to view 
migrating raptors and shorebirds. 
Visitors should be careful of mud-
dy roads on the WMA.

For more information on what 
birds are stopping at Freezout, call 
the WMA hotline at (406) 467-2646.

Tens of thousands of snow 
geese are flocking to Freezout 
Wildlife Management Area in 
north central Montana.

In just the last week, between 
50,000 to 100,000 of the white birds 
have appeared at the WMA. The 
birds are flying north to breeding 
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grounds.
Freezout is located between 

the towns of Fairfield and Chote-
au, along U.S. 89.

Typically snow geese migra-
tion peaks the end of March. 
Some years, winter weather far-
ther north can bottle up the birds 
temporarily at Freezout, leading 
to numbers greater than 100,000.

Birdwatchers also head to 
Freezout this time of year to view 
migrating raptors and shorebirds. 
Visitors should be careful of mud-
dy roads on the WMA.

For more information on what 
birds are stopping at Freezout, call 
the WMA hotline at (406) 467-2646.

 

NebrAskA
soutHwest focus 

oN PHeAsANts wINs 
coNservAtIoN 

AwArD
The Southwest Focus on 

Pheasants Partnership was given 
the Wildlife Conservationist of the 
Year award on Feb. 2 in Kearney. 
It was presented by the Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission 
and Pheasants Forever (PF) for 
outstanding efforts promoting the 
ideals of conservation and work-
ing in a partnership.

The award was presented at 
the PF state habitat meeting.

The Southwest Focus on 
Pheasants, formed in 2010 to 
improve pheasant hunting by 
creating more and better habitat, 
encompasses more than 950,000 
acres in Hitchcock, Hayes, Frontier 
and Red Willow counties. It has 
impacted more than 15,000 acres.

The key partners include 
Game and Parks, PF, Natural 

Resources Conservation Service, 
Farm Service Agency, University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln Cooperative 
Research Unit, UNL Extension Ser-
vice, landowners and volunteers.

New HAMPsHIre
ruffeD grouse, 
New eNglAND 

cottoNtAIl 
feAtureD IN NH 

wIlDlIfe JourNAl 

 Head into the briar patch in 
search of the elusive endangered 
New England cottontail in the 
March/April 2013 issue of NH 
Wildlife Journal magazine. Biolo-
gist Heidi Holman gives readers 
a “bunny’s eye view” of regional 
efforts to restore this rare rabbit to 
our landscape.  

Also in this issue, get to know 
t h e  r u f f e d 
grouse, a bird 
with a passion-
ate following. 
Find out how 
the changing 
nature of New 
Hampshire’s 
forested land-
scape affects 
future pros-
pects for both 
g r o u s e  a n d 
New England 
cottontails.

T h e n  g e t 
ready to smile – 
plus learn a little something – as 
you peruse the “Beginners Guide 
to Hiring a Guide.” Illustrated by 
cartoonist Will Staats, this article 
provides a tip sheet on hiring a 
professional guide, which can be 
a great way to reduce the stress of 
figuring out all the details when 
you’re trying something new in 

the great outdoors.
The March/April issue also 

profiles wood frogs, whose duck-
like quacking will soon herald 
the arrival of spring. Readers will 
get an armchair tour of several 
excellent boat access points for 
paddling the northern reaches of 
the Merrimack River, enjoy the 
adventures of Fish and Game 
Conservation Officers in Warden’s 
Watch, and much more.

Not a subscriber to New 
Hampshire Wildlife Journal? The 
magazine is published 6 times a 
year by the New Hampshire Fish 
and Game Department. Subscrip-
tions are just $12 for one year -- 
that’s 40% off the cover price -- or 
$20 for two years. A great gift idea! 
Read sample articles and find a 
print-and-mail subscription form 
at wildnh.com/Wildlife_Journal/
WJ_mag.htm. 

New 
York

Dec INvItes 
HuNter 

INPut oN 
fAll 2013 

wAterfowl 
seAsoNs
Task Forces to 

Help Set Season 
Dates for Waterfowl 
Hunting in New 
York

Hunters are in-
vited to submit recommendations 
to regional Waterfowl Hunter Task 
Forces for the dates of the fall 2013 
duck hunting seasons by April 5, 
New York State Department of En-
vironmental Conservation (DEC) 
Commissioner Joe Martens today 
said. DEC will evaluate the task 
force recommendations in setting 
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waterfowl seasons, which must 
comply with federal rules.

Through Governor Cuomo’s 
NY’s Open for Hunting & Fishing 
Initiative, DEC is looking for ways 
to expand opportunities for both 
in-state and out-of-state sports-
men and women,” Commissioner 
Martens said. “The public’s input 
will help us do that for the water-
fowl hunting season in a manner 
that is most advantageous for 
sportsmen and women.”

New York is divided into five 
waterfowl hunting zones: West-
ern, Southeastern, Northeastern, 
Lake Champlain, and Long Island. 
DEC recently appointed task 
forces for each zone (except Lake 
Champlain) to solicit recommen-
dations for the fall 2013 hunting 
seasons, including opening and 
closing dates, split seasons and a 
special hunting weekend for ju-
nior hunters (hunters ages 12-15). 
Each task force includes represen-
tatives from the New York State 
Conservation Council, established 
waterfowl hunting organizations 
and individual waterfowl hunters 
who provide input from diverse 
points of view.

The recommended dates must 
be within federal guidelines estab-
lished by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS). For fall 2013, 
DEC expects the USFWS to allow 
a 60-day duck season, split into 
no more than two segments per 
zone, opening no earlier than Sept. 
21, 2013, and closing no later than 
Jan. 26, 2014.

Waterfowl hunters can partici-
pate in the season-setting process 
by providing duck season sugges-
tions to any task force member on 
or before April 5, 2013. Names and 
contact information for all task 
force members are listed in alpha-
betical order on the DEC website.

Comments can be provided 

by mail, telephone or e-mail, with 
e-mail being the preferred method. 
The task forces will meet in April, 
and DEC plans to announce ten-
tative duck hunting season dates 
in June.

Input on hunting seasons 
for other migratory game birds, 
including Canada geese, snow 
geese, brant and woodcock, may 
also be submitted to any member 
of DEC’s season-setting team. 
However, due to greater uncer-
tainty about federal regulations for 
those species, decisions and ten-
tative dates will probably not be 
known until later in the summer.

Waterfowl seasons in the Lake 
Champlain Zone will continue to 
be set by the Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife Management Board, with 
input from DEC and waterfowl 
hunters in New York and Vermont. 
Although there is no formal task 
force for this zone, hunters can 
send their suggestions to any DEC 
season-setting team member.

Governor Cuomo’s NY Open 
for Hunting and Fishing Initiative 
is an effort to improve recreational 
activities for in-state and out-of-
state sportsmen and sportswomen 
and to boost tourism opportunities 
throughout the state. This initia-
tive includes the streamlining of 
hunting and fishing licensing and 
reducing license fees, improved 
access for fishing at various sites 
across the state, and increasing 
hunting opportunities in various 
regions.

Descriptions of New York 
State’s Waterfowl Hunting Zones 
can be found on the DEC website 
and are listed in DEC’s Waterfowl 
Hunting Seasons and Regulations 
brochure. The final waterfowl 
hunting season dates will be 
posted on the DEC website and 
announced by news release in late 
August.

NortH 
cArolINA

wIlDlIfe 
coMMIssIoN 

ADoPts resolutIoN 
suPPortINg suNDAY 

HuNtINg
 The N.C. Wildlife Resources 

Commission has adopted a resolu-
tion supporting a bill that would 
allow people to hunt on Sundays 
on private lands. 

During the March 14 business 
meeting, the Commission adopted 
a resolution in support of Senate 
Bill 224, which would remove a 
prohibition against Sunday hunt-
ing on private lands with shotgun, 
rifle or pistol set out in N.C.G.S. 
103-2.

The mission of the North 
Carolina Wildlife Resources Com-
mission includes conserving and 
managing wildlife resources and 
enhancing the state’s rich hunting 
heritage by providing opportuni-
ties for hunters to enjoy wildlife-
associated recreation.

“Allowing Sunday hunting 
on private lands will provide ad-
ditional hunting days and addi-
tional options for youth and adults 
whose school and employment 
responsibilities limit their hunting 
opportunities to weekends,” said 
Gordon Myers, executive director 
of the Wildlife Commission.

 The prohibition against Sun-
day hunting serves no purpose 
with regard to conservation of 
wildlife resources and habitats. 
North Carolina residents who cur-
rently seek hunting opportunities 
in neighboring states that do allow 
Sunday hunting take substan-
tial revenues elsewhere instead 
of keeping these dollars within 
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North Carolina borders where 
they would generate tremendous 
economic benefits, particularly to 
rural areas and businesses.

 In 2009, the Commission ad-
opted regulations allowing hunt-
ing on Sundays on private lands 
with archery equipment. Since 
September 2010 North Carolinians 
have been hunting on Sundays on 
private lands with archery equip-
ment without incident or conflict.

The Commission also adopted 
a motion Thursday directing My-
ers to work with the Legislature 
and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
to find a solution for the potential 
loss of compensatory hunting days 
for those who hunt migratory wa-
terfowl on public waters, should 
Senate Bill 224 become law.

View full text of the resolution.
For more information on hunt-

ing in North Carolina, including 
season dates and regulations, visit 
www.ncwildlife.org.

NortH DAkotA
trAckINg sNow 

geese
North Dakota spring light 

goose hunters can track general 
locations of geese as birds make 
their way through the state.

Hunters are able to call (701) 
328-3697 to hear recorded infor-
mation 24 hours a day. Migration 
reports are also posted on the 
North Dakota Game and Fish 
Department website, gf.nd.gov. 
Updates will be provided periodi-
cally during the week as migration 
events occur, until the season ends 
or geese have left the state.

North Dakota’s spring light 
goose season continues through 
May 5. Season information, in-
cluding licensing requirements 
and regulations, are also available 

by accessing the Game and Fish 
website.

HuNtINg guIDe AND 
outfItter test set

The next guide and outfit-
ter written examination is May 
11 at 1 p.m. at the North Dakota 
Game and Fish Department of-
fice in Bismarck. The test is given 
periodically to anyone interested 
in becoming a hunting guide or 
outfitter in the state.

In addition to passing a written 
exam, qualifications for becoming 
a guide include a background 
check for criminal and game and 
fish violations; certification in car-
diopulmonary resuscitation and 
standard first aid; and employ-
ment by or contract with a licensed 
hunting outfitter.

Hunting outfitter eligibility 
requirements include the guide 
qualifications, as well as an indi-
vidual must have held a hunting 
guide license for two years; and 
must have proof of liability insur-
ance.

Interested individuals are 
required to preregister by calling 
the Game and Fish Department’s 
enforcement office at 328-6604.

soutH DAkotA
sNow goose 

MIgrAtIoN eNters 
soutH DAkotA

People traveling in south-
eastern and south central South 
Dakota are seeing a familiar spring 
event - the annual migration of 
snow geese.

Geese have been arriving in 
growing numbers in areas along 
the southern South Dakota border 
and northward to Interstate 90.

The snow goose population 

has ballooned in the past several 
years. To help control them and 
prevent further habitat degrada-
tion that those nesting birds have 
caused to the Arctic tundra, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has 
issued a Conservation Order to 
states that allow hunting of snow 
geese in the spring.

In South Dakota, the Con-
servation Order runs from Feb. 
16 through May 5. Hunting is 
allowed statewide with no limit 
on the number of snow geese 
that may be taken. Hunters are 
required to have a valid hunting 
license, but the federal waterfowl 
stamp is not required. Nontoxic 
shot is mandatory.

The Conservation Order is 
specific to snow and blue geese, 
and Ross’ geese. Other waterfowl 
may not be shot.

For more information on the 
Spring Conservation Order, visit 
the South Dakota Game, Fish 
and Parks Department website 
at http://www.gfp.sd.gov/hunt-
ing/waterfowl/spring-light-
goose.aspx

GFP has information on snow 
goose migration movement and 
hunting opportunity at http://
gfp.sd.gov/hunting/waterfowl/
migration/

utAH
PHeAsANts 

releAseD IN tHree 
couNtIes 

RICHFIELD — Nearly 2,000 
pheasants were released in Se-
vier, Wayne and Millard counties 
recently.
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Sportsmen for Fish and 
Wildlife (SFW) paid for the 
birds. After obtaining the pheas-
ants, Division of Wildlife Re-
sources biologists and SFW 
members released the birds on 
state-owned wildlife manage-
ment areas that are open to 
public hunters.

The pheasants were released 
on Feb. 26 and 27.

Most of the pheasants were 
females that are not legal to 
harvest. Hopefully, the hens will 
survive, breed this spring with 
male pheasants on the WMAs 
and raise broods of wild pheas-
ants that hunters can pursue 
this fall.

Before releasing the birds, 
DWR biologists tagged each hen 
with a brightly colored leg band 
that the biologists can see from a 
distance. In May, June and July, 
biologists will see how the birds 
are doing by recording the number 
of released hens that have chicks 
with them.

More pheasants
DWR Biologist Lynn Zubek 

was in charge of the release. He 
says the DWR and SFW have 
worked hard to improve habitat 
on the WMAs where the pheas-
ants were released. “It’s great to 
see pheasants released onto these 
areas,” Zubeck says. “We hope 
they’ll survive and reproduce.”

In addition to paying for the 
pheasants, SFW members were on 
hand to help release the birds. “It’s 
great to see these birds fly into the 
brush,” said SFW member Troy 
Justensen. “In the future, I look 
forward to bringing my children 
here to hunt pheasants.”

Justensen says SFW is excited 
to team with the DWR to help 
Utah’s wildlife.

Paul Niemeyer, an SFW mem-
ber from Richfield, says many peo-
ple in the local communities are 
interested in pheasants and other 
wildlife. “I love to see a group of 
hunters, including youngsters, 
gathered around a pickup with a 
cup of hot chocolate in their hands 
and a couple of pheasant tail 
feathers sticking out of their coat 
pocket,” Niemeyer says. “That’s 
as good as it gets.”

Much of the money for the 
pheasant release and other wildlife 
projects in Utah is generated at 
local fund-raising banquets held 
by sportsmen’s organizations, 
including SFW.

A hen pheasant takes flight in south-central Utah. 
The DWR and Sportsmen for Fish and Wildlife 

released 2,000 pheasants — mostly hens — on Feb. 
26 and 27. Photo by Lynn Chamberlain


