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Sport Not Just For Men

March 20 marks the first day 
of spring, and many people will 
soon begin planting and tending to 
their gardens. While humans love 
their gardens, they can actually 
be dangerous to our four-legged 
friends. To help keep your gar-
den dog-friendly this spring, the 
American Kennel Club (AKC®) 
offers the following tips:

* Avoid using dangerous 
plants: It’s important to do re-
search on the plants that you will 
be using in your garden. There 
are common flowers and plants 
that can be unsafe or even fatal 
for dogs. Some plants to avoid 
are Calla Lilies, Sago Palm, Aza-
lea, and Rhododendron, among 
others. Be mindful of flowers and 
plants, such as roses, that have 
thorns.

* Be careful of pesticides: Pes-
ticides used to control insects 
and weeds in your garden can be 
hazardous for your pup. Do not 
use pesticides with snail bait with 
metaldehyde and fly bait with 
methomyl. Be sure to follow direc-
tions and be sure that pesticides 
are stored in a place where your 
dog cannot get to them.

* Designate a play area: Give 
your pup a designated area to play 
that is away from your garden. It’s 
a space where your dog can run 
around, burn some energy or even 
do some digging. Having this des-

ignated play area will help prevent 
your pup from causing damage to 
your garden.

* Establishing boundaries in 
your garden: To help keep Fido 
out the garden bed, you can use a 
fence or border. A low picket fence 
or a border using rocks or stones 
can help protect your garden. It’s 
best to use vocal commands and 
treats to help your dog distinguish 
between where your dog can and 
cannot go. Raised garden beds or 
paving a path in your garden us-
ing brick or gravel can also help 
your dog distinguish boundaries. 

AMericAN KeNNel 
club OFFerS TipS ON 

HOw TO preveNT 
YOur DOg FrOM 

DiggiNg up YOur 
gArDeN

Have you planted your spring 
plants only to find that your dog 
has made a minefield out of your 
yard? The American Kennel Club 
(AKC®) notes that while certain 
breeds, terriers in particular, tend 
to dig more because it’s in their 
genes, dogs dig as an outlet for 
frustration when they are left 
alone outside in the backyard. 
Digging provides something to do 
when an active, intelligent dog is 
bored out of his mind.

“Dogs dig for a number of 
reasons,” said American Kennel 
Club® (AKC) Canine Good Citi-
zen® Director and Certified Ap-
plied Animal Behaviorist, Mary 
Burch, Ph.D. “It is a common 
issue that dog owners face, but it 
can be fixed with a little time and 
planning.” 

Dr. Burch offers the following 
tips on why your dog is digging 
and how to help him stop.

What You Can Do
* Providing mental stimula-

tion through daily play and train-
ing sessions is the best thing you 
can do for a bored dog. The AKC 
Canine Good Citizen program is 
a great place to start by teaching 
your dog how to sit and stay down 
on command.

* Try making a digging pit in 
your yard that is basically an ac-
ceptable place for your dog to dig. 
Burying bones or favorite toys will 
help your dog learn that this place 
is an approved area.

* When it is hot outside, dogs 
will dig to try and expose cool 
earth for them to lay on and lower 
their body temperature. You can 
avoid this by bringing your dog 
inside so that he doesn’t have to 
handle the heat on his own when 
it is very warm out. If you don’t 
want to give your dog access to 
your whole house while you’re 
gone, designate a climate con-
trolled area with water and toys 
for your pooch to stay.

American Kennel club 
Offers Tips On Dog-Friendly 

gardening



21
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

April/May  2013                              We average over a half-million hits a month on the net.                        www.Bdarn.com

Shooting range

The setting seemed more 
Great Plains than Alaska: rust-
ing farm machinery backlit 
by a fiery sunset, barley fields 
rippling in golden swaths, the 
horizon a living canvas of geese 
and sandhill cranes whirling in 
noisy flocks. Yet to the south a 
mountain range marched, and 
the September breeze fresh off 
the Arctic Circle blew brittle 
and permafrost-
cold. Those sub-
arctic clues left no 
doubt. The loam be-
neath my feet was 
a long, long way 
from North Dakota, 
Kansas or, really, 
anyplace else.

Awash in a mix 
of sunlight and long 
evening shadows, 
Sundance trotted 
out front, nose to 
the ground. A full 
day of hunting had 
taxed the little Brit-
tany, though even 
now he remained 

alert for one final covey. I 
brought up the rear, shotgun 
over one shoulder, thighs worn 
out from miles of walking.

The day had been good. 
I’d found solitude and broad 
spaces to hunt, luxuries never 
far away from we who live and 
wing-shoot in Alaska. More to 
the point, I’d come seeking a 
prairie connection. And beyond 
the geese and cranes and sun-

sets over 
g r a i n 
f i e l d s , 
I  h a d 
f o u n d 
it in the 
wings of 
a n  u n -
l i k e l y 
g r a s s -
l a n d 
bird.

***

N o t 
so long 
a g o , 
just be-
yond the 

fringes of written history, inte-
rior Alaska was a vast prairie 
linked to the steppes, or grass-
lands, of Eurasia. That con-
nection was lost about 11,000 
years ago when the ice of the 
last glacial age, the Pleistocene, 
dissolved in a global warming 
trend and raised sea levels 300 
feet or more.

Scientists who sift peats to 
collect and study pollens and 
silts accumulated over the 
eons tell us that, prior to the 
warming trend, interior Alaska 
was – even more than today – a 
land of extremes, a dry country 
of freezing winters and torrid 
summers. Meanwhile, more 
evidence gathered in Alaska 
and eastern Siberia points to 
the prehistoric existence of the 
Bering Land Bridge, a connec-
tion that once linked Eurasia 
and North America, providing 
ready passage for grassland 
animals and plants. In common 
to both continents are discov-
eries of bones, tusks and, on 
rare occasions, the bodies of 
Ice Age creatures deep-frozen 
in remarkable – even edible – 
condition.

Today the Interior is a mas-
sive basin drained by arterial 
rivers such as the Yukon, Ta-
nana, and Nenana. The basin 
is cradled to the south by the 
Alaska Range and to the north 
by the Brooks Range, the north-
ernmost extension of the Rocky 
Mountains. Travel into the high 
country on either side, where 
alpine valleys twist into remote 
box-canyons, and it is possible 
to feel you’ve stepped far back 
in time. Ice Age winds still 

little grouse on the prairie
Alaska’s bird Hunters enjoy an ice Age 

leftover
by Ken Marsh

Sundance with an interior Alaska 
sharp-tail grouse. Ken Marsh photo. 
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moan through these places and, 
in your mind, they can resurrect 
the woolly mammoths, Pleisto-
cene horses and steppe bison 
that once roamed here.

Ultimately, the Pleistocene’s 
end was marked by climatic 
changes and the land evolved 
accordingly. Shrubs and boreal 
forests began to appear and, 
over time, animals of the van-
ishing grasslands that could 
not adapt died out. Today, 
only remnant survivors persist. 
Moose, Dall sheep, and Ameri-
can bison (thought to be direct 
descendants of the steppe bison 
that moved south to populate 
the steppes – or Great Plains – 
of what is now the Lower 48) 
are examples of Pleistocene 
leftovers.

And so I had come to the 
Delta area east of Fairbanks, 
shotgun in hand and bird dog 
in tow, in search of an evolution-
ary holdout, a creature perhaps 
humbler than a bison, though 
to hard-bitten wing-shooters 
no less intriguing. I’d come 
to hunt a vestige bird, a prai-
rie grouse whose origins can 
be traced to Alaska’s bygone 
steppes. Commonly associated 
with the fields and dry gullies 
of the American West, the bird 
I pursued was the sharp-tailed 
grouse.

***

In  camp that  night ,  I 
watched Sundance sleep, his 
legs twitching in fitful spasms 
while out in the fields, not far 
beyond the campfire glow, 
gangs of coyotes yipped. If bird 
dogs can dream – and I believe 

that they can – the Brittany was 
almost certainly reliving the 
day, envisioning the fields and 
burns and coveys of sharptails 
that cackled and sailed away 
like fleeting prayers on polka-
dotted wings.

We’d gotten into them early 
in the day along an old fire road 
traversing a burn. Knee-high 
wild rose and berry shrubs 
flanked the road, offering likely 
cover and forage for adaptable 

charred spruces. The country 
was too exposed for forest 
grouse – ruffed and spruce 
grouse share the region – so 
there was no mistaking what 
made those tracks. Nose low, 
Sundance slipped into the 
shrubs, focused on a scent, 
moving in fast, ever-tightening 
circles. I checked my shotgun, a 
blonde-stocked SKB 20-gauge. 
The air seemed suddenly elec-
tric. I brought the gun to port 
arms, ready; that little Brittany 
was not one to lie.

Abruptly, Sundance stopped 
and turned 90 degrees toward 
the thick cover. A lone grouse 
launched on thumping wings. 
It was a straight-away shot and 
I never heard the report; just felt 
my heart beat once, then saw 
the puff of brown and white 
feathers.

Sundance fetched the bird 
and, before the smell of burned 
powder cleared, I was examin-
ing those distinctive polka-
dotted wings and that wispy, 
pointed tail. The yellow combs 
arched over liquid-brown eyes. 
The proof was unequivocal: We 
had found the prairie grouse. 
Right there in the heart of sub-
arctic Alaska.

***

Sharptails thrive in places 
like the Yellowstone country 
of western Montana where 
I’ve hunted them on past occa-
sions. Set in the shadow of the 
Absaroka Range, the autumn 
air frosty and spiced with sage, 
the cheat-grass hills form a 
high-prairie region that prob-
ably resembles Alaska’s Ice Age 

Hunting in the Delta 
Junction Area of interior 

Alaska. Ken Marsh 
photo. 

grassland grouse. Then, in the 
yellow dust atop the hoof prints 
of a bison herd, I found a set of 
three-toed, chicken-like tracks.

Beyond the rose and berry 
shrubs, the burn was wide 
open, overgrown with grasses 
and sparsely punctuated by 
the dead, spine-like trunks of 
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steppes.

Interestingly, paleontolo-
gists who ply interior Alaska 
soils for Ice Age fossils have 
documented the presence of 
grassland birds that are likely 
ancestors of, if not direct pre-
cursors, of today’s sharptail 
grouse and willow ptarmi-
gan. In a fascinating chapter 
of Interior Alaska: A Journey 
Through Time, scientists R. 
Dale and Mary Lee Guthrie 
write: “Occasionally, pebbles 
of polished white quartz turn 
up in the wash screens. For a 
long time they remained a mys-
tery.” It took some time before 
experts solved the puzzle. “The 
pebbles,” write the Guthries, 
“turned out to be gizzard stones 
of Pleistocene grouse and ptar-
migan.”

In Alaska today, sharp-
tailed grouse are found in the 
Yukon River Valley from the 
Canada border to Holy Cross. 
Scattered populations appear in 
the upper regions of the Koyu-
kuk, Kuskokwim and Copper 
river valleys.

Although the broad steppes 
where they once flourished 
have largely grown into for-
ests, the birds survive in mar-
ginal habitats. They prefer 
open spaces such as old burns, 
spruce bogs, manmade clear-
ings and fields – places similar 
as possible to their prehistoric 
grasslands. Look for them near 
clearings bordered by cover of-
fering cranberries, blueberries 
and rose hips. The birds feed 
on these berries and, early in 
the fall, range into the fields, 

burns and meadows to stuff 
themselves on grasshoppers 
and other insects. Sharptails 
can also be found in semi-open 
areas of stunted spruce and 
tundra where bugs and berries 
are prevalent.

Like the prairie chickens, 
sage grouse, and sharptails of 
the Great Plains, Alaska sharp-
tails gather in certain areas 
each spring for breeding. These 
places, called leks, are in open 
areas where males attract mates 
by dancing, fluttering their 
wings and inflating yellow-
green sacks on their chests that 
resemble yolks fried sunny-side 
up.

The area I hunted – it’s been 
several years ago now – was the 
site of a 1978 state-sponsored 
agricultural project in which 
nearly 60,000 acres of timber 
were cleared for the production 
of barley. For various reasons, 
many of the farms failed, and 
the fields abandoned. Walking 
along the overgrown wind-
rows, it was hard not to feel in 
the empty barns and collaps-
ing fences a haunting sense of 
heartbreak.

Not all of the barley opera-
tions have gone the way of the 
mammoth. Some have held 
on while others have been re-
vived. Along the way, bison and 
coyotes – all prairie denizens 
– have generally prospered. 
Though it hasn’t always been 
that way.

I learned several years ago 
in an interview with state wild-
life biologist Ken Taylor (since 

retired) that Alaska’s native 
wood bison, direct descendants 
of Ice Age populations, died 
out as recently as 450 years 
ago. Taylor’s calculations were 
based on radiocarbon samples 
taken from the Interior. “I sus-
pect if we had a larger sample 
size we would have samples 
that are even more recent than 
that,” Taylor told me.

Even more intriguing are the 
stories still passed on among lo-
cal Athabascans. “We do have 
some indications from some of 
the villages that there is an oral 
history of people hunting bi-
son,” Taylor said. “We’ve talked 
to some of the elders (and) they 
remember their distant rela-
tives having done it and passed 
the stories down. And most oral 
histories are probably less than 
400 years old.”

The roughly 900 Plains bison 
roaming interior Alaska today 
were introduced from Montana 
in 1928. Like the sharptailed 
grouse, natural habitat is lim-
ited to open river plains, burns 
and meadows of grasses, vetch 
and sedges. But the Delta barley 
project expanded habitat for the 
bison, still prairie creatures at 
heart. And at the same time, the 
micro-grassland biome cleared 
by the hard work of hopeful 
settlers benefited sharptails 
in ways that delight upland 
sportsmen.

***
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After that first sharptail, 
Sundance and I walked for per-
haps three miles along the road 
through the burn. The overcast 
September day had grown 
warm, the walking easy. At one 
point, the dog put up a pair of 
birds that I missed cleanly with 
both barrels. I managed to take 
one of them on a follow-up 
flush in the burn where fallen 
timber created a difficult ob-
stacle course that forced the dog 
to crawl, snuffling, and me to 
high-step awkwardly.

By early afternoon, we re-
turned to camp to rest and plan 
the rest of the day. There were 
plenty of old fields around 
to hunt, places edged with 
berries and cover needed to 
sustain large numbers of birds. 
Meanwhile, the nearby Tanana 
Hills promised good hunting 
for ruffed and spruce grouse, 
birds of a different feather that 
promised their own shooting 
challenges.

As it turned out, though, 
the sharptails weren’t through 
with us yet.

I was sitting, finishing a 
sandwich with Sundance curled 
up nearby, resting his yellow 
Brittany eyes, when I looked 
up and saw them. Not 30 feet 
away, over ground we had just 
hunted, a covey of a dozen or 
more sharptails appeared, ten-
tatively poking their heads out 
of the grass and shrubs beside 
the road.

I picked up my shotgun. 
Sundance popped up from his 
bed, ready in an instant. Within 

a half-dozen steps the air was 
filled with drumming wings 
and grouse cackles. Seconds 
later, as birds sailed over the 
burn in all directions, Sundance 
was retrieving the two I had 
dropped.

By the fire that night, Sun-
dance stopped twitching and 
the coyotes in the fields quit 
yipping. The sky cleared, the 

stars silver and burning as they 
did 15,000 years ago when inte-
rior Alaska was a place of great, 
furry elephants. From their 
high places, those stars have 
seen a lot of changes down here. 
But as I crawled into my sleep-
ing bag, it was good to know 
that a few things, particularly 
little things that cackle and fly 
on polka-dotted wings, remain 
very much the same.

Ken Marsh has lived in 
Alaska since shortly after the 
last Ice Age and has been fish-
ing and hunting the South-
central region since before the 

Parks Highway was built. He 
has never actually seen a live 
woolly mammoth and today 
works as the information officer 
for the Division of Sport Fish in 
Anchorage. 

Sundance and sharptails. Ken Marsh photo. 
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News from the Non-profits

DucKS 
uNliMiTeD

Du recognizes four 
states for significant 

financial contributions
During its annual Wetland 

Conservat ion Achievement 
Awards breakfast last week, Ducks 
Unlimited recognized four state 
agencies for significant invest-
ments toward conserving water-
fowl breeding habitat in Canada.

The program to provide state 
support for waterfowl breeding 
habitat projects in Canada was ini-
tiated by Ducks Unlimited as one 
of the first international public/
private partnerships to support 
migratory bird conservation. After 
the North American Waterfowl 
Management Plan (NAWMP) 
was signed in 1986, the Associa-
tion of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
became a lead partner to help 
the states achieve the NAWMP 
goals. Contributions from states 
are matched by DU Inc. and DU 
Canada, as well as the North 
American Wetlands Conservation 
Act (NAWCA).

“The importance of state grants 
contributions to Canadian habitat 
conservation and restoration proj-
ects cannot be overstated,” said 
Pat Kehoe, DU Canada’s direc-
tor of international partnerships. 
“Individual state contributions 
are combined with other state 
contributions, matched dollar for 
dollar by DU Inc. and DU Canada, 
and then used as match for North 
American Wetlands Conservation 
Act grants.”

Participating states have con-

tributed more than $75 million 
to improve Canadian waterfowl 
habitat. A successful waterfowl 
nesting effort in Canada is in-
strumental in strong migrating 
populations in the U.S. each year.  

The state agencies recognized 
during the breakfast were: 

•    Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources for a cumula-
tive contribution of $10 million

•    Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries for a cumu-
lative contribution of $10 million

•    Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources for a cumula-
tive contribution of $5 million

•    Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission for a cumulative con-
tribution of $1 million

“This program started in 1965 
as one of the very first internation-
al public-private partnerships to 
support migratory bird conserva-
tion,” said DU Chief Conservation 
Officer Paul Schmidt. “Since the 
passage of NAWCA in 1989, this 
program has taken on added sig-
nificance as an important source of 
non-federal U.S. matching funds 
for habitat conservation projects 
in Canada, and the effort has been 
led by the Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies. This is a truly 
continental partnership that helps 
form the bedrock of the NAWMP.”

To view a complete list of 
the 2013 Wetland Conservation 
Achievement Award winners, 
please visit www.ducks.org.

Du recognizes 
contributions 

to wetlands and 
waterfowl conservation

Ducks Unlimited announced 
today the winners of the 2013 
Wetland Conservation Achieve-
ment Awards during the 78th 
annual North American Wildlife 
and Natural Resources Confer-
ence, held in Arlington, Va., at the 
Crystal Gateway Hyatt.

DU’s 2013 Wetland Conserva-
tion Achievement Awards were 
presented in six categories and 
recognized individuals who have 
made outstanding contributions 
to the conservation and restora-
tion of North America’s wetlands 
and waterfowl. DU Chief Con-
servation Officer Paul Schmidt 
presented the awards. This year’s 
winners are:

•    Senior Federal Official: 
Senator Debbie Stabenow, U.S. 
senator from Michigan

•    Federal Agency: Dr. Byron 
“Ken” Williams, U.S. Geological 
Survey, now with The Wildlife 
Society

•    State/Provincial Agency: 
Garrett Graves, State of Louisi-
ana’s Coastal Protection and Res-
toration Authority

•    Research / Technical: Dr. 
James D. Nichols, U.S. Geological 
Survey

•    Communications: John 
Pollmann, contributor to the Sioux 
Falls Argus Leader

•    Conservation / Private 
Citizen: Robert “Bob” Zorb 

“These winners are a true 
testament to hard work and de-
termination, and serve as perfect 
examples of people from various 
walks of life who have a shared 
passion for wetlands and water-
fowl conservation,” Schmidt said. 
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“DU is honored to recognize their 
work and hopes their achieve-
ments inspire others to follow 
suit.” 

To read more about the indi-
vidual winners, visit www.ducks.
org.

DeDicATiON 
plANNeD AT 

HANSeN wATerFOwl 
prODucTiON AreA

The public is invited to the 
dedication of the new addition 
to Hansen Waterfowl Production 
Area at 10 a.m. on Friday, March 
15. The new 320-acre tract, which 
includes 185 wetland acres, in-
creases the size of Hansen WPA 
and allows the wetland areas to 
be more effectively managed for 
waterfowl and wildlife habitat.

Ducks Unlimited purchased 
the site from a willing seller in 
2008 with funds from the Ne-
braska Environmental Trust and 
Ducks Unlimited supporters. DU 
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service collaborated to restore the 
wetlands and re-seed the upland 
with native grasses. The USFWS 
acquired the property from DU’s 
Wetlands America Trust with Land 
and Water Conservation funds 
obtained with the help of former 
U.S. Senator Ben Nelson.

Waterfowl Production Areas, 
including Hansen WPA, are pub-
licly owned lands, and are gener-
ally open to a variety of outdoor 
recreation during daylight hours, 
including wildlife observation, 
photography, hiking, and hunting 
during legal hunting seasons.

To reach Hansen WPA from 
Highway 6 in Sutton, drive 10.5 
miles south on Road X. Or, from 
Shickley, drive 7 miles west on 
Highway 74, then 1.5 miles north 
on Road X.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and Ducks Unlimited are 
two of the many partners in the 
Rainwater Basin Joint Venture, a 
partnership of government agen-
cies, non-government organiza-
tions, and individuals working 
together to improve and protect 
habitat in the Rainwater Basin and 
Nebraska’s mixed-grass prairies. 
More information is at rwbjv.org.

pHeASANTS 
FOrever

pF HireS FirST 
MiNNeSOTA 

cOOrDiNATiNg 
wilDliFe biOlOgiST
NelSON TO prOviDe 
cOOrDiNATiON AND 
prOgrAM DeliverY 

FOr prAirieS 
AND grASSlAND 
HAbiTATS iN Sw 

MiNNeSOTA.
Pheasants Forever (PF) an-

nounces the hiring of Emilee Nel-
son of Lanesboro, Minn. as its first 
coordinating wildlife biologist in 
the state. The position will focus 
on the Lac Qui Parle core area 
and Prairie Coteau landscapes 
and will deliver grassland con-
servation priorities that lie within 
the recently signed Minnesota 
Prairie Conservation Plan. This 
is a PF partnership position in 
cooperation with the Minnesota 
DNR, Lyon County SWCD, and 
the Minnesota Prairie Plan Work-
ing Group. 

The Minnesota Prairie Conser-
vation Plan provides a roadmap 
for protecting, restoring and en-
hancing Minnesota’s most altered 
ecosystem, the Northern Tallgrass 
Prairie. By working together 
with landowners and partners, 

this plan outlines an approach to 
sustain functional grasslands and 
prairies in agricultural regions of 
western and southern Minnesota. 

“The Minnesota DNR is ex-
cited to see more effort in the 
challenge to conserve our prairies 
and grasslands, and are delighted 
to have Ms. Nelson as a conserva-
tion partner,” said Tom Landwehr, 
Minnesota DNR commissioner. 
“This is step one in supporting the 
implementation of the Prairie Plan 
in Minnesota. We look forward to 
an even more coordinated effort 
to protect our precious remaining 
remnant prairies, while putting 
the habitat pieces back together on 
the landscape in an effort to have 
functioning grassland systems.” 

A Minnesota native, Nelson 
grew up in Minneapolis where she 
took every opportunity to explore 
the woods and spend time fishing 
in the boat at the family cabin in 
Otter Tail County. An avid hunter 
and fisher, Nelson graduated from 
the University of Minnesota in 
2011 with a B.S. in Wildlife, Fish-
eries and Conservation Biology. 
Prior to joining Pheasants Forever, 
Nelson worked as a project spe-
cialist with the Minnesota DNR 
working on trout stream ease-
ments baseline documentation 
and monitoring in SE Minnesota. 

“Collaborative partnerships 
are key to working with private 
landowners delivering programs 
to people,” says Matt Holland, 
Pheasants Forever director of 
grant development. “Coordi-
nation of the people, science, 
programs and professionals to 
implement aspects of our Prairie 
Plan is an exciting opportunity for 
realizing grassland habitat.” 

Pheasants Forever signed 
on as a partner in the Minnesota 
Prairie Conservation Plan in Au-
gust of 2012, committing to assist 
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in the protection, restoration and 
enhancement of the prairies and 
grasslands that provide critical 
habitat for pheasants and other 
grassland birds and wildlife. 

Nelson will be located in Mar-
shall, Minn. and office at the Lyon 
County SWCD. She can be contact-
ed by email or at (507) 430 8499. 
For more information regarding 
the Minnesota Prairie Conserva-
tion Plan, go visit the Plan’s web-
site or contact Matt Holland. 

pheasants Forever 
chapters raise $2.4 
Million for Youth 
Shooting Sports

23,316 youth participated in 
the outdoors and shooting sports 
through PF’s Adopt-A-Team pro-
gram

Pheasants Forever (PF) and 
Quail Forever (QF) are proud to 
announce the organization’s FOR-
EVER Shooting Sports “Adopt-A-
Team” partnership between PF or 
QF chapters and their local youth 
scholastic or club shooting teams 

has raised over 
$2.4 million for 
the teams’ Mid-
wayUSA Founda-
tion endowment 
trusts. 

Through this 
unique partner-
ship, which was 
started in Febru-
ary of 2012, a PF 
or QF chapter 
and youth com-
petitive shooting 
team partner to 
raise funds either 
through raffles, 
donations or fun-
draisers. Funds 
raised are con-
tributed to the 
team’s Midwa-

yUSA Foundation endowment 
trust. Established in each team’s 
name, the team is able to use the 
interest from its endowment trust 
to help achieve sustainable, com-
prehensive funding for shooting 
sports programs. Chapters par-
ticipating in the program adopt-
ed 402 youth scholastic 
or club shooting teams 
from across the country, 
supporting 23,316 youth 
involved in the outdoors 
and shooting sports. 

“This was an out-
standing success made 
possible by the chapters 
and teams that worked 
together to accomplish 
this triumph for the fu-
ture of shooting sports 
programs,” says John 
Linquist, Pheasants For-
ever’s FOREVER Shoot-
ing Sports coordinator. 
“These teams now have 
a financial blanket that 
can be used for supplies, 
travel and other day-to-
day expenses incurred 

through competition. None of 
this would have been possible 
without the unyielding generosity 
of Larry and Brenda Potterfield of 
MidwayUSA, whose belief in the 
youth of today will pay dividends 
for future outdoorspeople.” 

Pheasants Forever’s FOREVER 
Shooting Sports program utilizes 
research-based recruitment and 
retention strategies to introduce 
up to 20,000 individuals annually 
to shooting sports through a vari-
ety of community-based programs 
and events. 

Pheasants Forever and Quail 
Forever chapters hold more than 
1,000 youth events annually, in-
troducing over 45,000 youth to the 
outdoors and shooting sports. For 
more information, please contact 
John Linquist at (712) 754-3221 or 
Email John. 

Pheasants Forever, including 
its quail conservation division, 
Quail Forever, is the nation’s 
largest nonprofit organization 
dedicated to upland habitat con-
servation. Pheasants Forever and 
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Quail Forever have more than 
135,000 members and 720 local 
chapters across the United States 
and Canada. Chapters are empow-
ered to determine how 100 percent 
of their locally raised conservation 
funds are spent, the only national 
conservation organization that 
operates through this truly grass-
roots structure. 

Rehan Nana (651) 209-4973

STeArNS cOuNTY 
pHeASANTS FOrever 

NAMeD MiNN. 
cHApTer OF THe 

YeAr
cHApTer MeMberS 
AlSO recOgNizeD 
wiTH iNDiviDuAl 

HONOrS
The Stearns County Pheasants 

Forever (SCPF) chapter was recog-
nized as the Minnesota Chapter 
of the Year by Pheasants Forever 
(PF) at its annual state meeting 
held February 16th in conjunction 
with National Pheasant Fest and 
Quail Classic 2013. This honor 
recognizes a Minnesota chapter 
that is balanced in its approach 
to accomplishing the mission of 
Pheasants Forever and excels in all 
aspects of being a chapter. 

In addition to the Minnesota 
Chapter of the Year, SCPF received 
recognition for spending $3 mil-
lion on total habitat and conser-
vation expenditures since their 
inception in 1983. Stearns County 
is only the third chapter in the 
nation to earn this honor. Since 
their inception, SCPF and partners 
helped purchase 33 land parcels 
accounting for almost 4,200 acres 
which are now protected and open 
to public hunting and outdoor 
recreation in Stearns County. 

“The Stearns County PF 
chapter does it all,” stated Eran 
Sandquist, Pheasants Forever 
regional wildlife biologist. “They 
throw a great fundraising banquet 
and leverage those locally raised 
dollars to bring more resources 
for the organization’s local habi-
tat mission. Combined with their 
rich history of being the first PF 
chapter to create a newsletter, a 
sponsorship program, and receive 
a Federal Small North American 
Wetland Conservation Grant, 
the Stearns County PF chapter 
provides leadership to the entire 
state on what is possible for an 
individual chapter to accomplish.” 

2012 Stearns County accom-
plishments include: 

• Participated and 
volunteered for the 
Pheasants Forever 
Minnesota State Con-
vention and District 
Meetings 

• Supported and 
lobbied for increased 
state and federal con-
servation policy 

• Enhanced habi-
tat management on 
public lands 

•  Offe red  and 
supported multiple 
area youth conser-
vation events, youth 
mentored hunts and 
supported scholastic 
shooting teams 

• The first chapter 
to partner with Minnesota Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources 
Trust Fund, USDA – NRCS, Min-
nesota DNR, Minnesota BWSR, 
and Stearns SWCD in funding a 
Pheasants Forever Farm Bill Wild-
life Biologist to Stearns County. 
This biologist’s role is to assist 
landowners in designing, devel-
oping, and funding habitat im-

provements on private lands. 
Two of the chapter’s commit-

tee members were also recognized 
at Saturday’s awards banquet. 
Charlie Opitz was the recipient 
of Pheasants Forever’s Dedica-
tion Award, andRalph Feld was 
inducted to the Pheasants For-
ever’s Long Spur Society for being 
instrumental in the creation or 
continuation of the chapter and 
playing an essential role in the 
development of chapter programs. 

“Stearns County PF is fortu-
nate to have a passionate group of 
committee members,” said Steve 
Sellnow, SCPF chapter president. 
“We want to thank all the volun-
teers, spouses, banquet attendees, 

and sponsors who have enabled 
us to achieve these milestones; 
without their support, none of this 
would be possible.” 

The Stearns County Pheas-
ants chapter was the first chapter 
formed in 1983, just one year after 
Pheasants Forever was founded. 
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News From The AKc

chairman’s report 
February 2013

-- relentless positive 
Action --  

In my August Chairman’s 
Report, I introduced the concept 
of “relentless positive action” as 
a driving force in delivering new 
programs, new events, and new 
outreach. That philosophy is one 
that most certainly drives our 
best breeders in their determined 
quest for constantly improving 
their lines, and subsequently, 
their breeds. Like those breed-
ers, the American Kennel Club 
is on a determined quest for 
improvement – in events, and 
subsequently, our sport.

To paraphrase former New 
York Mayor Ed Koch, “How are 
we doing?

What’s Working

The Grand Champion title 
was launched May 12, 2010. 
The entire logic behind the pro-
gram was an understanding 
that a large number of owners 
wanted to continue to compete 
in conformation after achieving 
a Champion title on their dogs, 
but they did not want to actively 
campaign their dog for a national 
ranking. We believed the Grand 
Champion program would offer 
those exhibitors a meaningful 
goal in continuing to show their 
dogs and, therefore, help entries 
at shows. In the year prior to 
the launch (2009), the Best of 
Breed class accounted for almost 

374,000 entries. In the first full 
year of Grand Champion com-
petition (2011), Best of Breed en-
tries increased by almost 78,000 
entries. Last year, the Best of 
Breed class accounted for almost 
476,000 entries, an increase of 
102,000 over the base year. The 
only explanation for this increase 
in entries is the Grand Champion 
program; there is no doubt the 
positive impact this new pro-
gram is having on entries and the 
finances of our clubs. We believe 
the National Owner-Handler 
Series will continue to build Best 
of Breed entries.

The 4-6 Month Beginner Pup-
py Competition – which provides 
the opportunity for training, so-
cialization and an introduction 
to conformation – became an 
approved sanctioned event on 
July 3, 2012. There were 96 Begin-
ner Puppy events last year with 
a total entry of 2,171 puppies. 
The 4-6 Month Beginner Puppy 
Competition is an excellent pub-
lic outreach program to bring 
new exhibitors and new dogs 
into Conformation. I encourage 
every club to consider offering 
this event.

The Beginner Novice optional 
titling class – a very popular 
combination of basic obedience 
and rally – seems to be having 
a positive impact on Obedience 
entries, which are up almost 
7,300 entries for 2012. Not only 
are the Beginner Novice classes 
up, but all obedience regular and 

optional classes are seeing posi-
tive growth.

The Coursing Ability Test 
(CAT) – a fun and healthy event 
modeled after lure coursing that 
is open to all adult dogs - is at-
tracting a following. While Lure 
Coursing did not exhibit growth 
in 2012, the CAT program added 
more than 6,000 entries.

Agility continues to grow and 
we believe the Time 2 Beat Agility 
Class, a unique, “hybrid” titling 
class, is having impact on that 
growth. Last year, Agility – our 
second largest sport - increased 
entries by more than 117,000.

The AKC Canine Partners 
program, launched in 2009, con-
tinues to grow and bring new 
exhibitors and dog lovers into 
the world of AKC.  Last year, 
these dogs and their owners, 
many coming from 4-H clubs, 
entered our events more than 
40,000 times.

what Are we working 
On?

The 2012 Conformation entry 
statistics reveal two other inter-
esting trends. The number of 
new dogs being exhibited has re-
mained basically constant at 41% 
of the total dogs exhibited. How-
ever, it appears people might be 
waiting until their dogs are more 
competitive before beginning to 
show them – most likely a result 
of the economic state of the na-
tion. Creating additional oppor-
tunities to show young dogs is a 
priority for us. Fortunately, we 
are currently vetting a unique 
concept conceived by an active 
breeder/exhibitor/judge that ap-


