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pears to hold significant promise 
for the future.

Next month in Tulsa the AKC 
is hosting the first ever AKC 
Rally® National Competition in 
conjunction with the Obedience 
and Agility National Champion-
ships.  This event will help bring 
recognition to those owners and 
dogs that train for and enjoy the 
sport of Rally.

AKC My Dog Can Do That!® 
has proven to be extremely suc-
cessful in bringing new dogs 
and new exhibitors to experience 
Agility and Rally. About half the 
participants are Conformation 
people who were interested in 
learning about a new sport and 
half were people who had never 
been to a dog show. We are de-
veloping a program to make it 
easier for clubs to activate this 
program locally.

The success of Beginner Pup-
py and My Dog Can Do That! 
are perfect examples of using the 
AKC registrant database to ben-
efit clubs, owners, and their dogs. 
We will continue to find ways to 
use this powerful tool in support 
of our clubs and their events.

Our continued success in 
events depends on our contin-
ued ability to innovate new pro-
grams. AKC Staff is committed to 
doing just that. While not every 
program will be successful, the 
spirit of “relentless positive ac-
tion” requires that we stay open 
to new ideas and are willing to 
risk the occasional failure.

Our success also depends on 
a bit of relentless positive com-
munication. Now that you know 

some of our success stories, let’s 
all help spread the word. As in 
all sports, momentum is part of 
the game.

Your comments and sugges-
tion are most welcome atk@akc.
org.

Sincerely, Alan Kalter Chair-
man

Chairman’s Report 
March 2013

-- Defending Our Rights 
--  

For years, animal rights ex-
tremists have focused on attack-
ing the health of purebred dogs 
based on what they determined 
were improper breeding pro-
grams, and have indiscriminately 
discredited dog breeders with 
unsupported anecdotal stories 
as opposed to facts. We all know 
the unsubstantiated accusations 
all too well.

Unfortunately, the rather 
gullible media simply accepted 
these allegations without objec-
tive investigation. A case in point 
is the untruthful story about Bull-
dogs published in the New York 
Times Magazine. Interestingly, 
while we supplied significant fac-
tual information about the health 
of Bulldogs, as did the Bulldog 
Club of America, the article was 
selective – which is just a nice 
word for “biased” - in the utiliza-
tion of those facts. In the end, the 
story was simply propaganda, 
not journalism.

But starting last year, there 
was a subtle, yet very noticeable 
shift in the communication tactics 
of the two largest animal rights 
organizations. Previously, for 

the most part, they had practiced 
a strategy of either ignoring or 
dismissing the AKC. Simply put, 
they did not see us as an orga-
nization of any concern to them 
in their quest to eliminate dog 
ownership through the elimina-
tion of breeders. As they have 
made very clear, their stated goal 
is “no new puppies” – a goal they 
intend to accomplish through 
legislation and ballot initiatives 
to mandate  spay/neuter and 
restrict breeders to the point of 
oblivion.

So, what changed? We did. In 
the past few years all of us - you, 
your clubs, and the AKC - have 
become more aggressive, more 
organized, more vocal, and more 
visible in legislative matters.

The tipping point last year ap-
pears to have been our proactive 
approach to the proposed APHIS 
rule changes, which included both 
a well-documented, reasonable, 
and thorough review of all the is-
sues with suggestions to make the 
intent of the regulatory changes 
achievable without unnecessarily 
damaging hobby breeders, and a 
petition of support signed by over 
75,000 concerned dog owners. 
Our response to APHIS caught the 
extremists completely by surprise 
and sent them into a whirlwind of 
activity that amounted to noth-
ing. Most likely, their evaluation 
after the storm was that the AKC 
needed much greater attention 
from them.

But the proactive plan around 
the APHIS rule changes was 
just the tip of the spear the AR 
extremists have been feeling of 
late. The AKC Legislative De-
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partment, led by the pleasantly 
indomitable Sheila Goffe, has 
made our presence, knowledge, 
and commitment felt on a myriad 
of legislative issues around the 
country. Last year, Sheila’s de-
partment monitored more than 
1,500 pieces of legislation. Con-
trary to what the AR extremists 
would have people believe, we 
are a respected resource in dog 
legislation for legislators and 
governmental organizations 
charged with animal care over-
sight. Our Care and Conditions 
of Dogs Policy is accepted as 
an intelligent and fair standard. 
Our careful analysis of proposed 
legislation helps reveal unrea-
sonable requirements buried in 
a bill that would make it virtu-
ally impossible for a legislator’s 
constituents to be in compliance. 
Our individual financial support 
of legislators’ campaigns has 
made new and strong friends 
for the AKC and our mission. 
And your clubs, and the hard-
working AKC legislative liaisons 
at both the state and local levels, 
have made significant inroads in 
protecting our rights to own and 
breed our dogs responsibly.

Today, the AKC is neither 
being ignored nor dismissed by 
the AR extremists. Instead, those 
organizations are now attacking 
us using the same propaganda 
tactics of lies and innuendo. I 
believe our position as squarely 
in the sights of the AR extremists 
is a status and a challenge we 
should accept with resolve and 
great pride.

As a former ad guy, I am 
reminded of a 1915 magazine ad 
for Cadillac considered one of 

the greatest print ads of all time. 
It only ran once - in the Saturday 
Evening Post. I believe that ad, 
titled “The Penalty of Leader-
ship,” captures the essence of 
the American Kennel Club and 
the challenges we face from AR 
extremists. The ad explains why 
companies that honor “standards 
of excellence” become “targets of 
the envious.” 

Here are a few pertinent sen-
tences:

“In every field of human 
endeavor, he that is first must 
perpetually live in the white 
light of publicity. The reward 
is widespread recognition; the 
punishment, fierce denial and 
detraction. When a man’s work 
becomes a standard for the whole 
world, it also becomes a target 
for the shafts of the envious few. 
If his work be merely mediocre, 
he will be left severely alone. If 
he achieves a masterpiece, it will 
set a million tongues a-wagging.

The leader is assailed because 
he is the leader. The follower 
seeks to depreciate and to de-
stroy. If the leader truly leads, he 
remains - the leader.”

How are we leading in this 
fight for our rights? 

First, we are proactively tak-
ing our messages of the Good 
Things We Do (the Parent Club 
rescue network, AKC kennel 
inspections, AKC CAR, and 
our collective commitment to 
improving the health of dogs) 
to the public; we are telling the 
facts about purpose-bred dogs 
and the desirability of owning a 
well-bred purebred as the family 

dog; and we are telling the stories 
of the passionate commitment of 
our breeders to protect, preserve, 
and improve purebred dogs. We 
are doing that through a combi-
nation of an aggressive public 
relations strategy utilizing every 
media opportunity imaginable 
to get our story told correctly 
and in its entirety. In addition, 
we now have an expert in social 
media, which gives us the ability 
to tell the narrative of the AKC 
throughout the world of social 
media. For the first time, we will 
have a constant and consistent 
platform to reach the general 
public every day.

Second, we will always be 
aggressive in responding to AR 
propaganda posing as media 
stories. The difference in our re-
sponse to the Bulldog story and 
the response to the New York 
Times attack on the AKC is a 
demonstration of our new com-
mitment to act quickly, broadly 
and emphatically.

While the cost to have a day-
in and day-out public outreach 
program and an immediate re-
sponse program is significant, 
we can afford it. In fact, we can’t 
afford not to have it.

With Churchill as inspiration, 
our mantra now is this: we will 
fight with growing confidence 
and growing strength; we will 
defend our rights, whatever the 
cost may be; and we will never 
stop fighting. 

Your comments and suggestion 
are most welcome atk@akc.org.

Sincerely, Alan Kalter Chair-
man



32
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

April/May 2013                                                     Now in our Twenty Second year                                                www.Bdarn.com

News from the Enemy Camps & the Good Guys

NSSF Issues Statement 
on Connecticut 

Legislative Proposals
The National Shooting 

Sports Foundation (NSSF), the 
trade association for the fire-
arms and ammunition industry, 
issued the following statement 
today:

The firearms industry has a 
long history in Connecticut and 
to this day has a sizeable eco-
nomic presence and workforce 
in the Constitution State. We are 
disappointed therefore that the 
General Assembly’s Task Force 
could not reach a bipartisan 
agreement on proposals to pre-
vent future violence involving 
the criminal misuse of firearms.

NSSF agrees with sugges-
tions that the focus should be to 
keep firearms out of the wrong 
hands, but an outright ban of 
the most popular semiauto-
matic rifle in the United States 
today, as some are suggesting, 
for what are essentially cos-
metic reasons would make no 
one safer and is unfair to the 
millions of people who have 
purchased them legally and 
use them responsibly for hunt-
ing, shooting competition and 
home defense. It also holds the 
real prospect of affecting em-
ployment in our state because 
underlying issues go deeper 
than whether manufacturing 
exemptions would be issued. 
We will review all proposals in 

more detail and will continue 
to be a resource to achieve our 
common goal of a safer Con-
necticut.

Sportsmen’s Activity 
Report: States Benefit 

from Economic Impact of 
Hunting

 The National Shooting 
Sports Foundation (NSSF) has 
released a major new report 
documenting the importance 
of hunting activities to the U.S. 
economy. NSSF is the trade as-
sociation for the firearms, am-
munition, hunting and shoot-
ing sports industry.

The report, Hunting in 
America: An Economic Force 
for Conservation, provides de-
tailed information on 40-plus 
categories of U.S. hunting-re-
lated expenditures, which grew 
55 percent, as well as state-by-
state statistics for number of 
hunters, retail sales, taxes and 
jobs. The report notes an overall 
nine percent increase in hunting 
participation between 2006 and 
2011. The money hunters spent 
in 2011 resulted in $87 billion 
being added to the nation’s 
economy and supported more 
than 680,000 jobs nationally.

“The major growth in 
spending by hunters is good 
news for businesses throughout 
the country, particularly small 
businesses in rural areas,” said 
NSSF President and CEO Steve 
Sanetti.

Beyond their impact on 
businesses and local econo-
mies, sportsmen are the lead-
ers in protecting wildlife and 
habitats. When you combine 
license and stamp fees, excise 
taxes on hunting equipment 
and membership contributions 
to conservation organizations, 
hunters contribute more than 
$1.6 billion annually to conser-
vation.

“Hunters are without peer 
when it comes to funding the 
perpetuation and conservation 
of wildlife and natural habi-
tats,” said Sanetti.

Read Hunting in America: 
An Economic Force for Con-
servation or view the report as 
a printable PDF.

To request hard copies of 
the report, email Jim Curcuruto 
at jcurcuruto@nssf.org (limited 
quantity available).

Federally-Licensed 
Firearms Retailers 

in New Survey 
Overwhelmingly Oppose 

‘Universal Background 
Checks’

 An online survey of federal-
licensed firearms retailers con-
ducted this week by the Nation-
al Shooting Sports Foundation 
(NSSF), the trade association for 
the firearms industry, reveals 
that those who would be on the 
front line of implementing what 
is touted as “universal back-
ground checks” have serious 
concerns both about whether 
such proposals would work as 
well as the potential negative 
effects on their businesses.
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Asked whether they sup-
ported or opposed “universal 
background checks,” 85.7 per-
cent of the responding fire-
arms retailers said that they 
opposed them. To the question 
of whether they believed that 
such legislation would prevent 
criminals from obtaining fire-
arms, a nearly unanimous 95.7 
percent said no. 

In addition, the retailers 
reported that that they feared 
these proposals would result 
in higher regulatory and ad-
ditional record-keeping bur-
dens, increased risk of license 
revocation for record-keeping 
errors related to private party 
sales of firearms, additional de-
lays in processing of National 
Instant Criminal Background 
Check System (NICS) requests, 
low government-set fees that 
will not cover their costs, and 
increased liability exposure 
arising from having to process 
private-party transactions.

“The concept of universal 
background checks sounds 
appealing on the surface, but 
the details involved in what 
actually would be required on 
the part of firearms retailers to 
make it work are quite another 
matter,” said Lawrence G. Ke-
ane, NSSF senior vice president 
and general counsel. “In fact, 
the obligations and burdens 
that would be put in place 
could be overwhelming for 
many of those who would be 
called upon to carry them out. 
It is unfair to call upon private 
companies, many of them quite 
small and with limited person-
nel, to conduct what essentially 

would be a function of govern-
ment.”

The online survey of 640 
federal licensed firearms retail-
ers nationwide was conducted 
on Monday, March 18.

Be Wary of Media 
Reports. 

We All Agree -- Let’s Fix 
NICS

NSSF On the Issues: 
Background Checks
Be wary of a national news 

media in search of information 
they work hard to find that fits 
a pre-existing narrative. Ever 
since the tragedy at Sandy 
Hook Elementary School, re-
porters have been trying to 
drive a wedge between orga-
nizations that speak up for 
the Second Amendment. They 
often find support for their ef-
forts from anti-gun organiza-
tions and politicians. After all, 
conflict makes news. 

As the trade association for 
the firearms and ammunition 
industry, the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation believes that 
the National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System 
(NICS) needs to be fixed to in-
clude more state criminal and 
mental health records. NSSF 
and its member companies be-
lieve that NICS plays a vital role 
in keeping firearms out of the 
hands of those who should not 
have them. The industry has 
long supported improvements 
to the NICS system. 

An article is today’s Wash-
ington Post incorrectly implies 
that this position puts NSSF at 

odds with the National Rifle 
Association. There is no con-
flict. 

As NSSF president Steve 
Sanetti points out in this video, 
“Regarding so-called universal 
background checks, or back-
ground checks that extend 
beyond retail sales or to private 
transfers such as a father pass-
ing on a favorite hunting rifle 
to his son, our big concern is 
one shared by millions of fire-
arms owners -- that enforcing 
checks of used firearm transfers 
between individuals will lead 
to the creation of a national 
registry of firearms, something 
that Congress has expressly 
prohibited.

“In addition, the current 
background check system 
would need to be greatly ex-
panded at huge cost to handle 
the additional checks. 

“Canada is actually in the 
process of dismantling its ex-
pensive and inefficient rifle 
and shotgun registry because 
it takes up police time better 
used elsewhere. We also have 
concerns related to the woeful 
lack of prosecutions of persons 
flagged by NICS as prohibited 
from purchasing a firearm, as 
well as concerns about im-
posing on firearms retailers 
increased regulatory burdens 
and exposure to liability for 
merchandise they didn’t even 
sell.” 
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Industry Gives the Facts 
about Modern Sporting 

Rifles;
TV Report Gets It Right
Watch the video report 

by Connecticut’s WTNH 
Channel 8

In media stories nation-
wide, the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation (NSSF) and 
its firearm-manufacturer mem-
bers continue to correct mis-
information about AR-style 
modern sporting rifles, the sale 
of which would be banned and 
ownership severely restricted if 
proposed legislation is passed 
by federal and state lawmakers.

Much confusion exists about 
the function and use of these 
legal-to-own, semiautomatic 
rifles, prompting NSSF to take 
every opportunity to provide 
accurate information about 
modern sporting firearms to 
media, legislators and anyone 
else willing to listen.

Advocates for banning these 
rifles have made misleading 
claims that these semiautomatic 
firearms can be fired as fast as 
a machine gun. A fact-filled 
video report aired this week by 
Connecticut’s WTNH Channel 
8 debunks that claim, showing 
the huge difference in the rate 
of fire between a fully auto-
matic machine gun, which will 
continuously fire shots as long 
as the trigger remains pulled, 
and the semiautomatic modern 
sporting rifle--”one of the most 
popular guns in America”--that 
shoots just one shot with each 
separate pull of the trigger. 

Civilian ownership of fully 
automatic firearms has been 
severely restricted since 1934.

Jake McGuigan, NSSF’s di-
rector of government relations-
state affairs, pointed out that 
while the modern sporting 
rifle looks like a military rifle 
capable of fully automatic fire, 
it is instead a semiautomatic 
model made for purchase by 
civilians--and is not a machine 
gun.

The video begins with peo-
ple being asked what the rifle’s 
AR prefix stands for. Unfor-
tunately, but not surprisingly, 
they say “assault rifle” and “au-
tomatic rifle.” Neither is true. 
The prefix stands for ArmaLite, 
one of 55 companies manufac-
turing this style of rifle today.

“We call it the modern sport-
ing rifle because these guns are 
all used legitimately every day 
for sporting purposes,” said 
Michael Guerra of Colt Manu-
facturing in the video.

About 4 million modern 
sporting rifles have been pur-
chased in the last 10 years. The 
rifle’s ergonomics, accuracy, 
low recoil and versatility are 
prized by target shooters and 
hunters, as well as those who 
own them for personal and 
home defense. The rifle is the 
latest example of a long-estab-
lished trend in which firearm 
models used by the military 
such as the bolt-action rifle of 
World War I and the semiauto-
matic M-1 of World War II have 
became popular with civilians 
who use them for recreational 
shooting--except that today’s 

semiautomatic modern sport-
ing rifle is not a fully automatic 
“weapon of war.”

In the WTNH piece, Colt 
Manufacturing CEO Dennis 
Veilleux said many returning 
servicemen and women are 
purchasing modern sporting 
rifles. “They like to hunt and 
shoot. Their first choice is go-
ing to be what they are most 
familiar with, what they are 
most comfortable with. It’s a 
large part of why this rifle has 
become more and more popu-
lar,” Veilleux said.

Regarding the rifle’s mod-
ern look, NSSF President Steve 
Sanetti has made the point in 
many interviews, including in 
a Washington Post story this 
week, that the appearances of 
firearms, as with many con-
sumer products, are changing. 
“Nothing looks like it did 50 
or 100 years ago,” Sanetti said. 
“Today, this is the way a rifle 
looks. It doesn’t have a wood 
stock or blued steel. It can be 
a scary-looking thing, and the 
other side plays on that fear. 
Yet it has become ‘America’s 
rifle.’ When target shooters 
and hunters--age 25 to 40--go 
to purchase a rifle, the modern 
sporting rifle is what they want, 
and they take great pleasure in 
using it for a variety of lawful, 
recreational purposes.”

Mark Malkowski, owner of 
Stag Arms, which solely manu-
factures modern sporting rifles, 
said in a USA Today interview, 
“We have to understand that 
there are millions of people 
who do use our products safely 
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and responsibly. We’ve seen 
that bans have not been suc-
cessful. If anything, all they do 
is open up black markets and 
turn everyday citizens into 
felons.”

Instead of banning firearms, 
Malkowski said, “I think we 
have to look at what really 
makes a difference . . . [which 
is] preventing unauthorized 
access to firearms and as well 
as immediate improvements to 
the National [Instant] Criminal 
Background Check System.”

Learn more about AR-style 
rifles on NSSF’s modern sport-
ing rifle facts page at www.
nssf.org/msr and download a 
pocket fact card.
Wingshooting Preserves 
Can Benefit from NSSF’s 

First Shots
Tisma Juett, manager of 

the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation’s First Shots intro-
duction-to-shooting program, 
recently addressed attendees 
of the North American Game-
bird Association 81st Annual 
Convention and Conference 
in Kansas City, Mo., on how 
preserve owners can use First 
Shots to attract new customers.

Juett noted that many wing-
shooting preserves through-
out the country remain open 
through March, offering op-
portunities for enjoying a late-
season hunt with friends and 
family. A preserve also can be 
the perfect place to introduce 
a newcomer, whether youth or 
adult, to upland bird hunting. 
Many species of hard-flying 

birds can be found at preserves, 
she noted, and many preserves 
allow you to bring your own 
bird dog.

The NSSF website www.
wingshootingusa.org helps 
hunters search for and locate 
wingshooting preserves na-
tionwide. In addition, the site 
contains an important wing-
shooting safety video and links 
to the Wingshooting USA tele-
vision show featuring host Scott 
Linden and his bird-hunting 
dog, Buddy.

“Bird producers and pre-
serve owners are in a great 
position to attract newcomers 
to hunting by providing a sup-
portive environment that virtu-
ally guarantees some success,” 
said Juett. “First Shots provides 
an opportunity for experienced 
hunters to bring their non-
hunting family members and 
friends to the preserve to learn 
about the shooting sports in a 
safe, controlled and fun envi-
ronment.”

Sonny Hairston, who is 
president of North American 
Gamebird Association and has 
conducted First Shots seminars 
at his Little Canyon Shooting 
Preserve in Peck, Idaho, noted 
that by taking advantage of 
First Shots’ cooperative adver-
tising funds, a preserve can 
gain visibility in the communi-
ties it serves. “Wingshooting 
preserves can really benefit 
from using the First Shots pro-
gram,” he said.

Increasing hunter numbers 
is critical to protecting a great 
tradition, said Juett. Hunters 

provide the bulk of funding for 
wildlife conservation--nearly 
$1 billion a year--through their 
purchases of hunting licenses 
and by paying the federal excise 
taxes on purchases of firearms 
and ammunition. Hunters also 
support the right to own fire-
arms for sporting purposes.

For more information on First 
Shots, and particularly on how 
wingshooting preserves can use 
this program, visit the website 
at www.firstshots.org or contact 
Tisma Juett at tjuett@nssf.org.

NSSF Providing Free 
Firearm Safety Materials 
to Returning Servicemen 

and Women 
With President Obama ex-

pected to announce the return 
of 34,000 servicemen and wom-
en from Afghanistan within a 
year at tonight’s State of the 
Union address, the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation 
(NSSF) announces that it will 
continue providing free firearm 
safety materials, including gun 
locking devices, to America’s 
returning armed services mem-
bers. NSSF is the trade associa-
tion for the firearms, ammuni-
tion, hunting and shooting 
sports industry.

In recent years, NSSF has 
donated and helped place tens 
of thousands of free firearm 
safety kits from its Project 
ChildSafe program into the 
hands of returning servicemen 
and women to remind and en-
courage them to safely handle 
and securely store firearms in 
their homes when they return 
to civilian life.
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The firearm safety kits in-
clude a gun locking device and 
safety brochure that discusses 
safe storage methods that can 
help prevent access by unau-
thorized persons, including 
children, at-risk individuals 
and persons legally prohibited 
from possessing a firearm.

Project ChildSafe is the 
nation’s largest and most com-
prehensive firearm safety edu-
cation program, having distrib-
uted more than 35 million free 
gun lock safety kits in all 50 
states and the U.S. Territories. 
The program, which once re-
ceived significant federal fund-
ing, is today solely funded by 
the firearms industry through 
NSSF.

Learn more about firearms 
safety and Project ChildSafe at 
www.projectchildsafe.org.
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State News

ALABAMA
JOHN DENNEy 

WINS ALABAMA 
WATERFOWL STAMP 

ART CONTEST
John Denney of Alexander 

City, Ala., is the winner of the 
2014-2015 Alabama Waterfowl 
Stamp Art Contest with his paint-
ing of a pair of pintail ducks. 
Denney is a second-time winner 
of the Alabama Waterfowl Stamp 
Art Contest, having previously 
received the honor in 2008, and 
was first runner-up last year.

Denney said his matte acrylic 
painting took approximately two 
months to complete. “To me, the 
pintail is one of the most hand-
some ducks, so that’s why I chose 
to paint it. My prior entries were 
both wood ducks.”

A pair of pintails was also the 
subject chosen by first runner-up 
Eddie LeRoy of Eufaula, Ala., who 
is a previous two-time contest 
winner as well. A pair of Canada 
geese painted by Darrell C. Warr 
of Montgomery, Ala., was selected 
as second runner-up, followed by 
a northern shoveler by Bill Stem 
of Madison, Ala., as third runner-
up. Fourth runner-up was a blue-
winged teal painted by John Ro-
mine of Owens Cross Roads, Ala.

Entries were judged on suit-
ability for reproduction as a stamp, 
originality, artistic composition, 
anatomical accuracy and gen-
eral rendering. The designs were 
limited to living species of North 
American migratory ducks or 
geese, and winning species from 
the past three years – American 
widgeon, ringneck and Ross’s 

goose – were not eligible subjects 
for the contest this year.

The artwork was judged by 
a panel of experts in the fields of 
art, ornithology, and conserva-
tion. Representing the field of 
art was Mary Barwick, an author 
and book illustrator. Representing 
the field of ornithology was John 
Earl, a graduate of the Univer-
sity of Georgia in Forest Resource 
Management and currently the 
manager of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service’s Eufaula Wildlife 
Refuge. Representing the field of 
conservation was Chad Hughey, 
a long-time member and current 
chairman of the Alabama Chapter 
of Ducks Unlimited.

Hughey said the judges had 
a difficult time selecting the win-
ning painting. “There were some 
outstanding entries. I am very 
fortunate to have been a part of 
the selection process,” he said. 
“Ducks Unlimited strongly sup-
ports the federal and state duck 
stamp programs.”

The annual contest is spon-
sored by the Alabama 
Department of Con-
servation and Natural 
Resources (ADCNR) 
Wildlife and Freshwater 
Fisheries Division (WFF) 
and is open to resident 
Alabama artists only. 
Assistant Wildlife Chief 
David Hayden encour-
ages all Alabama artists 
to participate the con-
test. “We’d love to have 
more people submit 
their artwork,” he said. 
“Past contest entries 
have included works in 
oil, watercolor, acrylic 
and mixed media, all 
of which are eligible,” 
Hayden added. 

There is plenty of 
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time for artists to select their sub-
ject and paint it before the next 
competition. Artwork will be ac-
cepted from January 1 to February 
18, 2014. Potential artists should 
visit http://www.outdoorala-
bama.com/programs/waterfowl 
for complete information on the 
contest.

COLORADO
GREATER SAGE-

GROUSE VIEWING 
TOURS IN CRAIG
Colorado Parks and Wildlife 

along with partner Conservation 
Colorado is providing the public 
with guided, greater sage-grouse 
viewing tours in northwest Colo-
rado, from March 28 through 
April 7.

Anyone interested in a unique 
wildlife viewing experience in 
Colorado is encouraged to sign up 
for the guided tour.

“If you are a dedicated bird 
watcher, sage-grouse mating is 
certainly one for your life-list,” 
said Watchable Wildlife Coordi-
nator Trina Romero, of Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife. “But even a 
casual wildlife watcher will be in 
awe of this beautiful display.”

Space is limited and reserva-
tions are required. To reserve your 
spot, visit: http://conservationco.
org/2013/02/sage-grouse-tours/

For thousands of years, sage-
grouse have returned to their tra-
ditional breeding grounds - called 
leks - to perform a dramatic and 
complex dance as they compete 
for mates.

Watching male sage-grouse 
spread their spiked tail feathers 
and pop their large air sacs is a 
visual treat for birdwatchers. Hun-
dreds from across the world visit 
Colorado every year to observe the 

mating display in person.
Colorado Parks and Wildlife 

provides a viewing trailer for the 
guided tour so that people can sit 
inside and not disturb the grouse 
on the lek.

“It’s a responsible way to 
observe lekking behavior, and 
I highly recommend it,” said 
Romero. “Ethical wildlife viewing, 
especially of a sensitive species, 
should be a priority for all wildlife 
viewers.”

For dates, times, reservations 
and further information, please 
visit: http://conservationco.
org/2013/02/sage-grouse-tours/.

To learn more about greater 
sage-grouse, please visit: http://
wildlife.state.co.us/Research/
Birds/GreaterSageGrouse/Pag-
es/GreaterSageGrouseStudies.
aspx

For video of greater sage-
grouse, please visit: http://wild-
life.state.co.us/NewsMedia/Vid-
eos/Pages/GreaterSageGrouse.
aspx

Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
manages 42 state parks, all of 
Colorado’s wildlife, more than 
300 state wildlife areas and a host 
of recreational programs. To learn 
more, please visit cpw.state.co.us

DELAWARE
MID-WINTER 

WATERFOWL SURVEy 
FINDS DUCk, SNOW 

GOOSE NUMBERS 
UP, CANADA GOOSE 
NUMBERS DOWN IN 

DELAWARE
DOVER (Feb. 21, 2013) – The 

number of ducks wintering in 
Delaware is up slightly, while the 
Canada goose population remains 

lower than average, according to 
the results of DNREC’s recently-
completed annual mid-winter wa-
terfowl survey, the Division of Fish 
and Wildlife announced today.

For the 2013 survey, DNREC 
Waterfowl Biologist Matt DiBona 
observed a total of 33,931 ducks 
and 34,245 Canada geese. “Our 
duck numbers were up a bit from 
the 2012 mid-winter waterfowl 
survey, which coincided with a 
relatively poor hunting season for 
2011-2012. However, our goose 
numbers have remained lower 
these past couple of years,” Di-
Bona said. “On average we should 
be seeing 45-50,000 Canada geese 
here in Delaware. I think the recent 
mild winters in the East have kept 
some of these birds further north. 
And I think these trends are re-
flected in our waterfowl harvest.”

More than 17 species of ducks 
were observed during the survey. 
Mallard and black ducks, which 
typically migrate later in the fall 
and winter, were the most numer-
ous species. Northern pintails, 
American wigeon and north-
ern shovelers also were spotted 
throughout marshes along the 
Bayshore.

Meanwhile, snow goose num-
bers remain high, with nearly 
125,000 tallied during the two-
day survey. Delaware, along with 
Maryland and New Jersey, is a 
favored wintering area for greater 
snow geese. The snow goose 
population has grown so large in 
recent years that waterfowl man-
agers are now trying to decrease 
their numbers to prevent further 
damage to breeding grounds and 
wetlands, and to agricultural crops 
on the wintering grounds. A Snow 
Goose Conservation Order, which 
allows special hunting options 
with fewer restrictions, is open in 
Delaware now through April 13 



39
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

April/May  2013                              We average over a half-million hits a month on the net.                        www.Bdarn.com

to encourage hunters to harvest 
as many snow geese as possible.

The mid-winter survey area 
in Delaware includes northern 
Delaware, which often holds 
large numbers of Canada geese; 
the Delaware Bayshore, which 
includes two national wildlife 
refuges, several state wildlife areas 
and other protected areas; and the 
Inland Bays, where seaducks and 
brant are often observed.

“The mid-winter survey is a 
great tool for waterfowl manag-
ers to see what’s going on in their 
state, and where species are con-
centrated,” DiBona said. “But like 
any data, it may not tell the whole 
story. Weather, tide and time of 
day can all influence the amount 
of waterfowl we see, producing 
changes on a daily basis. However, 
by looking at the data for trends 
through time, the survey can pro-
vide insight into how numbers of 
waterfowl and their distribution 
across the flyway may be chang-
ing.” 

The mid-winter waterfowl 
survey is typically flown the first 
week in January by all participat-
ing Atlantic Flyway states and 
provides an index of the relative 
abundance and distribution of 
waterfowl during the winter. 
Conducted annually since 1935, 
the survey is particularly impor-
tant for tracking the population 
status of Arctic nesting species of 
waterfowl, such as Atlantic brant 
and tundra swans.

Results of the Atlantic Flyway 
Mid-Winter Survey are currently 
being compiled by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service and are ex-
pected to be finalized in March.  

For Delaware’s survey data, 
click waterfowl survey. 

For more information on the 
Snow Goose Conservation Order, 
please visit www.fw.delaware.

gov, or call the Wildlife Section at 
302-735-3600.

GEORGIA
SIGN IN ONLINE FOR 
WMA SIGN-IN HUNTS 

BEFORE yOU GO
Just in time for turkey season, 

hunters can now sign in online 
before heading out to wildlife 
management area sign-in hunts.

Before participating in a WMA 
sign-in hunt, hunters can sign-in 
online through a computer or 
mobile device by visiting http://
georgiawildlife.com/hunting. 
Use of the sign-in system is only 
permissible for hunters partici-
pating in WMA sign-in hunts.  
All quota and check-in hunts are 
excluded.  In addition, the Wildlife 
Resources Division will continue 
to offer paper sign-in sheets at 
WMAs. Hunters will only need 
to sign-in online or at the WMA 
(not both).

“The WMA system gives resi-
dent hunters access to nearly 1 
million acres of prime hunting 
land for just $19 a year, and every 
Georgian lives within an hour of a 
WMA,” said Dan Forster, Wildlife 
Resources Division director. “The 
online sign-in system creates an 
even more convenient experience 
for hunters already participating 
in WMA sign-in hunts, and we 
hope it entices more sportsmen to 
take advantage of the great hunt-
ing opportunities available on 
these lands.”

A WMA license is required for 
any person 16 years or older who 
does not possess a valid honorary, 
sportsman or lifetime license when 
hunting on a WMA or public fish-
ing area. In addition, a valid hunt-
ing license and a big game license 
are required to hunt wild turkey, 

deer and bear. If a turkey, deer or 
bear is harvested during a WMA 
sign-in hunt, hunters are required 
to sign out their harvested game 
at the check station/kiosk on the 
day of the harvest. Be sure to check 
other regulations before you go at 
http://georgiawildlife.com/hunt-
ing/regulations.

Where can you get a license? 
Buy it online, find a list of retail 
license vendors at www.geor-
giawildlife.com/licenses-permits-
passes or buy it by phone at 1-800-
366-2661.

View the complete 2012 WMA 
harvest results at www.geor-
giawildlife.com/Hunting/Quo-
taSummaries, and plan your 
WMA hunt today. Visit http://
georgiawildlife.com/hunting/
wildlife-management-areas to find 
a WMA near you.

IDAHO
SWAN POACHER 

SUSPECTS 
IDENTIFIED, 

CHARGED
In a poaching case that capti-

vated local residents, three Nam-
pa juvenile suspects have been 
charged with a number of wildlife 
violations related to a poached 
trumpeter swan near the Boise 
River just west of Star in February.

The initial release of details 
about the case generated a number 
of phone calls to Idaho Fish and 
Game, all of which helped officers 
track down the suspects.

While four youths, all from 
Nampa, were suspected in the 
poaching incident, charges were 
filed against only three. Five ci-
tations and four warnings were 
issued in connection with nine 
violations.

The suspects will appear in 


